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Christians, Muslims share 
same beliefs — Vatican 

VATICAN CITY (R) — The Vatican, in a message to 
, mark the Islamic holy fasting month or Ramadan ^aid 
;Q n Friday that Muslims and Christians shared common 
beliefs which could be used as a basis to foster areaier 
understanding, "i write this message, conscious'of the 
-feci that Christians and Muslims have not always loved 
■06 respected one another as God asks." Cardinal 
I ftancisArinze. head of the Vatican’s Council for Inier- 
rjReligious Dialogue, said in the message. -Unfortu- 
nately, this Jack of reciprocaJ Jove exists not just in his- 
tory but also in the present," he said. Arinze. whose 
native Nigeria has a large Muslim community, said 
Christianity and Islam held similar beliefs about the 
treatment of fellow human beings which could provide 

3 basis for greater understanding. 




An ir oepftf^ftrfArar: political d«ily pi^Tfr.3 Prcss^jnfiai or 

vv*' •£' Cl* **** 


.t i&XJr' 

‘-y 


Lebanese man killed in rocket attack 

MARJaYOUN, Lebanon (AP) — A Lebanese man was 
killed and two others were injured Friday when Hizbol- 
iah fired rackets and mortars along the Israeli border, a 
day after Israel demolished 14 houses in southern 
Lebanon, security officials said. Some of the mortar 
shells landed in Western Galilee in Israel, an Israeli army 
spokesman said. They caused no injuries or damage. In 
a related development. Israeli-allied militiamen expelled 
25 people Thursday from a south Lebanon village where 
a militia officer was shot dead two weeks ago, Lebanese 
security officials said. The inhabitants of Chebaa, about 
15 kilometres east of Magayoun, were expelled to out- 
side Israel’s occupied zone in south Lebanon. The expul- 
sions followed the razing Thursday of 1 4 homes in 
another Lebanese village and appeared to be a bid to 
punish the local population for guerrilla attacks. 
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Egypt, Syria leaders 
favour Arab summit 

. . DAMASCUS (R) — Egypt- 
ian President Hosni Mubarak 
and' Syrian President Hafez AJ 
Assad concluded talks in 
Damascus on Friday by agree- 
ing to back the bolding of an 
Arab summit, which would be 
expected to focus on die issue 
of Iraq. Syria and Egypt sup- 
pent an Arab summit to unify 
Arab ranks, Syrian Foreign 
Minister Farouq AJ Sharaa tokl 
Reuters at the end of the talks. 
He said the issue of an Arab 
summit would top the agenda 
of an Arab foreign ministers' 
meeting due to be held in Cairo 
pnJan. 24 wider his chairman- 
ship. The Syrian-Egyptian 
derision is key to the holding 
of a summit, expected to dis- 
cuss Iraq's future ties with 
Arabcounnies- 

‘Arafat, Peres didn’t 
efiscuss statehood’ 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
fR) — A senior PLO official 
an Biday denied Resident 
Yasser Arafat had agreed to 
-postpone a declaration of 
Palestinian statehood if stalled 
peace moves with Israel were 
.. renewed. Former Israeli Prime 
' Minister Shimon Peres quoted 
Arafat after a meeting in the 
Wfest Bank town of Bethlehem 
on Thursday as saying he 
would not take “unilateral 
steps" if peacemaking was 
back an track, "f asked Arafat. 
‘If we renew the peace negoti- 
ations, then there won't be any 
need for unilateral declarations 
on May 4?’ "He said: ‘Yes. if 
the negotiations are renewed, 
there will be no loom for uni- 
bleral steps.’" 

-Italy, Turkey set for 
new diplomatic row 

ROME (AFP) — Italy was 
heading Friday for a new 
-cGpkimatic row with Turkey, as 
a lawyer warned that three 
more Kurdish rebels look set to 
give themselves up in Rome. 
‘Three other PKK terrorists 
are on the point of joining their 
leader Abdullah Ocalan in 
Rome," said Augusto Sinagra. 
an Italian lawyer who acts for 
Turkey in the Ocalan affair. He 
named them as CemjJ Bayik, 
leader of the militaiy wing of 
the Kurdish Labour Party's 
(PKfCj, Duran Kalkan, one of 
, Bayik’s deputies, and Ali 
Sapan, of the group's political 
wing 

Ecevit gets down 
to business 

-ANKARA (AFP) — Turkey's 
prime minister-designate 
Bulent Ecevit got down to the 
business of forming a govem- 
meal Friday, a day after Presi- 
dent Suleyman Demirel gave 
him. a fresh mandate to break 
the political deadlock in 
Ankara. In a sign the six-week 
crisis might be nearing an end, 
parfiameni scheduled a vote of 
confidence on Ecevit's cabinet 
for Jan. 17. Ecevit announced 
he would present his cabinet 
listto ihe president next Mcm- 
day. instead of Friday as origi- 
nally promised. The cabinet 
list then goes to parliament oq 
T uesday and is to be debated 
tfere next Friday, before the 
Vote of confidence on Sunday. 

UN. approves Saudi 

visit to Libya 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
The United Nations 
an flounced on Friday that 
Sandi Arabian and South 
African envoys will spend two 
days in Libya next week in 
® f >faer attempt to persuade 
Libyan leader Muammar Qad- 
hafi to surrender suspects in 
*he 1988 of a Pan Am airliner 
Lockerbie. Scotland. 
- ),.i UN. spokesman RedEckhand 

v ,’,r .i i ^ fix envoys, Saudi Prince 
.e-i 11,1 ’ <■>& a fiairiar Ben Sukan, his ccton- 
hy s ambassador to Washing - 
. ^ and Jakes Gerwel, South 
^fccan Preadent Nelson 
-Mpdela’s chief of staff, would 
khe for Libya on Tuesday. 
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Emotions mark first encounter 
between King, Prince in 6 months 

Regent: His Majesty is well, expected back after ‘Eid 


By Caroline Fa raj 

AMMAN — His Majesty King Hussein 
is in very good health and is expected to 
return home after ‘Eid Al Fitr holidays. 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan, Lhe Regent, 
said early Saturday after arriving from a 
visit to London where he met the King. 

It was an emotional encounter Friday 
between King Hussein and Prince Has- 
san. It was the fust time the two brothers 
met since mid-July when the King left 
for the United States for medical treat- 
ment. 

“For me to have this opportunity . as a 
brother, to see my brother for the first 
time in six months was, I think, our eyes 
dewed ... I was really delighted,” said a 
tearful Prince Hassan in describing his 
first meeting with the King. 

The two brothers celebrated the 
King’s recovery with an iftar feast. Jor- 
dan Television reported. 

His Majesty and the Crown Prince 
spent about two hours together before 
iftar. At the fast-breaking meal, they 
were joined by Her Majesty Queen 
Noor, Prince Abdullah and Prince 
Rashid. 

“We spent a delightful day together," 
said Prince Hassan. 

The Crown Prince intended it to be a 
sunrise visit, but the King foiled the 
Prince's plan. 

As soon as he knew of the visit and in 
a sign of his improving health, the King 
flew his helicopter to welcome his 
brother from his residence in London to 
the airport 

“We were surprised that he was wait- 
ing for us at the airport, and we spent the 
whole day together," the Crown Prince 
told reporters at the airport after arriving 
in Amman. 

“Officially, we always reassure every- 
one that His Majesty is well on the way 



His Majesty King Hussein embraces HRH Crown Prince Hassan as they 
pose at the King's London residence on Friday (Reuters photo) 


to recovery: it was all true," said Prince 
Hassan, adding that the King will spend 
the ‘Eid Al Fitr, the feast marking the 
end of the month of Ramadan, in Lon- 
don. The 'Eid is expected to start Jan. 
18. 

The Prince said: "I also would like to 


reassure everybody that King Hussein is> 
well .... his morale is high, as usual and 
he sends ail his love to his whole Jor- 
danian family." 

Kina Hussein is currently recuperat- 
ing in London following six months of 
treatment at Mavo Clinic in the U.S. 


Butler meets U.S. 
envoy on spy claims 


UNITED NATIONS <R> — 
IChief U.N. weapons 
inspector Richard Butler 
Imet U.S. envoy Peter 
Burleigh on Friday in what 
arms officials say is a 
request for explanations 
about Washington’s report- 
ed efforts to use his inspec- 
tors for their own foreign 
policy. 

No word of the meeting 
was released but Butler was 
reported to be concerned 
that the United States was 
using eavesdropping equip- 
ment provided to his 
inspectors to further U.S. 
policy, which include over- 
throwing Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. 

Burleigh. who has 
ambassadorial rank, is the 
chief American representa- 
tive at the United Nations. 

News reports, which U.S. 
(officials have privately 
(acknowledged, say Wash- 
ington. under cover of the 
United Nations, installed 
eavesdropping devices in 
March that allowed them to 
hear communications used 

by Iraqi military and intel- 
ligence officers who pro- 
ject Saddam. . 

Buffer’s U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOMi, 
in charge of dismantling 
Iraq’s weapons of muss 
destruction, is supposed (o 
be independent and not aid 
political goals of any 
nation. 

The reports, which dove- 
tail with Iraqi charges that 
UNSCOM is a nest of U.S. 
and British spies, dim anv 
(chances that rhe U.N. 
inspection system in Iraq 
will survive. 

“We have never conduct- 
ed spying for anybody. 
Have we facilitated spying . 
Aie we spies? Absolutely 

not." he told reporters earli- 
er in the week. "Don t 
believe everything you read 
in print. There is much m 
(those articles which is 


wrong. 

Secretary -General Kofi 
Annan, meanwhile, is 
under fire from American 
officials for one story' in 
which anonymous U.N 
officials were quoted as 
saying he had credible evi- 
dence of spying activities 
and was upset about them. 

Since Wednesday U.N 
officials have vigorously 
denied it. with his 
spokesman Fred Eckhard 
saying he had no evidence 
of such activities and had 
not authorised anyone 
close to him to speak in his 
name. 

Bui other diplomats 
believe Annan wanted to 
make sure the United 
Nations divorced itself 
from any attempt ro over- 
throw Saddam. 

One close adviser. John 
Ruggie. contends Annan's 
position on Iraq has been 
misinterpreted. “He has no 
illusions about the regime 
in Iraq any more than any- 
one else docs.” he told 
Reuters. 

But Eckhard said. "If 
these allegations arc true, it 
would be damaging to the 
United Nations disarma- 
ment efforts worldwide.'' 

UNSCOM has not been 
in Iraq since the bombing 
raids by the United States 
and Britain last month and 
Baghdad has vowed not to 
ler the inspectors return. 

Scon Ritter, a former 
UNSCOM inspector, 
revealed spying techniques 
by the United States on 
behalf of the commission 
months ago and said Wash- 
ington stopped sharing 
information with the 
inspectors. The latest 
reports say the eavesdrop- 
ping had been used more 
for American foreign poli- 
cy purposes than for 
UNSCOM. 


Iraq ignores latest 
U.S. missile attack 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq on 
Friday ignored a U.S. air strike 
on a mobile missile launcher 
in a northern "no-fly” zone, 
the latest in a siring of inci- 
dents in exclusion zones that 
cover almost 60 per cent ul 
Iraqi airspace. 

Lfnlifce the previous inci- 
dents. Iraq’s military com- 
mand and its official media did 
not report Thursday’s clash. 

A U.S. F-16 fighier fired a 
radar-seeking missile at a 
mobile Iraqi surfuce-io-air 
missile launcher after being 
illuminated by radar in the no- 
fly zone Northwest of the city 
of Mosul, U.S. officials said. 

Pentagon spokesman Ken- 
neth Bacon said the Roland 
surface-io-air missile system 
was believed to have been hit 
because its radar stopped at die 
projected ins uni uf impact of 
the high speed anti-radiation 
(HARM) missile. 

The action follows a rash of 
incursions into the no-fly 
zones by Iraqi fighters follow- 
ing “Desert Fbx," the air 


assault on Iraq by U.S. and 
British forces from Jan. 16-20. 

Two Iraqi MiG-21 fighters 
crossed into the southern no- 
fly zone on Thursday, raising 
to 3N the number of violations 
since Desert Fox. said a 
spokesmen for the U.S. Cen- 
tral Command in Tampa. 
Florida. 

On Tuesday, two aerial 
clashes occurred between U.S. 
and Iraqi fighters, the first in 
six years, and last week saw 
surface-to-air missile launches 
at U.S. and British fighters. 

Baghdad said four soldiers 
were killed and seven wound- 
ed in a U.S. attack on its air 
defences, and that a farmer 
died in another U.S. strike last 
week. 

The no-fly zones, imposed 
after the 1 99 ! Gulf war to pro- 
tect Iraq's Kurdish and Shiite 
minorities, extend north of the 
36th Parallel and up to the 
33rd Parallel in the south, 
reaching die outskirts of Bagh- 
dad. 


House to begin debating 
fiscal budget aimed at 
tackling Kingdom’s twin ills 


By Ghadeer Taher 

AMMAN — Unless the gov- 
ernment can pull a rabbii out 
of its hat. it is unlikely that it 
will be able to tackle the coun- 
try's twin ills of poverty and 
unemployment while keeping 
a lid on public expenditure. 

Lavvmakers. armed with a 
report from the influential 
Finance Committee of the 
House, today will begin 
debating the government's 
proposed JD2.160 million 
budget for 1999 with an esti- 
mated deficit of seven per 
cent. 

The deficit figure is in line 
with the target imposed by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) as one of the condi- 
tions for renewing its 10-year 
reform programme, which 
ends in February. 

Jordan and the IMF are 
expected to sign an agreement 
this month on a new three- 
year reform programme fol- 
lowing the Kingdom's failure 
to achieve sustainable eco- 
nomic growth as dismal gross 
domestic product (GDP) fig- 
ures for the last three years 
testify. 


The budget, unveiled last 
month tu the Lower House of 
Parliament by Finance Minis- 
ter Michel Nlano, esrinuued 
current expenditure to be JD 
1 .683 million, of which JD 
950 million will be allocated 
as salaries and pensions to the 
military and civil servants and 
JD 307 million as interest on 
local and foreign loans. 

But capital expenditure, the 
steam needed to drive eco- 
nomic recovery, will amount 
to a low JD 477 million. 

While the minister said the 
projected 1999 budget would 
help' spur sluggish growth 
attributable to regional insta- 
bility and poor economic per- 
formance. in the same breath 
he stressed that tight fiscal 
restraint was critical if Jordan 
was to avoid future budget 
deficits that w ould be difficult 
to finance and would worsen 
the government's debt burden. 

The government lias 
acknow ledged that it is caught 
between its desire to cut the 
deficit by at least two percent- 
age points annually and fears 
of pushing the sluggish econ- 
omy even farther into reces- 
sion. 


“You can’t have a contrac- 
tionary fiscal policy and get 
out of an economic rut” said 
an economic analyst. ‘The 
way to reduce the deficit is to 
cut current expenditure, which 
means cutting jobs. It is 
myopic to scale back infra- 
structure projects." But reduc- 
ing the country's bloated 
bureaucracy, analysts admit is 
a political minefield very few 
would risk entering into. 

The budget debate conics 
against the backdrop of con- 
tinuing regional instability 
with turmoil in Iraq, the call 
for early elections in Israel and 
the decline in oil prices, which 
could mean less remittances 
as Jordanians are forced to 
accept lower salaries or come 
back home from the Gulf 
states and a possible decline in 
exports to these countries. 

"There is a government 
effort, but it is not enough to 
reduce the impact of poverty 
and unemployment,” said 
Chairman of the Finance and 
Economic Committee ai the 
Lower House of Parliament 
AliAbul Ragheh. 

(Continued on page 12) 


Koumura arrives today 

Japan to extend $63m soft loan 
for a tourism development project 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
with agencies 

AMMAN — Japan will 
extend a S63 million soft 
loan to Jordan for a tourism 
development project expect- 
ed to increase foreign cur- 
rency earnings, create jobs, 
and stimulate domestic and 
regional economies, accord- 
ing to an embassy statement 
issued on Thursday. 

An exchange of notes for 
the extension of the soft loan 
is scheduled to be signed by- 
Japanese Foreign Minister 
Masuhiko Koumura. expect- 
ed here today on a two-day 
official visit, and Planning 
Minister Nabil Ammari. 

Jordan is the largest recip- 
ient of Japan’s official 
development assistance 
loans per capita among 
developing countries world- 
wide. 

In addition to the upcom- 
ing extension of the soft 
loan in the field of tourism, 
the embassy statement said. 
Tokyo’s contributions to the 
Kingdom’s economic devel- 
opment totalled SS2 million 
in 1998. 

This figure includes S63 
million for a project to dou- 
ble the capacity of the Zui 


Water Treatment Plant, 
which was at the centre of a 
two-month crisis that left 
most of Western Amman 
homes without w'ater last 
summer. 

Last month, Japan dis- 
patched a mission for the 
construction project of the 
King Hussein Bridge, link- 
ing Jordan and the Palestin- 
ian self-rule areas, "in order 
to study the possibility and 
conditions for implementing 
the project, which can be 
regarded as a concrete step 
as well as a symbol of peace 
in the region," the Japanese 
embassy press release said. 

During his stay. Koumura 
is scheduled to hold talks 
with HRH Crown Prince 
Hassan. the Regen L Prime 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh, 
Foreign Minister Abdul Ilah 
Khatib, and the govern- 
ment’s economic team. 

Discussions will focus on 
the latest developments in 
the Middle East peace 
process, following Israel’s 
decision to freeze the imple- 
mentation of last October’s 
Wye River deal with the 
Palestinians, and bilateral 
relations, as well as Jordan’s 
economic situation and 
needs. 


Japan's support for Jor- 
dan, which covers political, 
cultural, commercial, eco- 
nomic, scientific and tech- 
nological spheres, aims to 
bolster the Kingdom’s role 
in the peace process, Japan- 
ese officials say. 

Koumura's Amman talks 
come as pan of a week-long 
trip to the region that started 
on Wednesday in Egypt and 
includes Lebanon. Syria, 
Israel and the Palestinian 
self-ruled areas. 

Upon departure from 
Tokyo last week. Koumura 
was quoted os saying that 
Japan intended to use its 
economic and political 
weight to strongly appeal to 
Israel and the Palestinians to 
stick io the terms agreed 
upon in Wye. 

“We have already con- 
tributed $400 million in aid 
to the Palestinians and over 
the next two years we will 
be able to offer another $200 
million," Koumura said last 
week. 

“Apart from Japan, I 
believe only the U.S. or the 
European Union nations 
together would be able to do 
something like that.” 

(Continued on page 12) 


U.S. Senate approves bipartisan plan for Clinton’s trial 

were deposed by each side. A 
second majority vote would 
be required after the deposi- 
tions to determine if the wit- 
nesses would actually be 
called to testily. Each side 
would get eight hours for 
closing arguments, and each 
article of impeachment would 
be voted on at the conclusion. 

While the accord does not 
solve all the problems for 
Democrats, “it gives us the 
possibility of having a short 
triai," said Democratic Sen 
Patrick Leahy of Vermont. 

Among the witnesses 
House managers have said 
they might call are key p w 
ers in the drama such as 
Lewinsky and Clinton secre- 
tary Betty Currie. 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Senate averted a possible 
showdown on Friday, approv- 
ing a bipartisan plan fur con- 
ducting President Bill Clin- 
ton’s impeachment trial that 
could allow witnesses and 
would start presentations of 
evidence next week. 

On a unanimous vote, all 
100 senators approved a mad 
map for the trial that would 
postpone decisions on calling 
witnesses until laie January 
and require a majority Senate 
vole to approve them. 

The dispute over witnesses 
had sharply divided the Sen- 
ate, as Democrats warned the 
live testimony requested by 
House of Representatives 
Republicans could spark a 
prolonged and bitter trial. 

“I think today we have 


acted in live very best tradition 
of the Senate, and it is an 
appropriate approach for this 
historic, very solemn event.” 
Senate Republican Leader 
Trent Lott said. 

The agreement followed a 
rare two-hour informal closed 
session of senators’ from both 
parties in the Old Senate 
Chamber, down a Capitol 
hallway from where argu- 
ments will begin on Thursday 
in the first presidential 
impeachment trial in more 
than 1 30 year*. 

The details of lhe plan were 
included in an official sum- 
mons delivered to the White 
House immediately after the 
vote by Senate Seigeant-at- 
Arms James Ziglar. 

A week-long flurry of pri- 
vate meetings had failed to 


produce a consensus about 
witnesses, but senators said 
the joint caucus broke the 
stalemate as they realised it 
was in their mutual interest to 
start the process on a concilia- 
tory note. 

’There was an overwhelm- 
ing desire on the pan of both 
parties to make sure that we 
did not conduct ourselves in a 
way that disgraced the Sen- 
ate.” said Sen. Robert Ben- 
nett, a Utah Republican. 

Clinton is accused of pep 
jury' and obstruction of justice 
stemming from his effort to 
cover up a sexual relationship 
with Monica Lewinsky, a for- 
mer White House intern. 

A two-thirds vote of sena- 
tors would be required to con- 
vict Clinton and remove him 
from office, which at this 


point is considered unlikely. 
Under the acconi the House 
— which has appointed 13 
Republican memlx:rs to lead 
the prosecution — and the 
White House each would get 
24 hours of floor time, about 
three days, to present their 
cases. 

Senators would get 16 
hours for questions. When 
those are concluded, motions 
to dismiss Lhe case and to call 
witnesses could be made. 
They would require a majori- 
ty vote. 

The House would have to 
recommend a list of witnesses 
and have three hours to argue 
why they should be called. 

If the motion to dismiss 
failed and the list of witnesses 
was approved, the trial would 
recess while the witnesses 


(Continued on ^ 
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Iranian leader orders further 
probe into dissidents’ murders 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's reports” he was among those If] 

supreme leader Ayatollah Ali killed /'lUUIUI OC?C OLCiy HI 
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Hospital 
staff on 

strike 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's 
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei said Friday he had 
ordered a further investigation 
into the murders of intellectu- 
als and political dissidents, 
saying the “scenario” may 
have its roots abroad 

‘This matter is not finished I 
have difficulty believing that 
these murders have taken place 
without a foreign scenario.” 
Khamenei said in a sermon 
ahead of the weekly Muslim 
prayers at Tehran University. 

His remarks followed the 
extraordinary admission this 
week by the country's intelli- 
gence ministry that rogue 
agents were involved in the 
stabbing to death of opposition 
nationalist leader Daryush 
Foruhar and his wife. Par- 
vane h. on Nov. 22. 

'■fU- minded irresponsible 
colleagues” also carried out the 
kidnapping and murder of at 
least two secular writers — 
Mohammad Mokhcari and 
Mohammad Pouyandeh — in 
early December, it said 

Another writer. Majid 
Sharif, was found dead in mys- 
terious circumstances around 
the same time but the authori- 
ties said he had died of aheart 
attack. 

The state news agency 
IRNA also mentioned for the 
first time, the name of Piruz 
Davani. a writer-translator 
who went missing several 
months ago. saying that 
“according to unofficial 


reports” he was among those 
killed 

“These killings are to the 
detriment of the nation and the 
regime.” Khamenei said 
“Regardless of how dogmatic 
a domestic group may be. it is 
impossible for those higher up 
who are capable of analysing 
things to commit such mur- 
ders?* 

“The late Foruhar and his 
wife were not a threat to us. He 
was our friend before the 
[1979 Islamic] revolution, a 
colleague in the first years of 
the revolution and an adver- 
sary after that,” he said 

“But they were decent peo- 
ple and harmless adversaries 
with no link to outside ene- 
mies. Once in a while they 
issued a statement against the 
government, but few were 
under their influence'' 

“Anyone who kills the tikes 
of Foruhar cannot be a friend 
of the regime." Iran's spiritual 
guide said “I refuse to believe 
that this is not a move against 
the regime.'' 

R-truhar. who had a long 
record of struggle against the 
shah's regime, was foe labour 
minister in the interim govern- 
ment which came to power 
after the revolution. 

The transitional government, 
made up of liberal nationalist 
politicians, collapsed after 
eight months under pressure 
from Shiite Muslim clergy and 
Foruhar had since turned into a 
dissident. 


Norway for security 

OSLO (R) — An Iranian author, two of whose colleagues wore 
among a number of dissidents recently killed in Iran, is seeking to 
stay in Norway, a Norwegian group for freedom of expression 
said on Friday. 

Mansour Koushan, fearing his life could be at risk if he goes 
bade to Tehran, “will apply for permanent residence in Norway.” 
said Carl Morten Iversea bead of the Norwegian Forum for Free- 
dom of Expression. 

Koushan has been in Norway since attending a seminar in Oslo 
last month on a tourist visa. He was likely to seek permanent res- 
idence on humanitarian grounds, short of political asylum. 

Koushan was one of six writers who last year tried to revive an 
independent association of Iranian writers, which had been dom- 
inated by liberal and left-leaning authors critical of the govern- 
ment 

Two of the six were killed in a recent spare of killings of dissi- 
dents. Iran's intelligence ministry announced on Wednesday that 
it had arrested a number of Iranian secret police agents on suspi- 
cion of involvement in the killings. 

Ko ushan s wife and two children are still in Iran and he hopes 
that a permit to stay in Norway would enable them to join him. 
Iversen said. 

The Iranian leader said the country. Fiew people knew 
two writers confirmed mur- them and they did not com- 
desred also did not pose a threat raand much publicity.” he 
to the regime because they added, 
were "‘unknown.” He raised the possibility of 

“I had never heard their “foreigners” involved in “plot- 
names. although I am not one ting out a premeditated see- 
unfamiliar with intellectual nano” and called for a further 
currents in the country. I read probe, 
all the literary and culture pub- T have ordered the inielli- 
ticarions and know all the writ- gence ministry and empha- 
ers and intellectuals here,” said sised to the president to find 
Khamenei, a scholar steeped in the source of the clue.” he said. 

Persian and Islamic literature. “It could be that intelligence 

‘They were not among the agents were deceived We can- 
first grade intellectuals in this not let it go by easily.” 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Greece reaffirms commitment to Cyprus 

ATHENS (.AFP) — Greece stressed Friday that it remains 
committed to Cyprus' defence while the Greek press reported 
that Athens would pay for shorter-range Russian missiles to 
replace the S-300s that Nicosia was obliged to give up. “Greek- 
Cypriot cooperation on defence matters is continuous and sub- 
stantial.'' government spokesman Dimitris Reppas said. 
‘Greece is'witfi Cyprus, not just in theory, but in practice.” he 
said but refused to comment on the reports that Greece would 
foot the bill for Russian Tcr-M 1 or S- 15 missiles for Cyprus. 

Lebanese PM denounces civilians' expulsion 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese Prime Minister Salim Hoss Fri- 
day described as a “criminal act” Israel's expulsion of civilians 
from a village in the zone it occupies in southern Lebanon. He 
said his government would “do everything possible and make 
the necessary contacts to enforce the return of those expelled to 
their village." Twenty-four members of one family were 
expelled Thursday night from the Sunni Muslim village of She- 
bua when two of their brothers were arrested on charges of 
killing of an official of Israel s proxy South Lebanon Army raib- 
tia. 

"Iraqi division commander executed’ 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — An Iraqi army division commander 
and ocher officers have been executed in a sign that Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein and his regime have been shaken inter- 
nally by U.S.-British bombings, a top U.S. general said. Gener- 
al .Anthony Zinni. commander of U.S. forces in the Gulf, said 
the executions in southern Iraq may have resulted from failure 
to obey the orders of Saddam Hussein's newly named chief in 
the south. General Ali Hassan Majid “We are seeing a number 
of things internally that f think demonstrate (hat he was shaken 
and the regime was shaken.” Zinni said at a Pentagon briefing. 
“We have seen executions in the soufo.” he said “One division 
in particular, lost its conirumander and several others." 


Egypt denies Abu 
Nidal was in Cairo 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
officials denied a British 
press report on Friday that 
a warned Palestinian guer- 
rilla chief had been in 
Egypt and fled from there 
to Iraq in mid-December. 

“Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa has repeatedly 
denied such reports,” said a 
foreign ministry official 
who wished to remain 
unnamed. “He said it a mil- 
lion times. I am not aware 
of anything new on this 
matter.” 

An interior ministry offi- 
cial also said his depart- 
ment knew nothing about 
the case. “We know noth- 
ing about Abu Nidal or 
about this article,” he said. 

The Guardian newspaper 
reported that Abu Nidal. a 
Palestinian guerrilla leader 
linked to a global cam- 
paign of bombings and 
assassinations, had fled 
from Egypt to Iraq out of 
fear that be might be hand- 
ed over to Western govern- 
ments. 

Quoting “normally reli- 
able diplomatic sources,” 
the newspaper said the 


Palestinian had moved to 
Baghdad from a Cairo hos- 
pital where he had been 
undergoing treatment for 
leukaemia. 

Egypt has consistently 
denied reports that Abu 
Nidal was in the country. 
His group is blamed for 
killing or wounding some 
.900 people in at least 20 
countries, including the 
wounding in 1982 of 
Israel’s ambassador in 
London Shlomo Argov. 

Western countries have 
accused Abu Nidal. now 
61. of masterminding gun 
and grenade attacks on 
Israeli airline check-in 
desks at Rome and Vienna 
airports in December 1985 
in which 19 people died 
and more than 100 were 
wounded. 

Abu Nidal. whose real 
name is Sabri A! Banna, 
heads the Fateh Revolu- 
tionary' Council, one of 12 
groups which had its assets 
frozen by U.S. President 
Bill Clinton in 1995 for 
waging campaigns to 
undermine the Middle East 
peace process. 


FLAMINGOS ON SALE IN IRAQ: An Iraqi man Friday displays two stuffed flamin- 
gos at the Ai Gazil market in Baghdad. The flamingos are sold for the equivalent of 
approximately $1.66 as decorations in Iraqi houses (Reuters photo) 

Humanitarian group plans relief 
shipment for Iraqi children 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

AMMAN — The “Help Iraq” 
project, organised by Family 
International will take truck- 
loads of much needed food, 
clothes, and medicine to foe 
children of Iraq on Sunday. 

The campaign started’ this 
month and has appealed to the 
Jordanian community at large 
to bring a little joy to the hearts 
of Iraqi children, said Family 
International organisers. 

“On seeing the miserable liv- 
ing conditions of the Iraqi chil- 
dren in orphanages, hospitals 
and impoverished schools, we 
strongly felt that we should do 
something.” said Florence Bjer- 
regaard, a member of Family 
International 

it is estimated that over half a 
million Iraqi children have died 
as a result of the eight-year-old 
U.N sanctions imposed on Iraq. 

According to Denis Halliday, 
former U.N. assistant secretary 
general, sanctions are starving 
to death 6.000 Iraqi infants 
every month. 

Even under the “oil-for-foocf ' 
deal, hospitals report that they 


do not have necessary equip- 
ment and medicine. The deal 
allows Baghdad to sell $52 bil- 
lion worth of oil every six 
months to buy much-needed 
food and medicine and to 
receive spare parts for its bat- 
tered oD industry. 

Iraq, however, has only been 
able to export S3 billion worth 
of crude in foe fifth six-month 
phase of the cfeaL 

“We hope to bring these chil- 
dren some joy at ‘Ed with toys, 
books, clothes, educational 
materials, food, and medicine," 
said Suad AbeidL an educator 
with Family International 

Abeidi told the Jordan Tunes 
that since the beginning c? the 
month, people in Jordan have 
been responding to calls to help 
alleviate a small part of the suf- 
fering of the Iraqi children. 

‘Every day we get calls from 
people who want to help in any 
way” Abeidi said, adding that 
all in-kind contributions had 
been sent to the Hava Centre 
for Culture and Arts to be trans- 
ported ro Iraq. 

“We’re hoping to be in Iraq in 
time for ‘Eid AI Fitr. On previ- 


ous trips, we distributed every- 
thing right into the hands of 
these children. The need there 
is tremendous, although I guess 
we can only play a small part in 
bringing joy and happiness to 
them.” said David Paul, another 
Family International member: 

The organisation consists of 
five families from all over the 
world. For the past five years, 
they have volunteered for com- 
munity service projects and 
provided educational pro- 
grammes through culture and 
entertainment 

“We have worked with chil- 
dren in different refugee camps 
using early learning approach- 
es,” Bjerregaard told foe Jordan 
Times. She added that foe 
organisation hod also visited 
needy families and distributed 
food packages in cooperation 
with the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency. 

Last year, the organisation 
commenced motivational edu- 
cational programmes for chil- 
dren at the various institutions 
Family International visited. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 477311 1-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Ani maniacs 

15:30 — ....The Adventures of the 
Bush Patrol 

16:00 . — Drama - Neighbours 

16:30 (Ch.2 links with Ch. 1 ) 

17:00 French programme 

— Faut Rk Rever 

18:15 Doc. - Omar Ben Abdul 

Aziz 

19:00 .New in French 

19:15 Words of Wisdom 

19 JO News Headlines 

19:35 Comedy — Mujghy Brown 
20:00 Islam in a Changing World 

20*-30 Drama - The Pretender 

21:10 An ABC Democracy 

21:20 Barton Pops Orchestra 

22,*00 --News in English 

22:30 ...-.Feature film — “Miracle 
Child” 

23:59 — — Twisted 

01:00 - -End of XX. 


PRAYER TIMES 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


04:56.. 


05:11... 


11:43... 


14:30... 


16:53.. 

wiNMfMWMmiMMN ...Maghreb 

18:15... 



CHURCHES 

Sl Mary of Nazareth Church 
Svrafleh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tei. 4624590 


Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624811. 

St Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 4771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865897 

German -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 5688404 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
SL John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
fiehTd. 5920146 
The Uniat e Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Cathode Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TfeL 4771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by die Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 


Relative cold weather condi- 
tions will prevail with skies 
partly cloudy. Scattered show- 
ered are expeced in various 
regions and winds westerly to 
northwesterly modeare. In 
Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy, winds northerly mod- 
erate, and seas calm. 

MixL/Max. temp. 

Amman 05/13 

Aqaba 10/20 

Deserts .—02/15 

Jordan Valley 1 1/21 

Yesterday’s high temperatures-. 
Amman 14 Aqaba 19. Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 39 percent, 
Aqaba 37 per cent. 

Following are the lempreatures 
expected today in the following 
areas: 

Ajloan - ...02/97 

Jerash ...,07/14 

Urn Qays..-.. .05/13 

Madaba .04/13 

Petra .02/13 

Dead Sea 11/21 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dc Fad! AI Khalib 5865456 


Dr. Yousef Faqih - ,4390104 

Dc MufchksHabseh 5519220 

De Mahammal Lubbadeb 5167914 

AMMAN: 

Firas Pharmacy 5661912 

AI Sal am Pharmacy 4636730 
Mayadah Pharmacy ...5537004 
RuknAlDawa Pharmacy 5556169 

IRBED: 

Dr. Ali Shuqairi tMltfiowi 

Fou’ad Pharmacy .t02j2753h0 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Issa AI Omari (09(901266 

Palestine Pharmacv..t09W83562 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre.....4637 1 1 1 
Civil Difence Dqxwment -5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue .4630341 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 199 
Rescue Police 192,4621 1 1 1.4637777 

Fire Brigade .4617101 

Blood Bank. ......4775121 

Highway Police - 5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price Complaints 5661 1 76 

Vito&Sewe^GTrpkmis 4897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints ."..78711! 

Telephone Information t directo- 
ry assistance) 12 J 


Overseas Calls .0132 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 4623 101 

AfcdaliTel. Repairs 5661 101 

JonlanTelevision .47731 1 1 

Radio Jordan .47741 1 1 

Water Authority 5680 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority .5815615 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Right lnformation..44-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport ..44-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgery 5921199 

The Islamic. Abdli . — 5666131/7 
Hussein Medical Centre-5856856 
LuzmiJa 4630195 

Khalidi Maternity. .4644281/6 

Aldleh Maternity— 4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maiemity._4642362 

Mai has, J, Amman .4636140 

Ritesrine, Shmeisam 5617707! 

Shmeisani Hospital 5607431 

Jordan Hospital 5607550 

University Hospital .—..5353444 
Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

AI-Ah!i,Abdali 5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 4777101/3 

ALBashir .4775111/26 

Army, Mafka .4891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -5157100 

Amal Hospital ._....„.,„..5607I55 
A! Amal Cancer Centre .5353000 


ZARQA: 

Zarqa 


Hospital 


(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

- (09)900560 

fbn Sina Hospital — (09)98673 1 
AI Htiona Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basraa Hospital 

402)275555 

Roman Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn AI Nafees Hospital 

-<02> 7101372. (02) 7103101 

Rosary Sisters Hospital 

l02) 7I02S31, <02) 

7 102011 

Speciality Hospital ....(02)7103100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)2014111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
(44)53200 where it should always 
be verified. Information on other 
frights is obtained on telephone 
(44) 52700 or (44) 52325a Infor- 
mation on Royal Wings flights can 
be supplied on phone 4875201-5 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:30 — —Damascus (RJ) 

09-JO .... .New Delhi (RJ) 

09:45 ..... Doha (RJ) 

09:55 Karachi. Dubai (RJ) 

10:05 Beirut (RJ) 

10 J5 — —.Colombo (RJ) 

15:00 -New York Amsterdam [Rfi 

16:20 .Cairo (RJ) 

17:40 London. Berlin (RJ) 

19:40 Rome (RJ) 

19:40 -Frankfurt (RJ) 

00:40 JLaraaca (RJ) 

03:00 -Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

04:00 —Jeddah (add)) RJ) 

07:00 Bangkok. Shariqah (RJ) 

Other Flights 

13:05 Vienna (OS) 

13:13 - Riyadh (SV) 

13:20 Abu Dhabi Doha (GF) 
I4HB Rome i.AZ) 

18:00 .—Dubai. Damascus (EK) 

*8 : 40 Beirut (ME) 

19:0 5 Paris (AF) 

19:13 Frankftm(LH) 

***? ■; Cairo (MSI 

«*:55 London, Damascus (BA) 

- --.Amsterdam (KL) 

91:99 “-.Belgrade (JU) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

09130 Aqaba (arriving at QAIA) 

10:10 Aqaba (arriving at Marka 
Airport) 


over 

salary 

dispute 

By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

AMMAN — The staff of the 
private AI Sharq Hospital has 
started an open-ended strike 
and refused to accept patients 
unless foe management pays 
salaries now three months 
overdue, a hospital official 
said Friday. 

The hospital's staff of 60, 
including doctors, nurses, lab 
technicians and others, has 
refused to admit new patients 
to the 40-beds hospital and 
will only treat emergency 
cases, said Sana’ Hater, a 
nurse. 

The troubles began eadkr 
last year when the hospital’s 
former management started; 
facing financial problems, 
which resulted in the sale erf 
tbs hospital to another compa- . 
ny, said Ala’ Mohammad, 
another nurse. Tbe two man- 
agements. however, could not 
agree on several financial 
points, which delayed the reg- 
istration of foe contract at foe 
Amman Chamber of Industry, 
which in turn delayed the pay- 
ment of the salaries. 

“We decided to hold an 
open-ended strike until foe 
hospital gives us our salaries,” 
said Mohammad. 

“They [the management] 
called foe police to direatemis 
and force us to rescind our 
decision, but when foe police 
found it to be a peaceful strike, 
they left us alone.” he added. _ 

Mohammad and other hos- 
pital staff said they will con- 
tinue their strike until they are 


“The hospital’s matrtgp 
ment has placed an official 
document on the hospitals 
bulletin board announcing that 
foe long overdue salaries, 
would be paid on Jaa 7," sad 
Mohammad. “But when foe 
staff went to collect the 
money, they were told there 
was still some delay and foal 
the salaries would be paid next 
week,” added Mohammad, 
who said he is planning to 
resign from foe hospital afe- 
he obtains his money. 

"They' are playing with us, 
they keep telling us today and 
tomorrow, but tomorrow 
never comes.” 

“We have families to sup- 
port. The Eid is coming atxl it 
entails many expenses,” be 
complained 

Shafiq Bakri, the former 
manager of foe hospital 
declined to comment on the 
issue, and Bassem Kashi the 
current hospital director, was 
unavailable for comment 


16:00 Aqaba (arriving ai Mafia 
Airpon) (RW) 

22:50 Aqaba (arriving at Mfflka 
Airport) (RW) 


DEPARTURES . 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHgjbts _ 

06 JO Beirut (RJ) 

09i35 Jrankfurt (RJ) 

11:15 _RomeGW) 

11 JO Amsterdam. New Ycric (RJ) 

12 KM) Geneva, Madrid (RJ) 

12:00 Brussels, Paris (RJ) 

12:15 London (RJ) 

12:30 Cairo tRJ) 

20:00 Riyadh, Dbahran (RJ) 

20:15 Bombay (RJ) 

20:30 ledd&.&y 

21:00 ....Abu Dhabi DubafflU): 

21:20 LanwcafRJ) 

22:00 Jeddah (arfd)«fr 

23:00 Ieddafi (addHR-0 


Other Flights 

06:15 Damascus, London (BA) 

06:30 Larflaca (OO 

14:15 Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (Gfr 

14:45 Riyadh^ 

15:50 ^-Vienna (PS) 

19=00 Dubs* (EK) 

20d)0 iBemfftt© 

22-35 .Qifoi’iW 

(KH35 Amsterdam (KU. 

02:10 BelgradeiJU? 


Royal Wings (RW) - 
07:00 Aqaba (from Marka Airf. : 
pot) (RW) 

08:30 Aqaba (from 
ponKRWI ' 

20-.30 Aoaba {from QAIA) (Rwi 
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found 
in well 

By Rana Husseini 

AMMAN — Police are 
investigating tire death of a 
^-year-old woman whose 
body was found in a water 
well at an olive press in 
ftaraiba on Wednesday, offi- 
cial sources said. 

The woman, identified as 
V/M- and a mother of a six- 
year-old child, had been 
reported missing by her hus- 
band four days ago. one 
source said. 

The woman was found by 
workers at the press, who 
informed the authorities, the 
source added 

The source described the 
weQ as being deep and wide, 
but with a narrow opening. 

Officials ruled out the pos- 
sibility that the woman may 
have been murdered and 
said preliminary investiga- 
tions indicate that she might 
lavs accidentally fell into 
the wed 

Another source told the 
Jordan Times that the 
‘'woman had suffered from 
mental problems.” 

“We were told by the vic- 
tim's husband, who works 
asa guard at rhe olive press, 
ihat his wife was mentally 
ill" the source said. 

It took the Civil Defence 
Department two hours to 
pull the woman's decom- 
posing body from the well. 
•The body was taken to the 
National Institute for Foren- 
sic Medicine for an autopsy 
to determine the cause of 

ffcath. 


KING RECEIVES VISIT FROM CROWN PRINCE: His Majesty King Hussein on Friday sits behind the wheel 
of a car as he poses with His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, at the King's London residence. 
King Hussein was paid a brief visit by the Crown Prince (Reuters photo) 


‘Awqaf Ministry to enforce directives 
concerning politics, mosques’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Min- 
istry' of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affaire is determined to cany 
out government orders to pre- 
vent the abuse of mosque pul- 
pits to promote ideological 
objectives of political parties, 
according to Awqaf Minister 
Abdul Salam Abbadi. 

In a dialogue with deputies, 
senators and other politicians 
organised by the Arwa Withqa 
Society on Thursday to dis- 
cuss a draft awqaf law, Abbadi 
said that in the draft law and 


the Political Parties Law, the 
government has sought to 
keep mosques separate from 
political parties' activities 
because they are places of 
worship for ail people. 

Abbadi said the ministry 
does not object to mosque 
preachers delivering sermons 
on purely religious matters or 
the appointment of people 
affiliated with political groups. 
He noted that ai least 200 min- 
istry employees are members 
of the Muslim Brotherhood. 


Saying that more than LOUD 
mosque preachers are under- 
qualified and have no degrees 
making them eligible for the 
position of imam at mosques, 
Abbadi said the ministry has 
drawn up plans to qualify 
mosque preachers. He said the 
ministry has over the past 
three years appointed I.S00 
employees who hold universi- 
ty and community college 
diplomas as part of its drive to 
upgrade the ministry's ser- 
vices. 


Referring to it> either ser- 
vices. Abbadi said the ministry 
builds more than 1 50 mosques 
every year and nms two cen- 
tres and hospices in Amman 
and Maan that provide shelter 
and food to needy Muslims. 

Abbadi also announced that 
the ministry’s 1999 fiscal bud- 
get includes a JD5 million 
allocution to be spent on 
salaries and services provided 
by the Awqaf department in 
charge of the holy sites of 
Jerusalem. 


Israel approves doctors 
chosen to examine 
Jordanian prisoners 


By Caroline Fanij 

AMMAN — Israel on 
Thursday approved a list of 
doctors chosen by the Jor- 
dan Medical Association to 
examine 14 Jordanian pris- 
oners held in Israeli jails, a 
senior official said Friday. 

"We received on Thursday 
official approval from the 
Israeli authorities to allow 
the five doctors that were 
nominated by the JMA to 
examine the Jordanian pris- 
oners who are presumed 
ill," Jordanian Ambassador 
to Israel Omar Rifai told the 
Jordan Times on Friday. 

Last week. Israel rejected 
the list, which included only 
JMA-member doctors living 
in east Jerusalem. 

"Israel is playing politics 
and crying to force the asso- 
ciation's hand in normalisa- 
tion." JMA President 
Bassem Dajani roJd the Jor- 
dan Times on Wednesday. 

Rifai said the embassy 
informed the association's 
representative in east 
Jeru>alem about the official 
Israeli approval. 

"We’ve infonned the head 
of the JMA Jerusalem cen- 
tre. Dr. Hisham Arda, who 
will head the team that will 
examine the Jordanian pris- 
oners. about the Israeli 
approval." the Ambassador 
said. 

According to Rifai, the 
doctors should complete 
their mission this week. 

The JMA. a stronghold of 
anti-normalisation with 
Israel, together with the 
other 1 2 professional 


unions, ha* threatened to 
expel an> of ire members 
who either visit Israel or 
conduct activities with the 
Jewish state. 

Officials said ihe associa- 
tion's decision to send a 
team of doctors "on a purely 
humanitarian mission” to 
examine the Jordanian pris- 
oners. many of them said to 
be suffering from serious 
psychological and health 
problems, posed the tough- 
est test yet to their determi- 
nation to fight normalisa- 
tion. 

In November, the Jordan- 
ian embassy obiained Israeli 
approval to send physicians 
to examine the prisoners. 

The issue was raised after 
a visit on Oct. 20 by family 
members of 12 prisoners 
held in Israel. The visit was 
the first to be approved by 
the Israeli government 
under the 1994 Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty. 

The families had said the 
prisoners were suffering 
from serious health prob- 
lem> and urged the govern- 
ment to Jo its utmost to 
secure their release. 

In a statement they issued 
then, the families said: "All 
the prisoners suffer from 
deteriorating psychological 
and health conditions as a 
result of their prolonged and 
unjustified detention and 
poor living conditions.” 

Rifai said that the 
embassy's top priority now 
is the prisoners' condition 
and that envoys are visiting 
them even r week. 

"Our aim is to secure the 


release of all Jordanian pris- 
oners in Israel... we arc 
making every possible effort 
and exerting pressure in 
order to win the release of 
all our prisoners.” Rifai 
said. "We hope our efforts 
will lead to poxiii\e results 
soon.” 

The prisoners had been 
held in two jails in Sham and 
Nafha before their recent 
transfer to the Ashkelon 
prison in southern Israel 
upon a request by the Jor- 
danian authorities. 

In the past four years, Tel 
Aviv freed more than 20 
Jordanian prisoners who 
were caught infiltrating 
Israel or were jailed because 
of alleged affiliation with 
banned Palestinian groups. 

Israel says the remaining 
14 prisoners were convicted 
of serious offences, such as 
fataJ attacks on Israelis. The 
Jewish state insists that they 
spend their prison terms in 
Israel, while Jordan is seek- 
ing their handover to Jor- 
danian custody. 

However. informed 
sources .said that "in addi- 
tion to the 14 Jordanians 
imprisoned on security 
charges, there are six more 
held in Israel on criminal 
offences.” 

Israel freed most Jordan- 
ian prisoners in its jails more 
than one year ago in 
exchange for two Mossad 
agents who attempted to 
assassinate Khaled 

Misha* al. a leading member 
of the Islamic Resistance 
Movement. Hamas, in 
Amman in 1997. 
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Conservation society 
survey seeks to shed light 
on domestic water use 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Royal Society for the Con- 
servation of Nature Friday 
said it is currently analysing 
the results of its recent sur- 
vey on water use in order to 
effectively promote public 
awareness and find new 
water saving methods. 

The director of the soci- 
ety’s Environmental Public 
Awareness Campaign. 
Ahmad Rousan, said the 
survey, which included 
questions developed by 
international and local water 
experts, was carried out in 
40 schools around the King- 
dom. It targeted students 
and teachers on their house- 
hold use of water. 

The society and the gov- 
ernment work together to 
raise public awareness, 
especially among students, 
through conservation clubs 
and activities and to intro- 
duce conservation subjects 
into school curricula. 

. Several months ago, Min- 
•stor of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment Tawfiq Kreishan, in a 
statement marking Interna- 
tional Ozone Day, urged 
schools to help the govern- 
ment in its efforts to raise 
public awareness on pro- 
•GQing the environment. 

A U.S. programme, Glob- 


al Learning and Observing 
to Benefit the Environment, 
is being taught at 16 Jordan- 
ian schools to help teachers 
and students cooperate on 
protecting nature. 

Around $57,000 worth of 
booklets, brochures and 
banners will be distributed 
to students and teachers. 

Rousan added that the 
study would help produce a 
documentary film in coop- 
eration with Jordan Televi- 
sion to raise awareness 
regarding the warer situa- 
tion in Jordan. 

Experts say Jordanians 
will have to live with chron- 
ic water shortages as the 
government scrambles to 
find local and foreign 
financiers to fund new, non- 
traditional water sources. 
According to an official 
report fresh water resources 
will be fully utilised by the 
year 2005. Hence, invest- 
ment in water projects is one 
of the government's major 
goals for the 21st century to 
help solve the water crisis. 

Official figures suggest 
that by the year 2000. Jor- 
dan's population, growing at 
around 3.5 per cent per year, 
will require 1,257 million 
cubic metres of water to 
cover minimum needs, 
while resources will be 


capable of supplying only 
960 million cubic metres. 

According to Rousan, the 
survey is part of an ongoing 
public awareness scheme 
implemented in conjunction 
with the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation and funded by 
the United States Agency 
for International Develop- 
ment. 

He added that the project 
comes in accordance with 
regional conservation 

efforts, including those in 
Palestine, Tunisia. Morocco 
and Oman. 

A three-day workshop 
involving international, 
regional and local organisa- 
tions will be held here in 
February on the issue. 

Responsible for protecting 
the Kingdom’s natural 
resources, wildlife and wild 
areas, the RSCN, a non- 
governmental society 
formed in 1966, manages 
six nature reserves and has 
plans to set up another 
seven. 

The society is u member 
of the International Union 
for the Conservation of 
Nature, the World Wide 
Fund for Nature and other 
international environmental 
bodies. It is also the Middle 
East representative of 
BindLife International. 


Study finds multi-system disease ‘common’ in Jordan 


By Hind-La ra Mango 

AMMAN — A study 
released recently has found 
dial Behcet Disease, an 
incurable multi-system dis- 
order which attacks joints, 
eyes and the central nervous 
system, is common in Jor- 
dan. 

”We studied 150 cases of 
Behcet Disease in Jordan 
over Four years and found 
that it attacks young males 
between 20 and 30 years of 
age.” said Wafa’ Madanat. 
president of the Friends of 
Behcet Disease Patients 
Society. 

’it runs a similar course 
found in Mediterranean 
countries, and we believe the 
disease is very common in 
Jordan." Madanat told the 
Jordan Times in a recent 
interview. 

The study indicated that 
the mean age for Jordanians 
suffering from the disease is 


31 and that ihe male/ female 
ratio stands at three to one. 

"It attacks those at their 
peak of economic productiv- 
ity and leaves them econom- 
ically and socially depen- 
dent," MudanaL said. 

“These patients badly need 
rehabilitation to adapt to 
their new condition. Sadly, 
this is not available here.” 
she said. 

Specialists say this disease 
can only be diagnosed altera 
pattern of symptoms appear, 
which may take several 
years. 

The disease was officially 
identified in 1937 by Turkish 
dermatologist Hulusi 

Behcet, but there are records 
that may indicate its pres- 
ence in Greece dating back 
to 500 B.C. 

Jordanian Khalil Abdul 
Jalil was 15 years old when 
he started to develop oral 
ulcers and began to lose sen- 
sation in his hands. Now; at 


25. he has developed full- 
blown Behcet Disease, and 
the • problem has affected 
others in his family of !2. 

For the past two years, 
researchers have attempted 
to determine whether the 
disease is related to heredi- 
tary factors. 

The study found that 57 
per cent of victims were 
related to others who suf- 
fered from the disease. 

The Behcet Disease Study 
Group in Jordan has been 
cooperating with British and 
Japanese universities in 
researching hereditary fac- 
tors relating to the disease. 

".All signs indicate that 
there is a direct correlation 
between the disease and 
hereditary factors, especially 
in young patients.” Madanat 
said. 

Madanat ’s 100-member 
society is uying to secure 
some benefits from the state- 
run health system to help 


those suffering from Behcet 
Disease. 

In- order to save scarce 
financial resources, die 
Behcet Disease Patients 
Society encourages patients 
to help each other by giving 
away medicine they no 
longer need. 

According to the study, 
released in October during 
the Eighth International 
Congress on Behcet Disease 
in Italy, 40 per cent of 
patients had recurrent oral 
ulcers and 46 per cent suf- 
fered from eye lesions, with 
20 per cent of them eventu- 
ally losing their vision. 

However, ophthalmologist 
Faisal Fay ad told the Jordan 
Times that the effects of 
Behcet Disease on the eye 
can be controlled by drugs or 
surgery. "But we can't cure 
[he disease itself." he added. 

The study found that 29 
per cent of victims devel- 
oped thrombosis, 30 percent 


developed arthritis and 41 
per cent had problems with 
their central nervous sys- 
tems. 

Madanat stressed the 
importance of raising aware- 
ness on the disease. 

"People sometimes have 
oral ulcere and then forget 
about them once they disap- 
pear. If they do have Behcet 
Disease, the symptoms will 
eventually show after sever- 
al years.” 

Severe cases of this dis- 
ease can lead to problems in 
the larger blood vessels near 
the hean. 

Doctors said treatment for 
Behcet Disease mainly 
focuses on suppressing the 
immune system, which 
becomes over-aggressive 
due to the affliction. 

If the immune system is 
calmed down, then inflam- 
mation does not break out so 
frequently, making symp- 
toms less severe. 


Decision on lifting deputy’s immunity postponed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Legal Committee of the 
Lower House of Parliament 
has postponed until the end 
of Ramadan a decision on 
whether to lift the immunity 
of Deputy Ahmad Oweidi 
Abbadi to enable the crimi- 
nal prosecutor to question 
him over an alleged case of 
sexual assault. 

Mahmoud Kharabsheh. 


the committee’s rapporteur, 
was quoted Friday by the 
local press as saying that the 
committee members decid- 
ed on the postponement in 
view of the difficulties in 
reaching a consensus. 

The committee members 
were reported to have been 
split on wherher to lift 
Abbadi’s immunity only 
partially to allow the ques- 


tioning but not an indict- 
ment. to lift it completely, or 
to delay discussion of the 
matter, according to the 
local press. 

Last week, Kharabsheh 
was quoted as saying that 
the committee was likely to 
recommend that the House 
lift Abbadi 's immunity so 
that he could be questioned 
in connection with charges 


relating to two cases of 
alleged sexual assault. 

For his part, Abbadi has 
categorically denied the 
charges, saying that they 
were fabricated by certain 
parties seeking revenge on 
him. 

According to House regu- 
lations, cases concerning 
immunity of deputies are 
referred to the Legal Com- 


mittee for review. The com- 
mittee should issue recom- 
mendations to the House 
u'iihin two weeks. 

The Constitution states 
thai senators and deputies 
shall nor be subject to pros- 
ecution while Parliament is 
in session unless an absolute 
majority of the Lower 
House finds sufficient evi- 
dence to allow prosecution. 
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what’s going on 

POETRY FESTIVAL . . . 

* Poetry recitation with the participation or sev 
Arab poets at the City Hall, Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity, Ras Al ‘Ain at 7:30 p.m. 

concert . 

* Musical performance by Hamdi Ai Sa di of Iraq a 
toe Royal Cultural Centre at 7:30 pm. 

exhibitions . „ hcrrqcI 

* Exhibition of ceramics, sculpture ^abstract 
(plastic) art by Jordanian, Iraqi- Syrian, Le • - 
Sudanese artists at Hammourabi Art Gallery. 

Sl *er (Tel. 5536098), until Jan. 25. 

£ SS - works by *®»l *i* n - 

Orfali Art Gallery, Um Uthaina (Tel. 55-693-J, 

Feb. i. 

* The Tenth Anniversary Exhibition ^ 

"*y Arab Artists at Darat .Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh ( lei. 
^325 1/2, until Jan. 2S. 


Official denies allegations of house 
demolitions in Palestinian refugee camps 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The director of the 
Palestinian Affairs Department on 
Friday denied that infrastructure pro- 
jects being implemented in the coun- 
try's less-developed regions, includ- 
ing Palestinian refugee camps, entail 
the demolition of refugees’ homes or 
iheir permanent settlement in Jordan. 

“The projects do not entail the 
demolition of any Palestinian 
refugee's home in any of the 13 camps 
in Jordan. The current government- 
organised land survey operations are 
merely designed to pave the way for 
improving die infrastructure services 
in the camps,” the department's direc- 
tor, Ibrahim Badran. said in a state- 
ment published in the local press. 

Earlier, Deputy Khalil Attiyeh had 
charged that allocations in the fiscal 
budget for improving conditions in 
the camps were fuelling suspicions 


among refugees about the ultimate 
objective of such plans. 

“It would have been better to spend 
these funds on income-generating 
projects that could stimulate the 
national economy instead of carrying 
out these projects, which have politi- 
cal implications that (he Palestinian 
refugees are being settled permanent- 
ly in the Kingdom,” Attiyeh said. 

He said such projects will weaken 
the position of Jordanian negotiators 
with regard to the fate of the refugees 
in final status talks between Israel and 
the PNA. Attiyeh added that he was 
opposed to home demolitions that aim 
at erasing the camps' identity and 
nature. 

In response, Badran said: ”U is 
unreasonable that engineering opera- 
tions and the construction of sewage, 
electricity and road networks can be 


done without proper surveys.' 

"These projects are merely aimed at 
improving conditions in the refugee 
camps and raising the level of ser- 
vices for their residents,” added Bad* 
ran. 

He said that the government was 
doing everything in its power to help 
the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency meet its commitments to the 
refugees but that rhe government can- 
not remain passive if the agency fails 
to carry out the necessary works or 
fails to guarantee the refugees’ essen- 
tial services. 

The state's fiscal budget for this 
year as submitted by Finance Minister 
"Michael Marto to Parliament last 
month provides for JD32 million for 
infrastructure services in less-devel- 
oped regions, including Palestinian 
refugee camps, during 1999. 


Foreign minister 
meets with Abu Mazen 
on peace process 

The goal of the meeting is 
"to coordinate positions on 
the Arab-Israeli peace 
process and the frozen 
Palestinian-l.sraeli Wye 
River accord" concluded in 
October. Khatib said. 

The Wye River Memo- 
randum called for three 
Israeli withdrawals fro m 
the West Bank over three 
months. 

The first has been carried 
out, but Israel balked ar 
conducting the next two 
withdrawals, saying that 
the Palestinians hSd no 
carried out the security side 

at the deal. y ae 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Abdul Hah Khatib 
held weekend talks with 
Palestinian number two 
Mahmoud Abbas on the 
deadlocked Middle East 
peace process, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

In their Thursday meet- 
ing. the two also discussed 
a planned three-way meet- 
ing with Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa, set to 
be held in Amman around 
Jan. 20. after the feast 
marking the end of the 
Muslim fasting month of 
Ramadan. 
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Thousands riot 
in Indonesian town 


KARAWANG. Indonesia 
lAP) — Thousands of riot- 
ers rampaged through an 
Indonesian town Friday, 
hurling stones at police sta- 
tions and looting shops. 
Officers fired at the mobs, 
killing at least one person 
and injuring six others. 

Rioters banged drums, 
burned a motorcycle, shout- 
ed taunts at security forces 
and threw sidewalk bricks 
at them. They smashed the 
windows of two Protestant 
churches and attacked the 
home of an ethnic Chinese 
businessman. 

“This is because of the 
government." said one man, 
reflecting deep public mis- 
trust of the state that has 
emerged in the past year. 

But much of the violence 
in Karawang on the main 
island of Java lacked any 
political motive, with loot- 
ers cheering and grabbing 
shoes, candles and umbrel- 
las from stores. Young boys 
joined in the chaos. 

Dozens of rioters were 
arrested, including one sol- 
dier dressed in civilian 
clothing, said police chief 
Col. Ahmad Hidayat. He 
did not speculate why the 
soldier was involved. 

Civil unrest plagued the 
Southeast Asian nation of 


210 million in 199S and 
shows no signs of abating. 

In May. deadly riots and 
student protests helped oust 
former President Suharto 
after 32 years of iron-hand- 
ed rule, and authorities fear 
an escalation of violence 
ahead of national elections 
in June. 

Riots broke out early 
Friday in Karawang. 60 
kilometres east of the 
Indonesian capital of 
Jakarta, after rumours 
spread that police had mis- 
treated motorcycle drivers 
who ferry passengers for a 
living. 

Mobs at first broke down 
the door of a department 
store and looted goods. 
Hidayat! told the private 
Sonora radio news station. 

The crowd swelled and 
attacked the police head- 
quarters and other posts, 
forcing police to fire on 
their assailants. It was not 
known if police were using 
plastic bullets or live 
ammunition. 

A 19-year-oid high school 
student was shot and killed, 
said RoSid, a medic in the 
emergency room at the 
main town hospital. 

Six people were wounded 
by gunfire and mobs beat 
two others. 


Witnesses said looters in 
Karawang, which is located 
in a rice-growing area, did 
not single out shops owned 
by ethnic Chinese entrepre- 
neurs. However, some riot- 
ers threw stones at a house 
owned by a Chinese busi- 
nessman. 

Much of the violence in 
Indonesia in 1998 and in 
previous years was directed 
at the Chinese minority, 
which is resented partly 
because of its relative 
wealth. Many Chinese in 
predominately Muslim 
Indonesia are Christian or 
Buddhist. 

The persistent riots in 
Indonesia have been linked 
to a number of causes, 
including economic hard- 
ship, lethnic and religious 
tensions and political tur- 
moil. Also, many people are 
suspicious of the armed 
forces, which has acknowl- 
edged human rights abuses 
during the Suharto era. 

President BJ. Habibie. 
Suharto's successor, is 
implementing political 
reforms but student activists 
say his measures fall far 
short : of real democracy. 
One of their key complaints 
is that the military retains a 
prom men t role in politics. 


Indonesian torture victim! testi- 
fies as military trial resumes 


JAKARTA (AFP) — A 
young political activist tes- 
tified at a court martial here 
Friday that he was abducted 
and repeatedly tortured with 
electric shock treatment in 
the last months of the 
Suharto regime. 

But two other activists 
who had also been kid- 
napped and tortured refused 
to testify. 

Speaking as a witness at 
the trial of 1 1 members of 
the elite special forces unit 
charged with abducting nine 
activists. Neza Patna, 28. 
said he was subjected to the 
shocks during a three-day 
interrogation. 

“They asked me if I knew 
Mega. Gus Dur, Benny 
Murdani... every time I 
answered no, I was submit- 
ted to shocks," said Neza. 
one of nine activists the 
feared Kopassus special 
forces soldiers are accused 
of abducting. 

He was referring to oppo- 
sition politician Megawati 
Sukarnoputri. Muslim 
leader Abdurrahman Wahid 
(Gus Dur) and retired mili- 
tary intelligence chief and 
Suharto critic Benny 
Murdani. 

Neza. one of three victims 
in the small court room 
packed with some 100 jour- 
nalists. lawyers and 
observers, at first refused to 
testify, saying before he 
wanted the military to pro- 
duce information on 13 
missing activists. 

Chief military judge 
Colonel Santoso told Reza 
he would face legal action if 
he failed to testify, and 


added information on the 13 
would be unlikely to resur- 
face unless he did. 

Santoso also rejected 
arguments put forward by 
the National Commission 
on Human Rights last week, 
which called for the court 
martial to be halted. 

Citing a prosecution argu- 
ment that the 1 1 had acted 
on their own out of concern 
for national security, the 
commission had said the 
trial appeared designed 
solely to shelter the military 
high command and make 
scapegoats out of the 
accused, seven of them 
junior officers. 

The elite Kopassus forces 
were commanded by 
Prabowo Subianto. a son- 
in-law of former president 
Suharto, at the time of the 
abductions. Prabowo has 
since been dismissed from 
the military in connection 
with the kidnappings and is 
now' in Jordan. 

The chief judge asked the 
11 accused, standing ram- 
rod straight in their trade- 
mark red berets, if they 
would like to seek legal 
counsel before the court- 
martial resumed, but all said 
no. 

Two other activists who 
had resurfaced after being 
detained for months, 
refused to testify at the 
court martial. 

Pius Lustrilanang, and 
Audi Arief. separately 
ignored the threat of legal 
action and told the court 
martial they refused to testi- 
fy before the military made 
clear the whereabouts of 13 


other missing activists. 

Human rights organisa- 
tions j say a total of 23 
activists were abducted in 
the latst months of the rule 
of forjner president Suharto, 
who stepped down in May 
amid jmass protests, but the 
1 1 accused are charged only 
with the abductions of the 
nine ^ho have resurfaced. 

One has been found dead, 
and IB others remain miss- 
ing. 

Reza told the court that he 
and fellow activist A an 
Rusdijanto were grabbed by 
four men in plain clothes at 
night ! from the apartment 
they shared on March 13, 
frogmarched downstairs, 
blindfolded and manacled 
and driven to an unknown 
destination. 

He said he was interrogat- 
ed and tortured for three 
days, before being moved to 
an unknown place for one- 
day, then spent three 
months incarcerated in 
Jakarta's police headquar- 
ters before being released. 

Asked to identify any of 
the defendants, he pointed 
to 36-year-old Captain 
Yulius Sylvanus. 

Syvanus however told the 
court he thought it would 
have been impossible for 
Reza to have seen him. as 
he had met only Ann and 
used a different vehicle. 

“He (Reza) was in the 
kitchen peeling an apple at 
the time I opened the door 
and was met by A an and he 
could nor have seen me," 
Sylvanus said. 

The trial was set to 
resume Tuesday. 


China slams India for 
failing to stop protests 
by Tibetan separatists 


BELTING l AFP) — China 
Friday blasted India for 
failing to stop a group of 
Tibetan protesters from 
storming the Chinese 
embassy in New Delhi and 
demanding independence 
from the Communist super- 
power. 

“The Indian government 
did nothing to intercept the 
protest,” a spokesman for 
China's foreign ministry 
told AFP. 

“This violates the Indian 
government’s promise to 
Chinese not to allow split- 
tists to carry out these kinds 
of activities." he added. 

Around 60 protesters 
from the Tibetan Youth 
Congress stormed the main 
gates of the Chinese 


embassy compound in the 
Indian capital Thursday, 
taking the Indian security 
guards by surprise. 

They had just completed 
an 11 -day march across 
northern India to promote 
the cause of Tibetan inde- 
pendence. 

Around 20 of the activists 
managed to scale the gates 
and ran inside the complex, 
shouting slogans. 

The remainder burned and 
then stamped on a Chinese 
flag, chanting “Freedom for 
Tibet” and “Down with 
China,” before leaving the 
compound voluntarily. 

“India’s behaviour has 
hurt the sovereignty of 
China. The Chinese govern- 
ment hopes that the Indian 


government will put forth 
serious representations and 
protests." China's foreign 
ministry spokesman said. A 
Chinese delegation pulled 
out of a business conference 
in the northern city of 
Jaipur after learning that 
organisers had invited 
Tibet’s exiled spiritual 
leader, the Dalai Lama, to 
give a lecture. 

India is home to around 
100,000 Tibetans, most of 
whom fled their homeland 
along with the Dalai Lama 
after an abortive uprising 
against Chinese rule in 
1959. 

The Dalai Lama heads a 
govemment-in-extie based 
in the northern Indian hill 
town of Dharamsala. 


Indian policemen frisk a government official who was a passenger aboard the 
Pakistan-bound bus from New Delhi. The 30-sea ter air-conditioned bos was flagged 
off from the Indian capital on a test run to Lahore with only government officials on 
board and amid tight security. The proposed service, the regular run of which is 
scheduled to start on Jan. 20, is the first ever bus service between the two arch-rivals 
since they achieved independence from Britain in 1947 (Reuters photo) 

Militant Muslims protest 
India-Pakistan bus service 


LAHORE. Pakistan (AP) 
— Hundreds of militant 
Muslim men waving flags 
and condemning the gov- 
ernment protested Friday 
against the First bus service 
in 50 years between 
Pakistan and its uneasy 
neighbour India. 

Gathered outside the 
grand white marble Shuada 
mosque in the heart of 
Lahore protesters warned 
prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif to stop the bus serve 
or “we will forcibly srop it.” 

The inaugural bus left the 
Indian capital of New Delhi 
earlier Friday amid tight 
security and was expected 
to arrive in Pakistan before 
midnight. 

The bus service is an 
attempt to improve relations 
between the two neighbours 
who have gone to war three 
times since the Asian sub- 
continent gained its inde- 
pendence from Britain in 


1947. 

Since last May when both 
countries exploded under- 
ground nuclear devices and 
declared themselves nuclear 
powers, they have been 
under considerable pressure 
from the international com- 
munity to extend a hand of 
friendship to each other. 

But demonstrators in 
Lahore, all of whom 
belonged to the right wing 
Islamic party. Jamaat-e- 
Islami. said they wanted no 
part of a friendship with 
India. 

Instead they accused 
Sharif’s government of sell- 
ing out Muslim militants 
waging a bloody secession- 
ist uprising in India’s vio- 
lence wracked state of 
Kashmir. 

India accuses Pakistan of 
fomenting violence in its 
only Muslim dominated 
state where a 10-year-old 
insurgency has left thou- 


sands of people dead. 

Both neighbours lay claim 
to a united Kashmir which 
was divided between the 
two countries when the 
British withdrew from the 
Asian subcontinent and 
declared it independent. 

The flash point of two 
previous wars many fear it 
could spark a fourth con- 
frontation that could esca- 
late into a nuclear war. 

“We will never allow 
Nawaz Sharif to start this 
bus service.” said Jamaat-e- 
Islami leader Liaqat Baluch. 
“This is part of an American 
agenda... it will send a mes- 
sage to Kashmiri freedom 
fighters that Islamabad will 
not support them." 

Baluch said his activists 
would not disrupt the inau- 
gural service but warned 
that if a second bus trip was 
attempted “we will have no 
choice but to stop it by 
force.” 


Study suggests some 
avoid fat by fidgeting 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Some people seem to be able 
to fidget away fat, according to 
a Mayo Clinic study aimed at 
finding out why some stay 
slim when overeating, while 
others gain weight. 

The study, published today 
in die journal Science, 
involved 16 volunteers fed 
1,000 extra calories a day for 
eight weeks as instruments 
measured their energy use. 

At the end, some of the sub- 
jects gained as much as 16 
pounds, others as little as two. 

The difference, says Dr. 
Michael D. Jensen of the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester. 
Minn., was the ’•fidget factor.” 

“It is some sort of physical 
activity that they (the low 
weight-gainers) are doing 
more throughout the day than 
theothens."hesaid. 

“It could be fidgeting or 
moving around or just being a 
little more restless.” The study 
was designed to investigate 
why some people seem to 
relentlessly gain weight, while 
others, eating roughly the 
same diet, seem to stay slim. 

Jensen and his colleagues 
picked subjects for the study 
who had sedentary' jobs, such 
as office work, and who did 
not engage in regular physical 
workouts. They were outfitted 
with accelerometers — instru- 


ments that measure move- 
ments — to determine how- 
much energy they expended 

Additionally, there were spe- 
cial blood chemistry tests to 
measure energy expenditure 
that was so slight it could not 
be picked up by the accelerom- 
eter;. 

The result showed that it was 
not the gross movements, such 
as walking or climbing stairs, 
drat made the difference. It was 
the small, fidgeting-like move- 
ments that separated the fast 
gainers from those who stayed 
slim. 

“The people who were burn- 
ing a lot of extra calories were 
doing it in the activities of 
daily life,” said Jensen. This 
could be fidgeting, standing up 
often, stretching and just the 
effort to maintain a good pos- 
ture. he said 

The researcher said that each 
muscle movement bums calo- 
ries and uses some of the 
excess energy that might oth- 
erwise be stored as fat 

“The take-home message is 
that every little motion 
counts." Jensen said ’“Clearly 
the people who are doing little 
activities during the day are not 
gaining weight even though 
they were eating more. So it 
looks like the more you do, 
even in small activities, the 
more it counts in controlling 


weight” 

Previous studies have shown 
that people metabolise food — 
or break it down into chemi- 
cals used to power muscles 
and other bodily functions — 
at different rates. Jensen said 
his study did not address 
whether that might be respon- 
sible for the differences. 

The study used four women 
and 12 men, all between the 
ages of 20 and 35. Jensen said 
the women tended to gain 
weight more readily than did 
the men. 

“The fidgetiness of an indi- 
vidual likely plays a more 
important role in daily energy 
expenditure than previously 
thought," Eric Ravussin of Hi 
Lilly and Co., and Elliot 
Danforth Jc of the University 
of Vermont said in an analysis 
of the study in Science. 

“This carefully conducted 
study provides an interesting 
explanation for the differences 
in gain of body fat in response- 
to overeating.” Ravussin and 
Danforth said. 

The fidgeting mechanism, 
they noted, “could explain 
why some of us escaped gain- 
ing weight, whereas others did 
not, after overindulging during 
the past holiday season. “ 

Science is the journal of the 
American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, 
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Dutch ministry reports 
fifth mad cow case 






m 


MAARTENSDUK. Netherlands (AP) — AU livestock 
at a farm in this central Dutch village were being, 
slaushtered Friday after tests revealed that one oftha 
herd** had contracted mad cow disease, thefifth case-; 
discovered in the Netherlands. A total of 80 cows, 15- 
sheep and a cat were destroyed and the farm sealed^ 
off to stop the spread of the disease, known officially^ 
as bovine spongiform encephalopathy. Research has- v 
linked consumption of beef from BSE-infected cattle 
ro the Creutzfeld-Jakob brain disease in humans. The 
infected cow was killed last year. Tests revealed 
Thursday that it was suffering from BSE, the agricul- 
ture ministry announced. Investigators were attempt- 
ing to trace and destroy other cattle related to the 
infected cow- and were investigating what it had been 

fed mad cow disease is often contracted by cattle 

reared on feed containing offal from sheep and other 
animals. Such feeds have been banned in the 
Netherlands since 1989. 

OSCE force for Kosovo to be smaller 

BONN (AFP) — The OSCE verification mission in 
Kosovo will probably have 1,600 members and not 
2,000 as initially planned. German Defense Minisier 
Rudolf Scharping said here Friday. Germany will still 
be providing the First 200 men to the mission of the 
Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), which is to oversee a ceasefire in the 
Albanian-majority Serbian province, Scharping told 
reporters. He said he hoped the OSCE mission could : 
still succeed, despite its lessened numbers. Scharping. 
said the situation in Kosovo “was each day more wot-; 
tying” as neither the Kosovo rebels nor the Serbs 
seem ready to reach an agreement. “The hope for a]; 
political solution must not be the only basis of our 1 
action,” he warned, in a reference to NATO threats to 
intervene if Fighting resumes. 

Azerbaijan prisoners stage 
rebellion, take hostages 


BAKU, Azerbaijan (AP) — Inmates staged a pre- 
dawn uprising at a prison in Azerbaijan Friday, taking 
several guards hostage, news reports said. There were 
unconfirmed reports that one guard was either killed 
or seriously wounded. Azerbajan's Interior Ministry 
declined to comment on the prison mutiny, saying 
information would be provided later. The rebellion 
began at 3 a.m. in the Gobustan prison, about 60 kilo- 
metres south of Azerbaijan's capital Baku, the Turan 
news agency reported. There was no immediate word 
on how many inmates were involved in the uprising. 
More than 500 are held in the prison, Russia’s 
Interfax news agency reported. Interfax said there 
were unconfirmed reports that one guard had been 
killed, while Turan. citing unidentified sources, said 
one guard had been seriously wounded. The discrep= 
ancy could not immediately be resolved. The prison-: 
ers were demanding transportation out of Azerbaijan^ 
the reports said, adding that security outside the 
prison was increased. 

China police arrest ‘healer’ _ 7 
for deaths 

SHANGHAI (R) — Chinese police have arrested a 
self-proclaimed healer on suspicion of causing the: 
deaths of some 146 people, the official Shanghai Star 
said Friday. Hu Wanlin, an ex-convict, had called 
himself a doctor with magical healing powers and 
opened clinics in three central China provinces, the 
newspaper said. Police in Shanghai detained him iast 
month after he was recognised in a hotel by an 
employee who had seen his picture on the cover of a 
magazine, it said. The newspaper did not say how the 
man had caused the deaths or how he had managed to 
elude police in so many different places. It said all of 
those who died had been his patients at clinics in the 
provinces of Shanxi, Shaanxi and Henan. Police in 
Shaanxi’s Changan county said he was responsible 
for the deaths of 146 people while authorities in 
Henan’s Shangqiu city said he caused several more 
deaths, the newspaper said without elaborating. The 
case was under investigation, it said. 

Sri Lankan troops kill 18 rebels . 
in renewed fighting 

COLOMBO (AFP) — Sri Lankan soldiers shot dead 
at least IS suspected Tamil Tiger guerrillas .in 
renewed clashes in the north of the country as the 
navy attacked rebel boats, the defence ministry here 
said Friday. Soldiers conducted a “small group oper- 
ation” near the town of Oddusudan and killed eight 
members of the rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) Thursday and recovered a haul of 
arms, the ministry said. It said another four mettpf 
the LTTE were killed by army snipers in the same 
area while six Tigers were killed at Paranthan during 
two clashes. The ministry said two soldiers were, 
wounded during the clashes. In the la test fighting, the 
navy destroyed a boat of the LTTE but the defence 
ministry did not give casualty figures. However, a 
state-run evening daily. The Observer, said 30 -Tigers 
were killed in the attack. The Tiger guerrillas are 
leading a campaign for independence in the island’s 
northern and eastern regions where the two mini on 
Tamil minority is concentrated. More than; 55, (WO 
people have been killed in Fightins in the past 26 
years. ” “ - 

At least 250 corpses collected after 
clashes in Congo capital . 

BRAZZAVILLE ( AFP) — At least 250 corpses hay® 
been collected over recent days in southern areas df 
Congo s capital, scene of clashes between governing 11 
troops and militiamen, the energy mini ster said 
ihe bodies were gathered along the main roads 4° 
311 Bacongo, Jean-Marie Tassountold 
w*?' But since fighting between the army .andvNtaJ*. 
nghters of former prime minister Bernard Kolel?* 
raged across the districts from Dec. 18 to 20 , the . final 

d .!? ex E5 cted » be much greater. On Dec. ^-1 . 
President Denis Sassou Nguesso said “several iu*A' 
dred people had been killed in Fighting in the captaj 1 ' 
and in the surrounding Pool region. Anonymdt^®“- 
tary sources, however, said the fighting in Brazzaville 
alone would have killed between 1 ,000 and ' 
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Senators search for common ground 
to avoid partisan impeachment trial 


gX'Conumuiist Italian Prime Minister Massimo D'Alema (right) talks with Pope John Paul II at the Vatican dur- | 
j n g on historic meeting half a century after the Roman Catholic Church excommunicated Marxists. The 7H-year- 
old Polish Pontiff, a tireless crusader against communism, received D'Alema, who is not a believer and is the first I 
former Communist to become prime minister of Italy, at the Vatican with full pomp t Reuters photo) > 

Former Communist leader visits Vatican I 


VATICAN CITY I API — The 
bngesi Communist party in the 
West went out of business near- 
ly a decade ago, buL the official 
visit to the Vatican by its former 
leader fascinates Italians mind- 
ful of past excommunications 
jud recriminations. 

Massimo D'Alema, the first 
fomier Communist to head a 
West European government, 
net Friday with Pope John 
Paul B for die first time as pre- 
mier of Italy. 

RAI, the state-run TV net- 
work, provided live coverage, 
as did Vatican TV. Newspapers 
for days have devoted pages to 
ihe visit, even supplying dia- 
grams of D'Alema’s route 
through the Vatican palaces. 

Vatican dignitaries and a 
papal brass band greeted 
D’Alema when he arrived at 
the Vatican. Swiss Guards in 
their gold, crimson and blue 
uniforms designed by 
Michelangelo stood at atten- 
tion. 

Passing solemnly through 
one magnificent room after 
another in the sumptuous 
palace, D'Alema and his 
entourage made their way to 
the Pontiff's private library 
under the glare of TV cameras. 

"Good day," the pope said to 
the premier: “Welcome." They 
spoke for nearly 30 minutes in 
private. 

On the surface, there is noth- 


ing unusual in an Italian pre- 
mier taking the 10-minute lim- 
ousine ride from his office to 
the headquarters of the Roman 
Catholic church across the 
unmarked bonder dividing Italy 
from the tiny, independent city- 
state. 

Nor is there anything out of 
the ordinary in the Pope receiv- 
ing leaders of countries where 
communists actually . held 
sway. In his 20 years as Pope, 
John Paul has met with the 
leaders of his native Poland and 
the former Soviet Union, as 
well as with Fidel Castro of 
Cuba. At the same time, his 
steely opposition to Soviet 
Communism helped bring 
about its demise. 

For many Italians, the 
D'Alema visit is a sign of 
acceptance for those who 
joined what is known here as 
the “other church," the Italian 
Communist Party-, which for 
nearly 50 years fenced with 
Catholics for power. 

The Vatican, the Italian 
church and the U.S. govern- 
ment waged a successful battle 
to keep the Communists at bay 
after World War n. Pope Pius 
XII decreed automatic excom- 
munication for party members. 

But they remained a force to 
be dealt with, and some leading 
Catholic politicians worked for 
the day when Catholics and 
Communists would jointly lead 


the country in what was known 
as the “historic compromise." 

And in recent years, the 
Vatican and the Italian left have 
found much common ground, 
such as opposition to the 1991 
Gulf War and the recent U.S 
airstrikes on Iraq. 

“It is no secret Massimo is .i 
nonbeliever, but he greatly 
admires the pope." D'Alema' ' 
wife, Linda Giuva. told tin. 
magazine Donna Modem.* 
(Modem Woman) in a pre-visa 
interview. 

D'Alema rose through tin- 
ranks of the party, then after tin- 
fall of the Berlin wall trail' 
formed it along social demncr.ii 
fines. Hardliners outraged at tin- 
change broke away and formc.1 
their own small Marxist party 
still bearing the Commum-i 
name. 

On at least one issue, Jolm 
Paul is expected to exert pres- 
sure on D’Alema during iheii 
private talks. The Pope has 
taken up the call of Italy's bish- 
ops to provide parents wh»< 
send their children to Catholic 
schools with some form ol in\ 
credit, an issue that has divided 
ihe Italian left. 

The Pope greeted D'Alema 
in October when John Paul 
made an official visit to the 
presidential palace. D'Alema 
was not yet premier, but the 
visit came just hours after lie 
was named to form a govent- 
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Seeing Khmer Rouge face 
justice goal for researcher 
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PHNOM PENH. Cambodia 
IAP) — Youk Chhang was 16 
years old when the Khmer 
Rouge imprisoned him for 
galbering grass in a desperate 
attempt to provide his pregnant 
sister with enough to eaL 
Twenty-two years later, he is 
poised to turn the tables on his 
Pitiless captors. 

Director of the 1 
Docnmentation Centre of 
Cambodia. Youk Chhang has 
paiastaltingly gathered evi- 
dence against the Khmer 
Rouge in hope the brutal lead- 
ership wifi one day be tried for 
Efflocide. 

Pot most of his adult life, the 
Possibility of seeing (hem face 
justice seemed remote as their 
gucmlla anny remained hidden 
® the dense jungles along 
Cambodia's border with 
Thailand. 

Nearly all have made peace 
since 1996. The defection of 
sev cral leading members has 
kd to stepped-up pressure at 
borne and abroad for someone 
10 be held accountable for the 
demhs of as many as 2 million 
people under their rule. 

T think they arc trapped by 
'be truth,” Youk Chhang said. 

. “They can’t go back to the 
fugle and they can’t escape 
justice." After the Khmer 
^uge were overthrown in 
^9, Youk Chhang made his 
to refugee camps in 
Poland and then to the United 
Stoles, where he met Ben 
*V e ! 7 ?n, a Yale professor spe- 
°alising on Cambodia. 

Yale and Kientan were cho- 
by the U.S. State 
pP&moent to open a project 
'our years ago to gather evi- 
-UUfce. against the Khmer 


Rouge in case any were ever 
broucht to trial. 

Youk Chhang. who worked 
as an anti-Khmer Rouge 
activist and earned a degree in 
political science at the 
University of Texas, was cho- 
sen to head the Cambodian 
office. 

Like the Nazi leaders ol 
Germany, the Khmer Rouse 
kept deiailed records of their 
killing machine. The 
Documentation Centre has 
gathered more than 350.0(10 
documents in lour years. 

When a Vietnamese invasion 
quickly overpowered their 
forces in 1979. leader Pol Pm 


and his henchmen fled in panic, 
leaving behind iheir paper trail 
of death. 

Siftine through the docu- 
ments, “some as mundane as 
love poems wrinen by guemUa 
commanders to faraway wives. 

has been tedious work lor the 

^5 staff members. 

~Bu! as each internal memo, 
lelecramme and confession is 

filed into computers, the Iruiis 

of their labour are slowly com- 

'"Names, events and dates are 
now easily cn^-referenced, 
revealing ihe paranoid and mur- 
derous chain of command. 

It's like a puzzle. Youk 
Chhang explained, ^you read 

each individual paper, a Ms 
like nothing. But when iyou ^ 
each page 

can see the whole picture of the 

cenocide in Cambodia. 

~ Researchers dgnre 
enough evidence has 
^earthed to indict ^ enure 

ending committee of the 

"Rouse although^ 

strength of each case vnnes. 


dial 

been 


mem. and their handshake 
made news. 

Before the Pope's slop ai the 
Quirinul Palace. D'Alema had 
ji»ked that he considered ihe 
Viiican “a friciutl' omnirv” 


WASHINGTON 1 AP 1 — 
Alter swearing to judge 
Pres idem Bill Clinton I air I v 
and impartially, senators are 
working level ishly U» keep 
(lie lirst president ial 
inipeaeli nielli trial llii-. cen- 
lui'v lit nn beeoining a 
model of partisan discord. 

Republican Mujuniv 
Leader Trent Loll and his 
Democratic counterpart. 
Tom Daschle, are combin- 
ing a heavy dose of symbol- 
ism with intense closed- 
doin' negotiations to forge 
agreements on how to con- 
duct the trial. 

They invited their rank- 
and-file members to an 
e.Mi .« ml i i iai'\ informal 
meeting Friday in an ornate 
room that vs.ts the Senate's 
chamber, and scene o! great 
debates, in the first half ol 
the l‘»th century. 

An attempt to hold the 
same meeting in the OfJ 
.Senate Chamber col lapsed 
Thursday, alter partisan ran- 
cour broke out mi I y 
moments alter Clinton was 
formally made a defendant 
in the first presidential 
impeachment trial since the 
Andrew Johnson case in 
1 86K. I he primary cause uf 
the rupture was a dispute 
over the need for witnesses, 
which Republicans favour 
and Deni. •». rats oppose. 


Republicans Thursday 
had scheduled votes on their 
proposed ground rules and 
also on a Democratic alter- 
native. With a 55-45 advan- 
tage. ihe Republicans would 
have won the fight, but at 
the price of setting a parti- 
san tone that might never be 
overcome in the proceed- 
ings. 

Lott pulled back from the 
brink and kepi negotiating, 
deciding senators should 
“keep calm and cool and 
dignified.” 

His move prompted 
Daschle to proclaim: “I 
think there is some common 
ground. We don’t want the 
first vote ni be a partisan 
vote, and it came very close 
to being one.” said 
Republican Sen. Stun 
Brow nhuek. 

Despite such hopeful 
statements, the two parties 
were unable to bridge the 
gap during the day — espe- 
cially over the prospect that 
witnesses such as former 
White House intern Monica 
Lewinsky would testify 
about sex in the tradition- 
bound Senate. 

Clinton is charged under 
two articles of impeach- 
ment. both related to his 
attempts to conceal his 
extramarital affair Ms. 
Lew ms kv. One article 


charges the president with 
petjury before a federal 
court panel, the second w irh 
obstructing justice. 

Republican Sen. Ted 
Stevens. echoed the 
thoughts of many 
Democratic senators, com- 
menting he had “serious 
questions" about calling 
Ms. Lewinsky to testily 
about her sexual escapades 
with the president ji the 
White House. 

House prosecutors haw 
failed to aliay such con- 
cerns. despite expressing a 
willingness to avoid ques- 
tions to w itnesses on explic- 
it sexual material. 

At the White House. 
'pokesiTiun Joe Lockhart 
told reporters: “We are con- 
vinced we can make a com- 
pelling case that will lead 
the United Stales Senate not 
to remove the president." 

The charges jgjinst 
Clinton were brought in the 
name of the House of 
Representatives and "of the 
people of the United States 
of America.” But as every 
senator was aware as the 
trial opened, the articles 
were approved by a House 
that voted along mostly par- 
tisan lines. 

"We are now jurors." 
Stevens said. "We don’t 
want chaos.” While Ihe sen- 


ators insisted it was solely 
their prerogative to run the 
trial. Lou and Republican 
Sen. Rick Santorum 
nonetheless met lor several 
hours Thursday evening 
with the House prosecution 
team. 

“It was a good discussion 
on some of the option*." 
said Paul McNulty, a 
spokesman for the House 
Judiciary Committee. 

"The senators listened to 
us." As the Senate worked 
m determine Clinton's 
future. the president 
planned a trip to the 
Midwestern city of Detroit, 
where he planned to deliver 
a speech Friday to the city's 
business leaders touting the 
success of the economy dur- 
ing his presidency. 

the speech was planned 
before anyone knew it 
would full on the Jay atter 
the opening of the Senate 
trial proceedings. But ihe 
benefits of escaping 
Washington’s turmoil were 
not lost on While House 
aides eager to show that 
Clinton was above the fray 
and focused on issues. 

Following a trial, whose 
dates are still not set. the 
Senate would vote on 
Clinton's future. It takes a 
two-thirds vote to convict u 
pro idem anil remove him. 


Easiest to convict would be 
political chief Nuon Chea. win ■ 
dealt with internal security and 
passed memos on executions 
and torture to and from Pol Pot 
and his underlings, Youk 
Chhang said. 

There is also strong evidence 
against the regime's foreign 
minister leng Saiy and regional 
commanders Ke Pauk and T.i 
Mok_ according to researcher' 

Youk Chhang said his current 
priority is to search for evidence 
against nominal leader Khieu 
Samphan. who defected to the 
government along with Nuon 
Cheu two weeks ago. 

When U.N. legal experts vis- 
ited Cambodia in November to 
assess existing evidence, Youk 
Chhang said they found con- 
vincing cases existed against 
every top leader except Khieu 
Samphan. 

"We don’t have files on him 
yet that are like a smoking gun. " 
'Youk Chhang said 

The U.S. experts are expected 
to complete a report on the pos- 
sibilities of holding a Khma 
Rouse tribunal at the end of the 
month. 

it will be forwarded to Prime 
Minister Hun Sen, who ha- 
refused to arrest Khmer Rouge 
defectors until an international 
or Cambodian court issues w.n 
runts. 

For the moment. >»*ik 
Chhang works doggedly for the 
day that those responsible fci 
the death of so many — includ- 
ing one of his sisters and sev er 
til relatives — pay for then 
crimes. 

“1 want to prove to the Khnu-i 
Rouge that I am strong and that 
I can come back and get them 
for what they did,” he said. 
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Conflicting dates 

THE PALESTINIAN leadership is obvious- 
ly weighing very carefully the pros and cons 
of declaring a Palestinian state on May 4, 
1999. The complexity of the issue was 
heightened in the wake of the Israeli deci- 
sion to hold national elections on May 17, 
nearly two weeks after that date. The 
Israelis clearly chose the May 17 date with 
May 4 in mind in a bid to exert additional 
pressure on the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) not to implement its 
solemn pledge. By doing so, the Palestinians 
clearly risk paying the price of setting the 
stage for the re-election of a new right wing 
government in Israel. 

It is clear by now that whatever the PNA 
decides will have an impact on the Israeli 
elections. Former Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres has recently hinted that 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat is still 
open-minded on the issue if certain condi- 
tions are met including the resumption of 
the peace talks and the rapid implementa- 
tion of the Wye River deal. Other 
Palestinian officials have suggested that a 
delay of six months would not be fatal to the 
Palestinian commitment to declare then- 
own state provided there is some progress 
on the peace front Others maintain that 
the May 4 date is sacrosanct and that any 
waiver on this date would give the wrong 
signal to Israel. 

In retrospect, the establishment of a free 
and sovereign Palestinian state necessitates 
the resolutions of other issues which are 
slated for agreement in the final status talks 
between Israel and the Palestinians. 
Without an agreement on the border issue, 
the future of Jerusalem, control over water 
and the fate of the Palestinian refugees, any 
Palestinian state would be incomplete. That 
is why the Palestinians would be better 
advised to delay the date for declaring then- 
state in order to preempt the bid of Israeli 
extremists to seize power again and make 
the resolutions of the complementary issues 
to statehood impossible. The removal of 
hard-liners from power in Israel should be 
a strategic objective for the PNA and must 
therefore be factored in the decision on the 
issue. A six-month delay would not com- 
promise or jeopardise the Palestinian deter- 
mination to have their own state on then- 
own soil. That is why we favour restraint on 
this very important subject 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Failed Fanek said the Washington Post 
recently revealed that UNSCOM is little more than 
a “spying group" working for the Central 
Intelligence Agency and Mossad, using the U.N.'s 
immunity to serve U.S. and Israel. The Secretary 
of State's spokesman admitted that the newspaper 
is not in the habit of reporting false news, added 
Fanek. U is an international scandal that humiliates 
both the U.N. and the U.S. — which is still deter- 
mined to attack Iraq — and all countries that call 
on Iraq to implement the “legitimate” U.N. resolu- 
tions. 

A1 Dustour’s Oraib Rintawi said the Iraqi regime 
does not learn from its mistakes, but keeps repeat- 
ing them making the crisis more difficult. 
President Saddam Hussein’s recent call for Arabs 
to launch an “unholy” war against their regimes 
raises many questions, said Rintawi. Did the Iraqi 
president miscalculate the demonstrations in 
Egypt. Jordan. Palestine and Syria and consider 
them an indication of their willingness to take over 
Arab leaderships? Did the Iraqi policy begin to 
lean towards a new stage in which it will interfere 
in Arab countries’ internal affairs? Did the Iraqi 
leader decide, after eight years of sanctions, to 
destroy everything around him, supposing that his 
country will enter the "final status” stage after 
Ramadan? asked the writer. 


A spanner in the works 


TRUST IRAQ to throw a spanner 
in the works anytime things assume 
a brighter face. Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein did just that last 
week when he called for revolts 
against Arab regimes that he felt 
did not support him enough during 
and after December’s Anglo- 
American military strikes against 
his country. In a way, some of the 
Gulf Arab states were slowly com- 
ing around to publicly accepting 
the idea of living with the Iraqi 
regime as an inevitable element of 
regional life, and, at the same time, 
seeking to alleviate the suffering of 
the Iraqi people following the mili- 
tary action. 

That acceptance was the first step 
towards a concerted Arab effort to 
demand from the international 
community, as represented by the 
U.N.. that the Iraq file be closed as 
soon as possible by adopting 
speedier action and by clearly 
spelling out what is expected of 
Baghdad. 

The Arab stand would have been 
that the blanket American-British 
demand for Iraqi ‘’cooperation with 
the U.N. in implementing U.N. res- 
olutions related to the Gulf crisis” 


simply no longer works. The U.N. 
has to specify, line by line, whai 
Iraq must declare and surrender to 
U.N. weapon inspectors. Short of 
that the demand that Iraq “obey” 
the U.N. has become a cliche and is 
no longer a valid currency because 
it can be as broadly or narrowly 
interpreted as befits the U.S.- 
British alliance against Iraq. 

The Arab World would have 
endorsed Iraq's full cooperation 
with the U.N. and its implementa- 
tion of the relevant Security 
Council resolutions, but on the 
basis of a clearly charted course of 
action that leaves no room for the 
anti-Iraq alliance to move the goal- 
post every time Iraq moved closer 
to iL 

Major differences have appeared 
in the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) in its stand towards Iraq. 
There seems to be a split between 
the UAE and Saudi Arabia as indi- 
cated by the swift denial issued by 
Abu Dhabi, current head of the six- 
country alliance, that the GCC 
sought the postponement of a 
December meeting of Arab League 
foreign ministers until after the end 
of the Holy Month of Ramadan. 


Now r it is publicly known that the 
postponement came upon the insis- 
tence of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait 
The difference in approach was 
also visible in the media approach 
of the GCC countries, with some 
newspapers saying they favoured 
an Arab summit to discuss the Iraq 
crisis while others sought to throw 
cold water on prospects of conven- 
ing a meeting of the Arab beads of 
state. 

That the Arab countries felt the 
need for collective Arab action in 
the context of Iraq was in itself a 
gain for Baghdad in that the door 
was open for starting to make 
mends in the Arab World and heal- 
ing the wounds of the Gulf crisis. 

ft is against this backdrop that 
Saddam dropped his bombshell of 
a call for the ousting of Arab gov- 
ernments allied with the U.S. 
Instead of building goodwill and 
faith with fellow' Arab leaders. 
Saddam threw more seeds of hos- 
tility and did away with prospects 
of his rehabilitation into the Arab 
fold. 

It is puzzling to figure out what 
Saddam sought to achieve through 
the caff Surely, the Iraqi leader is 
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not so naive as to think the Arab 
masses were waiting for his call to 
turn a gains t their governments: or 
that be was feeding Iraqi national- 
ism by thumping his own chest 
while his people are living in mis- 
ery and suffering. He would not 
have been so naive to think that the 
Arab condemnation of the Anglo- 
American military action against 


Baghdad was a voice of support 
for" his regime instead of an expres- 
sion of compassion for the people 
of Iraq. 

So, w'here is the catch? What did 
Saddam think he achieved from 
issuing that nonsensical call except 
more Arab hostility at a time be 
could have done with a lot of Arab 
goodwill? Indeed that fits with the 
pattern of strange and puzzling 
behaviour we have been seeing in 
Baghdad, where, it seems, a totally 
different set of logic is being used 
while conventional wisdom and 
diplomacy is pushed to the back- 
ground. 

~ As far as our vantage point in 
Amman, prospects of collective 
Arab action towards lifting U.N, 
sanctions on Iraq were set back by 
the call along with what had 
appeared to be a mood of Arab res- 
ignation into accepting that the 
Arab World, has to deal with 
Saddam, however ruthless and 
unscrupulous he might be, as an 
inevitable reality in the region. 
Definitely, that could not have been 
Saddam's objective. Or was h part 
of his unpredictable behaviour pat- 


Exploiting millennium mania 



WITH LESS than 356 shopping days left 
until the end of the beginning of the 
Millennium, would-be celebrants are 
accelerating preparations for the occasion 
around the world. The planners in Britain 
continue weak cm the controversial (and 
bizaire) Millennium Dome. Prizes are 
being announced for the couple that has 
the first baby after the midnight that ush- 
ers in the next 1,000 years of human his- 
tory. Travel packages are on offer to peo- 
ple who wish to experience what will 
surely be the titallating effects of being in 
the remote places that will be the first to 
welcome in tire new Millennium. Other 
projects have been scheduled to ensure 
that people will remember the event 
thanks to out-of-control spending or con- 
structions that have no use past Jan. 1. 
2000. no matter how much they drink on 
New Year's Eve. 

But all these preparations are rather 
pedestrian compared to the celebrations 
some are planning right here in the 
Middle East The persons whom I feel are 
doing the best job to liven up the place for 
the next New Year's Eve are the “dooms- 
day” or “millennialist” Christians, whose 
project centres not on having a good time 
or building a lasting memorial to 
mankind's fascination with time, but 
instead cm the return of Jesus Christ to 
earth. A number of organisations group- 
ing such people are forecast to arrive in 
the region during this year either to be on 
the spot when the Lord returns from 
heaven or to facilitate His arrival. And 
they’ve already started: one such group, 
the U.S.-based Concerned Christians, is 
scheduled to be deported from Israel for 
their reprated activities to this end. which 
allegedly included plans to kill Israeli 
police in the belief that the bloodshed 
would encourage Jesus to return to the 
mortal realm 

Oddly enough. Israel is working to 
keep this and other such groups out of the 
country, based on the belief that their 
presence and possible entailing results 
such as killings, arson attacks and large 
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numbere of psychologically-disturbed 
individuals milling around Jerusalem and 
other areas bothering people would out- 
weigh any benefits. However, such organ- 
isations are usually wealthy, and in times 
such as these, with Israel's economy in 
the doldiums. it is hard to believe that the 
country refuses to take advantage of the 
situation. Besides, Israel would probably 
score a tonne of points with Jesus by host- 
ing these groups, if He actually arrives as 
predicted 

On the other hand, it is not difficult to 
see why Israel is somewhat reticent about 
welcoming such doomsday cults. They 
do, it must be admitted, have some odd 
beliefs. One is that the year 2000 is actu- 
ally the Millennium when, in fact, 2001 is 
the true Millennium. But this shouldn't be 
held against them, since the rest of the 
wodd is caught up in the same delusion. 
More problematic is the generally accept- 
ed historical conclusion that Jesus was 
not bom in 1 AD. but rather in 4 BC. If 
true, this would mean that the beginning 
of the Third Christian Millennium actual- 
ly took place in 1997. and that everyone 
is wasting their time, doomsday cults 
included 

But I digress. The point is that there is 
money to be made, even if 2000 is a fake 
Millennium, and if Israel refuses to have 
anything to do with these wealthy, if 
unbalanced, groups and people, then 


Jordan should be ready to step in and 
accept the challenge. In onier to minimise 
any possible dangers that may be associ- 
ated with these persons, I propose that 
“doomsday tours” be organised These 
“doomsday touts.” which can last fra any 
period of time up to the end of the year. 
would include a number of closely-mon- 
itored activities. The following would he 
a typical one- week “doomsday tour”: 

Day 1 : Arrival in Jordan. 

Days 2-6: Tours of historical religious 
and archaeological rites. Tour members 
will distribute religious literature and 
annoy’ other, more normal tourists. 
Carrying lame crosses and chanting is 
optional. 

Day 7: Mass suicide. Poisoning by 
cyanide-laced KoolAid is recommended 

If my recommendations are followed 
and I strongly urge the Ministry of 
Tourism to immediately begin offering 
this package, then Jordan could reap huge 
economic benefits while avoiding poten- 
tial trouble from over-zealous Christian 
pilgrims. But in any event, as far as I am 
concerned, it doesn't mairer. fra I am 
hedging my bets on 2001 as the true 
Millennium, despite the considerations 
outlined above. I am already looking for- 
ward to enjoying the looks on all the cult 
members' faces when, as I believe, the 
Lord returns in 2001 instead of 2000. But. 
then again, if the wodd is destroyed when 
He arrives. I won't hav e that long to enjoy 
it 

RECOMMENDED READING: The 
Time Machine, by H.G L Wells. A science 
fiction classic from the 19th century. 
The Tone Machine tells the story of a 
man who invents (you guessed it) a 
device that allows travel along the fourth 
dimension. After travelling countless 
centuries into the future, the protagonist 
discovers that humanity has diverged 
into two separate races, one of which 
preys on the other. Td like to get my 
hands on a time machine to get away 
from ati the Millennium hype. 


Columnists ponder Arab 
World in next Millennium 


Columnists last week Jocused on 
Iraq's stand off with the United States, 
the Israeli elections and Arab unity 

A1 RaTs Rated Fanek comment- 
ed on the four nights of American- 
British bombardment of Iraq 
which has armed all calculations 
since the Gulf War upside down. 
He said Iraq was doing its best to 
prevent the strikes. Now: afro- Iraq 
has been confronted with the 
worst it does not feel obliged to 
offer farther concessions to the 
United States or anyone else, said 
Fanek Iraq is expected to halt the 
earlier concessions he offered as a 
gesture of goodwill. The writer 
charged that the failure of the uns- 
afe attack has forced the l/nrted 
States to retreat in its policy and 
has left Iraq's position in the inter- 
national, arena stronger than ever, 
said Fanek. Iraq criticised anyone 
who failed to support the country 
and condemn the strikes, even 
Russia and China- Those two 
major powers should have had a 
more influential role in stopping 
die attacks, since they are among 
the world’s major powers. This 
entitles them to play a significant, 
role in the international communi- 
ty, said Fanek. 

Al Ra’i’s Raja Elissa commented 
on the upcoming Israeli elections 
and die preparations by Israel's 
different political parties in which 
be expected a competition of 
exhamsn among those parties. In 
a bid to win, most panics will call 



for the cancellation of ■ 

the Wye River .... 

accord signed 
between the 
Palestinian 
National 

Authority and - / 

Israel in the ' : '■> 

US. The' 
writer charged ’ ‘ 
that the 
American admin- 
istration’s sponsor- 
shipof the peace process 
favours the Jewish state. As proof 
of this fact writes Issa, is the 
Hebron agreement and the Wye 
Plantation Memorandum. “The 
only thing we can do is to pray to 
God for our Palestinian brethren, 
since we can do nothing else. We 
are a part of the Arab World which 
does not want to do anything or 
meet at one point on vital issues." 
said Issa. 

Al RaTs Mahomoud Rimawi 
commented on the war of words 
between Iraq and Egypt which 
would only lead to weakening the 
Iraqi position and hinder holding a 
general Arab summit where the 
Iraq's stand-off with the U.S. 
would die leading point of discus- 
sion. The nomialisaiion of Iraqi- 
Egyptian relations was hit hard by 
this war of words, wrote Rimawi 
and may haw a negative impacton 
Iraq's relations with Moscow and 
Paris. Both Russia and fiance 
recognise Egypt’s influence in the 
Arab Wodd and draw their poli- 


cies accordingly. 
. , 'v Rimawi said Iraq is 

doe only loser in 
this war because 
the mass 
■ protests in 
- Egypt, reh- 
; trwefy speak- 
ing, reflects 
the position of 
the Egyptian 
government. No 
such demonstrations 
could occur without the 
tacit consent of the Egytian gov- 
ernment, said the writer. It is only 
Egypt that can bridge the gap 
between Iraq and the Arab World. 
Iraq needs Egyptian support 
regardless of Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak’s earlier com- 
ments about it U is feared that the 
United States will take advantage 
of this situation by launching 
another missile attack against Iraq, 
said Rimawi. 

Al Dustour’s editorial ruled out 
any possibility that Iraq would 
allow the United Nations Special 
Commisaon on Disarming Iraq to 
resume its work after it became 
very clear to everybody that the 
primary objective of the mission is 
to spy on Iraq. Iraq has always 
complained that Scott Ritter, the 
second man in UNSCOM. isaspy 
for the Mossad, said the Arabic 
daily. No one believed Iraqi accu- 
sations until the American officials 
questioned Ritter on his relation- 
ship to Mossad. It then became 


apparent to everyone that he was a 
spy. added Al Dustour. After lead- 
ing American newspapers pub- 
lished reports on UNSCOM's role 
in spying on Iraq and preparing for 
the latest strikes, there is no con- 
ceivable way Iraq would allow 
UNSCOM to return to Baghdad, 
said Al Dustour. The paper called 
on the American leadership to stop 
using the military option with Iraq 
and stop insisting on the continuity 
of the inhumane sanctions 
imposed on the Iraqi people. 

Al Dostoar’s Abdul Majid Abu 
Khalid commented on the birth of 
foe euro, saying the leadership in 
Europe warned to unify efforts for 

the bM of thek nations, while the 

Arab countries are at standstill. 
There is no room for backward 
thinking in the next millennium, 
the era of advanced technology, 
said the writer. The next nriilenni- 
urn requires the Arabs to combine 
their efforts. It also requires Arabs’ 
courage if we are ever to improve 
the living conditions of our 
nations. If the Arab countries do 
not hold a general summit to dis- 
cuss the latest American-led 
airstrikes against Iraq and Israeli 
measures in Lebanon, they should 
hold a general summit to draw the 
broad lines of future policies, said 
the writer. The .Arab countries are 
the only countries who know what 
is the best for them and they must 
act quickly, the writer said The 
wodd does not wait. 


Inextricable links 


To the editor: 

I AM WRITING in reference to the editorial by 
Ahmad Majdoubeh (J.T., January 7-8. 1998), entitled 
‘Market Needs and Relevant Education. 

I would like to begin by commending Dr. 
Majdoubeh on his choice of topic. I must also state 
upfront that my motive for writing this reply is to. 
explore other related issues rather than to simply dis- 
agree with his opinions. 

Human capital is for Jordan what oil is for Gulf 
countries. The development and maintenance of a 
resource so vital to the national economy and the 
well-being of the nation must be carefully planned. 

Dr. Majdoubeh seems to disfavour tying education 
entirely to market needs. 

His article leaves many open questions which may 
give the false impression that tying education and 
market needs is impractical or unwarranted. • 
Meanwhile. Jordan's economy continues to plungfc 
into deep recission. i.e., stifling economic growth 
indices, soaring unemployment- and inflation rates, 
and declining real income levels. For the average cit- 
izen it simply means a real economic hardship. 

There is no better time to re-examine education and 
survey the market to identify its needs — something 
that should have been done many years ago. 

The market's definition must extend beyond the 
local market to include regional and global markets, 
and must also take into account the commodity or 
service in question. 

There has to be some connection to the real world. 
That connection can have many rewards as it pro- 
vides: 1) guidance on how the knowledge learned 
will be utilised, 2) incentives for students to learn 
better and more — they value the knowledge they , 
receive. 3) well-prepared and innovative labour force 
to businesses, and finally as a result 4) it provides the f 
society with more productive, “content,” and happy 
individuals. 

For years, we have heard and read about the superi- 
ority of our educational system and the quality of its 
graduates. That is true to some extent, but the system 
must keep up with the changing global political, 
social, and economical, and technological environ- 
ments. Education must be tuned to market needs, and 
at the same time, have an active role in influencing 
these needs. Otherwise, Jordan will not be able to 
compete in the highly volatile and competitive com- 
puter-chip-based business environment. 

I will use my own personal experience while study-, 
ing civil engineering at Yarmouk University in 1981 
to support my argument. We had a good dose of basic 
sciences in the first two years. However, we used the 
American Concrete Institute and the American Steel 
Code in our design courses. We even used English 
units. So after years in college, we had to convert the 
dimensions of steel reinforcement from inches to 
millimetres, unaware of the specification of steel at_a. 
local dealer. Not once during my undergraduate edu- 
cation did we have a real case study or example from 
the market we were preparing to serve. We were 
taught how to apply the code but not trained to use 
that knowledge to solve problems. The emphasis was 
to replicate, memorise, and repeat to get B's and A's 
no credit for innovation or thinking. Our profes- • ' 
sors lacked the practical knowledge and experience - - 
to provide us with a real perspective about engineer- 
ing practices in Jordan. 

What the educational system needs is information 
accurate, practical, realistic, and timely, in order 
to make informed decisions about direction, priori- 
ties. and resources. I beg to differ with Dr. 
Majdoubeh. I believe education must address real 
problems for real people. We cannot afford education 
for education s sake. It is not about finding jobs, it is 
about the quality of life as we know it — at its sim- 
plest form, it is about the difference between a bright 
future and a grim one. 

Dr. AymanSmadi 

United States 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tactf* 
Utters intended for publication shouldcontain the 
writers full name and preferably address as. 
Names can be withheld upon request but otdy under 
special circumstances, tetters are subject to editiM 
and abridging. • L : 
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British Muslim voice starting to be heard 


By Daniel Simpson 

Reuters 

-MUSLIM PLOT to bomb London." pro- 
claimed Britain's Daily Express in September 
when seven Mideasiem were arrested by aini- 
Krrorist police, 

The following day the newspaper published 
an apology for implicating a whole communi- 
ty. 

“It is wrong to suggest that all Muslims are 
extremists,” it said, after pressure from Muslim 

organisations. 

Britain’s 1.75 million Muslims, now three 
percent of the population, have begun to assert 
themselves and demand action. 

“At long last we feel there is a voice of the 
community being heard in the corridors of 
power.” said Iqbal Sacranie, Secretary General 
of the Muslim Council of Britain. 

Since gaining office in 1 997, the new Labour 
government has given Muslims hope their 
grievances would be heard, he said. 

Two Muslim schools, forced until this year to 
charge tuition fees, have won the same govern- 
ment funding as Britain's Roman Catholic 
schools. Religiously motivated crimes will 
now be covered by laws on racial violence and, 
in November, the government announced it 


would pay for imams to visit Muslim prison- 
ers. 

"These arc more than just gestures" said 
Baroness Uddin, one of two Muslims appoint- 
ed to the House of Lords, parliament's upper 
chamber, last year. But Muslim papers say the 
inje test of government resolve centres on the 
fight for equal protection. 

Britain's Bengalis, Pakistanis, Kashmiris, 
Cypriots, Turks. Yemenis and more recent 
Mideasiem and Balkan immigrants ail agree. 

"As Muslims they all feci they’re being dis- 
criminated against." political leader Ghayasud- 
din Siddiqui said. 

Muslims are classed as a religious rather than 
a racial or ethnic group, meaning British law- 
does not grant them the same civil rights 
enjoyed by Sikhs and Jews. Sacranie said. 

Since both are classed as races, race relations 
laws defend their adherents from discrimina- 
tion and harassment on religious grounds as 
much as from attacks because of their skin 
colour. 

Muslims who were spat at and verbally 
abused when attending a newly converted 
mosque in south London found last October 
the law did not cover them, despite police evi- 
dence that "offensive and threatening” anti- 
Muslim propaganda was being circulated. 


Home Secretary (interior minister) Jack 
Straw's response, including new laws on reli- 
giously aggravated racial crimes and plans to 
introduce a religious identity question in the 
200 1 census, has inspired confidence. 

Now Straw is launching a study into reli- 
gious discrimination that may prompt new 
laws. 

“We sense a willingness to look into the real 
issue and accept there is a problem." Sacranie 
said. 

But the study will take at least 1 8 months and 
Straw's officials said new race relations legis- 
lation was unlikely for two years. Straw has 
refused io commit himself, saying religion is 
difficult to define without also including cults. 
Tlte offence of “incitement to religious hatred” 
that the Muslim Council of Britain is seeking 
seems distant. 

"Religion is something a secular authority 
doesn't want to recognise." said activist 
Noshaba Hussein, even though definitions in 
international human rights conventions were 
clear. 

Only recently have Britain's Muslims begun 
to exert their influence. The community is 
young, with its roots in an influx of immi- 
grants, largely from the Indian subcontinent, 
since the 1950s. and there has been a reluc- 


tance to speak out. 

"British Muslims first have to mobilise and 

‘There is a 
demonisation of 
Muslims in society 
at the moment’ 

organise themselves outside the political sys- 
tem." said Siddiqui. leader of the Muslim Par- 
liament of Great Britain founded in 1992 to 
provide community leaders and prominent 
Muslim* with a forum for debate. "Only then 
can we pack a punch.” ”A common national 
agenda is now' emerging,” he said. Some 250 
Muslim groups are now under the banner of 
the Muslim Council of Britain and their 
November lunch with SLraw symbolised a new 
confidence. Sacranie said. 

But although there are around 160 Muslims 
in local government, higher level representa- 
tion i* scarce. The sole Muslim member of par- 
liament. Glasgow 's Mohammed Sarwar, was 
suspended from the ruling Labour Party last 
year for alleged electoral fraud. 


"Muslims have to join the political main- 
stream,” said Lord Ahmed, a Muslim from the 
English Midlands region, where many Asians 
have made their home. 

Muslim politicians also have other battles to 
fight. Young inner-city Muslim males, of 
whom around half are unemployed, are among 
the most underprivileged in Britain. Hussein 
said. 

’They are the new underclass,” she said. 
“High levels of Muslim childrcn...are leaving 
school without any qualifications to negotiate 
life in the labour market." Bilingualism and 
insular communities add to the problem and 
lower morale. Sacranie said, whilst the state 
funds sought by many of Britain's 56 Muslim 
schools would help only a lucky few. 

Discrimination persists in the classroom as 
much as anywhere. Hussein said. This is 
reflected at the BBC, where Asian program- 
ming caters only for a narrow Indian Hindu 
and Sikh audience. Lord Ahmed said. Mean- 
ingful equality remains elusive. 

“There is a demonisation of Muslims in soci- 
ety at the moment ” Hussein added. The Islam- 
ophobia implied by the media's frequent refer- 
ences to "Islamic extremists” is only a symp- 
tom, she said. 
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Smart bombs, dumb sanctions 


By Stephen KJnzer 


BAGHDAD — From the ter- 
race of his home on the out- 
skirts of Baghdad, a carpet 
dealer named Ziad A1 Kadhimi 
watched the mid-December 
bombing while sipping a fruit 
drink. 

“It broke some windows in 
oar house, but we saw it more 
or less as a show," Mr. Al-Kad- 
binti said. “Bombing is noth- 
ing. Maybe it hits a few mili- 
tary buildings, but it doesn't 
really affect ordinary people. 
The sanctions hurt a hundred 
times more.” 

In much of the outside world, 
the American-led bombing 
campaigns against Iraq that 
have been launched periodical- 
ly since the end of the Persian 
Gulf war in 1991 are viewed as 
devastating though perhaps 
necessary assaults. Many West- 
erners assume that when this 
country is not being bombed, it 
enjoys relative tranquillity. 

Iraqis assert just the opposite. 
They say that bombings are 
increasingly precise and all but 
harmless to civilians, w'hile 
economic sanctions devastate 
their entire society. 

The United Nations imposed 


sanctions on Iraq eight years 
ago as part of an effort to force 
President Saddam Hussein to 
curb his weapons development 
programme. compensate 
Kuwaitis for his 1990 invasion 
of their country, and loosen his 
despotic rule. 

As in some other places 
where sanctions have been 
imposed, they do not appear to 
have had much of the desired 
political effect. Some diplo- 
mats say they are steadily 
weakening President Hussein 
by showing senior officials and 
clan leaders that Iraq faces only 
hardship as long as he is in 
power. 

Others are dubious. 

What seems dear, however, is 
that the sanctions have plunged 
this once-prosperous country’ 
into poverty, and in the process 
created deepening anti-Western 
and especially anti-American 
sentiment. 

The Clinton administration, 
which is the principal backer of 
sanctions, has vowed to use its 
veto in the United Nations 
Security Council to prevent 
them from being lifted. It has 
not, however, ruled out sup- 
porting expansion of a United 
Nations programme under 


which Iraq is allowed to sell 
limited amounts of oil and use 
pan of the income to buy food 
and medicine. 

American officials fear that 
lifting sanctions would allow 
the Iraqi government to import 
an array of products it would 
use to rebuild its arsenal. They 
point to Iraq’s invasion of Iran 
in 1980 and of Kuwait in 1990 
as evidence that President Hus- 
sein's regime is incurably 
aggressive and untrustworthy. 

Officials in Washington pride 
themselves on the pains they 
have taken to assure that Amer- 
ican bombs hit only miliuuy 
targets in Iraq, and to keep 
civilian casualties to an 
absolute minimum. Bur at the 
same time, they assert that the 
sanctions, which probably kill 
more civilians each month than 
bombs have killed since 1991, 
are a regrettable necessity. 

It is not surprising, therefore, 
that many people here and else- 
where are increasingly cynical 
about American claims that the 
United States has no desire to 
hurt ordinary Iraqis. Because of 
tight censorship, Iraqis know 
nothing about President Hus- 
sein’s purchases of luxury’ 
items for his palaces over the 


last few years. They are acutely 
aware, however, of their daily 
hardships, and unhesitatingly 
blame them on the United 
States and President Clinton. 

‘First I sold my 
television , then my 
furniture , then my 

car, then my 
house... Everything 
that I built up over a 
lifetime is gone. A 
bomb is something 
you hear far away, 
or at worst it kills 
you in a second. 
Sanctions kill you 
every day T 

Whether the human cost of 
sanctions is worth what they 
may accomplish in curbing or 
changing the Iraqi regime is 
being hotly debated at the Unit- 
ed Nations and in many world 
capitals. Russia. France and 
China, together with several 
Arab counties, have called for 
new approaches that could lead 


to lifting or relaxation of the 
sanctions. 

United Nations humanitarian 
workers here are among the 
most outspoken critics. Their 
last chief, Denis J. Holliday, 
resigned his post in protest 
three months ago and said sanc- 
tions “are starving to death 
6.000 Iraqi infants every 
month, ignoring the human 
rights of ordinary Iraqis and 
turning a whole generation 
against the West.” 

In his Baghdad office last 
week, Farid Zarif, deputy direc- 
tor of the United Nations 
humanitarian aid programme 
here, held up a pencil as an 
example of items that may not 
be imported under sanctions. 

“We are told that pencils are 
forbidden because carbon could 
be extracted from them that 
might be used to coat airplanes 
and make them invisible to 
radar" Mr. Zarif said. “I am not 
a military expert, but I find it 
very’ disturbing that because of 
this objection, we cannot give 
pencils to Iraqi schoolchild- 
ren" 

The United Nations Secretary 
General. Kofi Annan, told the 
Security Council in March that 
despite the oil-for-food pro- 


gramme, which was launched 
in 1996. about one-fourth of 
Iraqi children are now malnour- 
ished. The programme does not 
provide Iraqis with prorein-and 
vitamin-rich foods such as 
milk, fruit, vegetables, eggs or 
meat. 

A United Nations report 
issued in April concluded that 
the sanctions “have had a dev- 
astating effect on the majority 
of the Iraqi people.” According 
to the report, 40,000 more chil- 
dren and 50.000 more adults 
now die each year in Iraqi hos- 
pitals than died before the sanc- 
tions were imposed. Rates of 
polio, diphtheria, tuberculosis, 
malaria and viral hepatitis were 
said to have sharply increased. 

Aid workers like Michel Nah- 
hal, a Lebanese* national who 
has been living in Baghdad for 
seven years as a representative 
of the Middle Easi Council of 
Churches, say they see United 
Nations statistics vividly trans- 
lated into daily life. 

"Sanctions are the severest 
thing that can happen to a coun- 
try,” Mr. Nahhal said. "Here in 
Iraq, ihe industrial sector is at a 
standstill. Agriculture is col- 
lapsing because no fertilisers 
can be imported and there is no 


electricity to power irrigation 
pumps. The biggest employer 
was the oil sector, and that has 
all but disappeared. Health con- 
ditions are terrible because 
there are no pumps to flush the 
sewage pipes and not enough 
trucks to pick up garbage. You 
see children playing in sewage 
with no shoes and no shirts. 

“People are trying to survive, 
trying to make ends meet. It's 
very hard on them. They do 
whatever they can. There is a 
lot of prostitution. Boys are 
prostituting themselves at a 
very’ young age. A few bombs 
landing on military bases every 
couple of years is nothing com- 
pared to this." 

For ordinary' Iraqis, sanctions 
have meant an almost surreal 
descent into a poverty they 
believe they do not deserve. 

“First 1 sold my television, 
then my furniture, them my car. 
then my house," said Moham- 
mad Abdul Razaq. a retired 
office worker. “Everything that 
I built up over a lifetime is 
gone. A bomb is something you 
hear far away, or at worst, it 
kills you in a second. Sanctions 
kill you every' day.” 

— The New York Tunes 
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The Saturday Crossword 


LOST SHIPS 

By Josiah B reward, Scranton, Pennsylvania 


ACROSS 
1 Poore ttw wine 
S Novelist La Gun 
and others 
15 Pointed 

20 Lost avtatof 
- Amelia 

21 James Bond 
portrayer 

22 Ancient region in 
I Asia Minor 

|23 Subduer 
]24 Find palatable 

26 The Greatest 

27 Form sorter? 

26 Guitar adjunct 

29 Commemoretiva 
monuments 

30 Attartlorvgetting 

calls 

31 DUIl doubted 
33 Acfcflcfive drug 
37 Battn or Clatae 
36 Nickname for Mr. 

Scrooge 
« Gardeners 
frnplemanr 
« Ftewree pic 

45 Beautiful Bo 

47 tbxki or surgeon 
starter 

46 Olympic runner 
Dwbus 

49 Fathers Franca 
.50 Half a fortnight 

53 Sandwich meal 

54 WmgHcQ 
56 Had e Ute 
58 FooBjail play 

61 Movement to units 
Cyprus aid 
Greece 

65 Cartstase ki meal 

67 Greek colonnades 

68 Deeart bloom 
TO ULcMsJon 
71 Preface 

75 Medteal condition: 
Sufi. 

77 Children's writer 
Sftwretein 
TO Aneahefc 
80 Cuban cohort of 
Che 

E FuB speed 

64 Contents of one's 
wii 

86 Heoordj^ckot 
Womtation 
M Harvest goddess 
.91 Netting 

93 Undertaker 

94 ThsMan'd 
baseball 

** Greater omontum 


101 Scheduled naa 
103 Guinness and 
Baldwin 

tOfi Gardner o» 'The 
Kilters' 

107 Neglect to knock 

110 End ot a buck? 

111 Fam. member 

112 Sand against 

113 Sked figures 

115 The: rt. 

116 Mandarin oc navel 
118 Ftesftve occasion 

122 Nabokov novel 

123 Celtic Neptune 

124 Postal worker 
128 Like a leather 

130 Oxeye 

131 Ease of movement 

132 Pretentious 
performer? 

133 WM guesses 

134 Tunas In 

135 African flies 


DOWN 

1 Roden 

2 Place tor a ring 

3 Basing category 

4 Contented sounds 

5 Old Testament 
book 

6 Deep furrow 

7 Endeavored 

g west Coast sch. 
g capo! ot itaSa 

10 Ginger cookie 

11 Not hip at ail 

12 Prairie chicken's 
display area 

13 Orinoco tnbtffafy 

14 EouvaieW »d- 

15 Latly 01 the doth 

16 Target on a green 

17 Benzene 
derivative 

IB Maturing agent 
19 Way by 
25 Getty ot The 
Golden Girts' ' 
32 Thai is (to say): L 

34 Crude ingois 

35 Did pronunciation 
letters: abW. 

36 Capital of Samoa 
3g Bom in France 

41 Forage teguma 

42 _ Stanley 

Gardner 

43 palm layers 

46 Maintained 

43 "A Remembran™ 
ot Things Past" 
author 

51 Nancy of The 
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Beveriy Hillbillies* 

53 Silent 

55 Even one 

56 Think alike 

57 waste allowances 

59 Sott-wy substance 

60 ^Tflng'ColB 
52 Beer vessel 

63 Freeze 

64 Epsom _ 

66 Coodein vapors 
68 Proca* flour 

72 Black gold 

73 Fbodsfuffc 

74 program choices 

76 Pub beer® 

79 Hwy. apn abbr. 

81 ‘Slave Ship" writer 
^ Jones 

83 Cnwtna canine 

85 Fleer 

87 Call on ihe phone 

86 European nat. 

89 Speak one's mind 
92 Angel's insimmem 


95 Miss, neighbor 

96 Uoyp and ArJen 

97 P>g out 

98 Andem region Jn 
Asia Minor 

100 Actor Tognazzi 
102 Series of quick, 
light steps 

104 Author of 'Gigf‘ 

105 Evening affairs 

107 HobgoWna 

108 Mourn 

109 Lcwesl points 
lld‘Avotre_l 

(French toast) 
117 Plane-crash 
Investigation grp- 
n9 Helper 

120 Ponce da 

121 Weapons 

125 Org. ot Argonauts 

126 Onassfa to pals 

127 Scale notes 
129 Something o 

pick? 



It is no life now, 
Baghdad women say 


By Stephen Kinzer 

A DECADE ago. Iinan Mohammad 
was a new schoolteacher who 
earned the equivalent of S400 a 
month and spent u fair amount of it 
keeping herself smartly dressed and 
pretty in the hope of attracting the 
best possible husband. 

Today Iman still reaches Fifth- 
graders, but inflation has reduced 
The value of her monthly salary to 
just S2. She lives at home with her 
widowed mother and five brothers 
and sisters, and has all but given up 
hope of starting a family of her 
own. 

"My two brothers support the 
family, but they have no money to 
ge£ married.” she said during a 
break between classes on Thursday. 
“Other young men are in the same 
situation. I am ready to marry any- 
one who asks, but who can do it in 
these conditions?" 

Depressed, unable to contribute 
substantially lo her family and fac- 
ing ihe prospect of living her life 
without a husband, Iman, 56. is typ- 
ical of her generation of Iraqi 
women. Although eight years of 
economic .sanctions on Iraq have 
devastated the entire society, 
women have suffered most acutely. 

"The sanctions have changed 
many things for women,” Iman. 
-There is no work, so men do not 
get married. Women can barely 
afford food or medicine, and the 
idea of having anything nice is just 
a dream. When I was young, I was 
middle class and happy. Now my 
adulthood is being denied to me. 

"Boys and men can adjusr more 
easily to this situation. They can go 
everywhere they like. They can have 
jobs, even if they are bad ones. We 
are much more limited. We can't 
even go out for a picnic. It causes us 
great psychological problems.” 

Millions of Iraq women like Iman 
work in public jobs, and nearly all 
earn about what she earns. They 


avoid starvation largely because of 
monthly food rations supplied by 
the United Nations and paid for 
with money the government is 
allowed to earn by selling oil. The 
sanctions, imposed by the United 
Nations in an effort to persuade 
President Saddam Hussein to curb 
his weapons programme and ease 
his harsh regime, forbid almost all 
foreign trade and have reduced the 
Iraqi economy to ruins. 

Women like Iman do not work 
mainly for income, like people in 
the rest of the world. Without jobs 
they would have no alternative but 
to sit at home, so they work to occu- 
py their minds and maintain contact 
with the outside world. 

There are no reliable statistics 
about marriage rates here, but anec- 
dotal evidence suggests that they 
have plummeted. One Iraqi newspa- 
per recently estimated that 70 per 
cent of Iraqis between the ages of 
IS and 40 are unmarried. In inter- 
views this week, women of all 
social classes said they knew of 
almost no young people who have 
married in the last eight years or are 
preparing to marry. It 15 3 phenome- 
non that could have widespread 
social effects. 

“In this country, marriage takes a 
woman out of her home and gives 
her independence.” said a 24-year- 
old graduate student who asked to 
be identified only by her first name. 
Nebras. “Single women must follow 
very strict rules. It is impossible to 
have a boyfriend. Living alone is 
out of the question. The only way to 
have a real life and become a real 
person is to marry. Nowadays we 
can’t do that, because sanctions 
have made it impossible for men to 
earn enough to support a family. It 
is a very difficult situation for us.” 

Nebras is highly intelligent and 
vivacious and comes from a well- 
to-do background. Women with 
fewer assets face different and per- 
haps even more daunting chal- 


lenges. 

Before the sanctions were 
imposed eight years ago. after Iraq 
invaded Kuwait, Widad Abdul Latif 
was busy from morning to night 
caring for her two sons and seven 
daughters. Her husband earned a 
good living as a tailor, and her sons 
ran a grocery store. 


‘Women can 
barely afford food 
or medicine, and 
the idea of having 
anything nice is 
just a dream’ 


Soon after the sanctions took 
effect, her husband’s business col- 
lapsed along with that of virtually 
every other tailor in the country, 
since people found themselves 
without money for new clothes. 
Later the grocery store failed for 
similar reasons. Widad, now ?8. 
began purring in 11 -hour days sell- 
ing falafel and sandwiches on a 
street corner. 

“It is shameful for women to do 
work like this, but I have no 
choice,” she said. “My sons do con- 
struction work when they can find 
it, but without the few pennies 1 
bring home, we could not survive. 
My daughters stay at home all day. 
They will never marry, not as long 
as the embargo continues. Men can- 
not afford to marry. As for women, 
what can we say? Nothing. We can 
only keep silent.” 


The New York Times 
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Israeli economy seen slowing further 


TEL AVIV (R) — The 
Israeli economy looks set to 
end the 1990s with a whim- 
per with many economists 
predicting growth this year 
will slow to the lowest level 
in a decade. 

While the inflation rate 
was expected to moderate 
in 1999. real interest rates 
would remain high, putting 
the brakes on consumer 
spending and pushing up 
unemployment. 

Political uncertainty 
ahead of elections, brought 
forward by a year and a half 
ro May. and the govern- 
ment's failure so far to pass 
the 1999 budget due to 
political squabbling, further 
clouded the picture. 

But some said the biggest 
factor this year would be 
the state of the world econ- 
omy. 

“I think the greatest influ- 
ence in 1999 will be from 
slower growth in the United 
States and Europe,” said 
Shauli Katznelson, chief 
economist at Israel Dis- 
count Bank. 

As these are Israel's main 
markets, exports of goods 
and services excluding dia- 
monds would grow at a 
very slow rate and invest- 


to 


ment would continue 
decline, he said. 

Katznelson estimated 
gross domestic product 
would expand only 1.2 per 
cent, against 1.9 per cent 
growth in 1998 (according 
to preliminary data) and 
below the Treasury’s fore- 
cast of 2.0-23 per cent. 

“Unemployment could 
climb to 10 per cent against 
the current 8.4 per cent.” he 
said. 

Jonathan Katz, chief 
economist at Solid Finan- 
cial Markets, was slightly 
more optimistic in his fore- 
cast than many economists, 
estimating GDP would 
grow by 2.0 per cent. 

“I think a lot of projects 
will kick in the second 
half," Katz said. 

He said wage levels were 
one of the biggest uncer- 
tainties facing the economy. 
The Histadrut labour feder- 
ation is due to begin wage 
talks with the government 
soon. 

“Since it is an election 
year, it may be easier to put 
pressure on the Finance 
Ministry for larger wage 
agreements and create 
labour havoc” Katz said. 

Any increased spending 


on public sector wages 
could come at the expense 
of infrastructure spending, 
which economists agreed 
was crucial to revitalising 
the Israeli economy. 

Many economists dis- 
missed the notion that the 
government may open its 
co&ers to win voter support 
ahead of elections. 

“Even though we don't 
have a budget I believe the 
government will act 
responsibly.” Katznelson 
said. 

The fate of the shekel, 
which depreciated 15 per 
cent against the dollar in 
1998, was also crucial to 
the economy. 

The weaker shekel boost- 
ed inflation in the period 
between September and 
November, leading the cen- 
tral bank. to hike interest 
rates by 4.0 percentage 
points in November. 

“The impact of the depre- 
ciation of the shekel on 
growth will be clearly neg- 
ative as the purchasing 
power of households will 
be negatively affected,” 
Koor Futures Market econ- 
omist. Ygal Sebban said. 

Koor expected the shekel 
to remain stable wi thin a 


range of 4.10-4.20 shekels 
per dollar in the next few 
months. 

Since the interest rate 
hikes of November the 
shekel had regained some 
strength. Its recovery 
picked up steam in the first 
three days of trading in 
1999. when it gained 2J 
per cent against the dollar 
to 4.07 shekels per dollar 
on Wednesday. 

Sebban said the apprecia- 
tion would not change his 
forecast of l.i per cent 
growth in 1999. “Most of 
the negative impact of last 
year's depreciation is still 
going to be there. The Bank 
of Israel has increased 
interest rates and it will 
take time to lower them,” 
he said. 

He currently sees infla- 
tion moderating in 1999 to 
6.4 per cent from an esti- 
mated 8.6-8.S per cent in 
1998. 

Katz estimated inflation 
would fall to 4.5 perc ent, 
similar to Katznelson 's 
forecast. 

As inflation fails, the 
Bank of Israel was expect- 
ed to pare back nominal 
interest rates but real rates 
would remain high. 


Bank of England causes surprise 
by cutting interest rate to 6.0 per cent 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Bank of England on 
Thursday suiprised mar- 
kets with its fourth inter- 
est rate cut in a row, citing 
the slowdown of the 
British economy and sub- 
dued international infla- 
tionary pressures. 

The bank cut its base 
rate by 0.25 basis points to 
6.0 per cent, which is still 
double the. rate. of 3.0 per 
cent inside the euro-zone 
snubbed by Britain. 

Shares rallied immedi- 
ately after the surprise 
announcement, but the 
pound remained stable. 

The bank said in a state- 
ment: “Since the (mone- 
tary policy) committee’s 
December meeting, 

domestic data and survey 
evidence have, on bal- 
ance, shown a continuing 
slowdown in the UK econ- 
omy.” 

It added that the labour 
market “seems to have 
reached a turning point,” 
with tireless calls for 
higher wages from British 
workers easing as eco- 
nomic slowdown here 
looms. 

The bank also said that 
“the risks from the inter- 
national environment 
remain elearlv on the 


downside.” . 

Plummeting commodity 
prices have raised the 
spectre of deflation in the 
global ^economy, which 
itself . faces -reduced 
growth in the wake of the 
Asian and Russian finan- 
cial meltdown. j 
Business welcomed the 
reduction but said that fur- 
ther cuts would be needed 
to head off recession here. 

The chief economic 
advisor to the Confedera- 
tion of British Industry. 
(CBI) employers* group, 
Kate Barker, said: “A fur- 
ther quarter point cut is 
welcome in itself, put is 
unlikely to dispel indus- 
try's New Year blues. Fur- 
ther interest rate cuts will 
be needed to ward of the 
danger of outright reces- 
sion.” j 

Like other industry bod- 
ies, the CBI callejd for 
British rates to fall to five 
per cent later this year. 

The deputy director gen- 
eral of the British Cham- 
bers of Commerce, Ian 
Peters, said: “With the 
danger of recession in 
1999 now a major con- 
cern. British business will 
applaud this decision.” 

He added: “Our ultimate 
objective must be to bring 


U.K. interest rates into 
line with our European 
competitors in the new 
euro-zone as soon as pos- 
sible. both to maintain the 
competitiveness of British 
business and to enhance 
the prospect of the U.K. 
joining the single currency 
at the earliest opportuni- 
ty.” 

The unexpected reduc- 
tion boosted share prices 
on the London Stock 
Exchange, with the FT-SE 
, 100 index down 19.5 
points at 6129.3 points 
shortly after, compared to 
a deficit of 33.4 points 
moments before the deci- 
sion. 

Most analysts had 
expected rates to be held 
steady this month, after 
successive reductions in 
the three previous months, 
in the light of official data 
showing a surprise rise in 
retail sales in November 
and trade surveys showing 
buoyant Christmas sales. 

The governor of the 
Bank of England, Eddie 
George, had hinted earlier 
in the week at lower inter- 
est rates. 

“If we are in a situation 
that is likely to deliver 
continued low inflation 
then ves interest rates can 


come down,” he said. 

He maintained that it 
was unrealistic to see 
British rates fall to Euro- 
pean levels in the short 
term. 

“The situation of the 
United Kingdom is quite 
different and therefore the 
monetary policy needs to 
be different, we are at a 
different phase in the 
cycle,” George said. 

The British economy is 
now showing signs of a 
sharp slowdown after five 
years of unabated growth. 

Mainland Europe, mean- 
while, led by Germany 
and France, has shown 
signs of recovery after a 
long period of stagnation, 
although the recent weak- 
ness of the global econo- 
my threatens to undermine 
growth rates there too. 

Commercial economists 
welcomed Britain’s latest 
reduction. An economist 
at Merrill Lynch bank, Ian 
Stewart, said: “It reduces 
the chance of a very hard 
landing for the economy 

He added that “there is 
scope for further and quite 
aggressive rate cuts this 
year.” predicting rates of 
5.25 per cent by the-end of 
the year. 


Egypt aims to develop 
bourses to attract investors 



CAIRO (R) — Egypt will 
develop its stock and bond 
markets and pursue reforms to 
raise foreign investment and 
national savings in 1999, offi- 
cials and economists said on 
Wednesday. 

l Tbe ministry is particularly 
concerned with strengthening 
the stock market as a primary 
channel to attract national and 
foreign capital" said Econo- 
my Minister Youssef Boutros- 
Ghali. 

He was speaking to a parlia- 
ment committee on Tuesday 
about 1 999 economic targets. 

"We intend to take neces- 
sary steps to increase confi- 
dence in the Egyptian stock 
market and encourage invest- 
ment until it becomes the pri- 
mary stock market in the 
region." he said. 

Privatisation and foreign 
investment have been the 
jewel in the crown of Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund-sup- 
ported economic reforms pur- 
sued aggressively by Egypt. 

Investors are generally opti- 
mistic about the country as an 
emerging market but sa> 
much reeds to be done in 
areas including access t*> 
information and cutting red 
tape. 

The outlook said the gov- 
ernment has identified five tar- 
get areas for 1999: foreign and 
local investment, national sa\ 
ings. economic growth, 
exports and administrative 
performance. 

Boutros-Ghali put invest- 
ment for 1998/99 July-Junc • 
at 66 billion pounds ($19 bil- 
lion) from 62 billion pound' 
the previous year. He forecast 
die gross domestic product ni 
27S.4 billion pounds to rise h « 
298 billion pounds "in the 
coming year”. 

He said in the speech new 
stock market regulation' 
would be introduced ami 
transparency and information 
flow improved 

A parliamentary source toll 
Reuters the minister said new 
bonds would be introduced u - 
deepen the stock market. 
W’hich has a capitalisation o! 
about 74 million pounds. 

“He said a market specialis- 
ing in the fixed income bond 
market will be introduced, and 
the setting up of closed-end 
long and medium term invest- 
ment bonds will be encour 
aged," said the source. 

There are already signs tluu 
Egypt is set on deepening ilv 
bond market, which unalw* 
say needs to be diversified an. 1 
feature regular issues. 

The government wasted n* • 
time by kicking off the new 
year with an offer on Januan 
3, the first day of trade m 
1999, of seven-year treasun 
bonds worth 500 million 
pounds at a fixed rate of 10 per 


cent. The offer closes on Janu- 
ary 14. 

“1999 will be the year of die 
bond," Capital ’ Markets 
Authority head Abdel-Hamid 
Ibrahim told reporters last 
month. “The coating year will 
see tangible activity in the 
bond market." 

The government offered its 
first bonds in 1998. Moustafa 
AssaL head of the fixed 
income desk at EFG Hermes 
Securities Brokerage, said he 
expected the government to 
issue more debt and wel- 


comed Boutros-Ghali’s state- 
ment. 

“This is going to help the 
bond market They need to 
push secondary trading in 
bonds and increase liquidity, 
he said. 

“For the moment it’s posi- 
tive, but how far it goes I don’t 
know. We have to rely on indi- 
viduals more who are non- 
existent in the bond market 
now because there is not 
enough liquidity.” 

Trade in equities outstrips 
the value of trade in bonds. 


which the Capital Markets 
Authority put at 969 million 
pounds from the beginning of 
1998 through rnkkNovember; 
compared to 380 million 
pounds in aB of 1997. 

The value of trade in shares 
was 13.6 billion pounds in the 
same 1998 period compared 
to 19.9 billion in 1997, it said 

Analysts have said the 
development of the bond mar- 
ket had not kept pace with the 
equity market because the lat- 
ter was spurred by privatisa- 
tions. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited byjwayne Robert Williams 


ACROSS 
1 Herring's kin 
5 Eyed 
covetously 

10 FDR's dog 

14 Chanel of 
fashion 

1 5 Superman In 
movies 

16 Burden 

17 Resting atop 

18 Domesticates 

19 Exclusively 

20 Bruce 
Springsteen 
song 

22 Controlled 
entrance 

23 Glass or metal 
worker 

24 Least colorful 

25 Block of paper 

26 Chilean 
currency 

27 Pollen-bearing 
organ 

31 Marine mount? 

35 Ring around 
the moon 

36 Record 

37 Boohoos 

30 Funeral tributes 

4t Se ranges 
predators 

43 Considerate 

44 Long, feathered 
scarf 

45 Ink mark 

48 Grieved 

53 Tropical porch 

54 John Lennon 
song 

55 Chief god of 
Norse 
mythology 

56 Overjoy 

57 European river 

58 Political unit 

59 Man's man 

60 Parakeet staple 

61 ‘Aufd Lang * 

62 water pitchers 

63 Does wrong 
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Peanuts 


SHOOFY, UlHO 
AM I KIDDING? 


LUCY 15 RIGHT.. SANTA CLAUS 
15 NEVER GOING TO BRING A DOG 
TO SOMEONE WHOSE MOM D0E5NT 
WANT HIM TO HAVE A 006,. 

-S3E 


By MfcfcMf mutant* 
Tarpon Springs, FL 




DOWN 

1 Cousteau 
Invention 

2 Climb aboard 

3 Potential oak 

4 English poet 


5 Bobolink 

6 Equipped 

7 Madagascar 
primate 

8 Level 

9 Some: Fr. 

10 Kenny Loggtns 
song 

11 Little 

Orphan 

12 Calm intervals 

13 So far 

21 Finish line 

22 Strip for a 
beauty pageant 

24 Vegetable 

26 Game counter 

27 That girt 

28 Greek T 

29 No exceptions * 

30 Van Morrison 
song 

31 Helpl 

32 Howard or 
. Saver 

33 Mom-4-pop 
store grp. 

34 Snaky turn 
36 ‘Malcolm X‘ 

director 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 
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I checked with the police and 
rny attorney. Leaving the seat up 
is not a misdemeanor in this state!" 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
• one letter to each square, to 


THAT SCRAMBLED WOHD GAME’ 
UyHonri Arnold and MHwArsMoo. 
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Mutt'n'Jeff 


(Q i*» Tttan Ha* SanfeM. me. 


39 Caron title role 

40 Arctic surface 

41 Charlotte's 
cagers 

42 Scotland _ 

44 Stiff hat 

45 Messy eaters 

46 With anger 

47 Marriage 


48 Hackneyed 

49 Way overweight 

50 ‘Ben Hut* 
director 

51 Burning coat 

52 ‘Mr. _ Goes to 
Town" 

54 Cole 

56 12124 or 12/31 
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THE CAPTAIN 
P&5CK l&EP THE ■- 
SDP0? TANKER - 
A*5 — 


Answer: ^ ^ 'V 


Now arrange the i_ 
form the suiprtoe answer, as sug- 
gested by me above cartoon.: 
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Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 
Jumbles: PERKY UNWED GYPSUM- -SUC&?_-_ 
Answer. A Christmas iraa can make a house look fik* 

«his — ‘SPRUCED* UP 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Department of Statistics puts inflation 
rate in Jordan at 4.5 per cent in 1998 


*=*THE INFLATION rate in 1998 was 4.5 per 
cent compared 10 only three per cent in 1997. 
awarding to the new director general of the 
Department of Statistics. He attributed the rise 
to higher prices at varied rates in different 
main spending areas but quickly described the 
rate of inflation as within reasonable limits 
(ju? U> the economic recession which holds 
back demand on goods and services. 

Hussein Shakhatreh, the new statistics chief, 
indicated that prices of foodstuffs went up by 
4 jl per cent, clothing and footwear by 2.4 per 
cent and housing by 2.8 per cent He pointed 
out that prices rose for most items including 
tent which increased by 4.4 per cent and fuel 
and electricity by 3.8 per cent. However, 
prices of furniture declined by 0.2 per cent. 


Shakhatreh said. 

For foodstuffs, the price rise was highest for 
sugar and sugar- related products which went 
up by 12.8 per cent. Prices of dairy products 
and grains increased by 5.9 per cent and 4.8 
per cent respectively. Declining prices were 
registered for nuts and soli: drinks by 0.8 per 
cent and 1.5 percent respectively. 

Other products and sen-ices increased by 6.6 
per cent. Shakhatreh said noting that educa- 
tion costs rose by 4.8 per cent, medical care by 
4.8 per cent and transport and communication 
by 13 p«r cent “The group of personal luxu- 
ry items dropped in prices by 1.4 per cent as a 
result of the decline in gold prices,” the direc- 
tor general of the Statistics Department con- 
cluded (AJ Ra’ij. 


Industrial city in Karak will be 
ready during the second half of ‘99 


** THE INDUSTRIAL city in Karak will 
be completed during the second half of 
this year when it will be ready to receive 
industrial investment, Jordan Industrial 
Estate . Corporation Amer Majali has 
announced- The Karak industrial estate is 
the first to be set up in the southern part of 
the Kingdom and will cover a total area of 


580 dunums although the site at large is 
J, 885 dunums. 

Majali said the corporation is currently 
preparing to promote this development 
project which is expected to contribute to 
activating the economic and construction 
drive just like the industrial estates in 
Amman and Irbid (A1 Ra'i). 


Tourists spent JD259m in six months 


«* TOURISTS COMING to Jordan spent a 
Bta) of JD259 million during the first six 
months of I99S. Of this amount, JD1 153 mil- 
lion were spent during the first quarter and 
JD 143.5 minion during the second quarter. The 
tool could double if die tourism plans and pro- 
grammes to increase the number of tourists and 
the period they stay in the Kingdom prove suc- 
cessful. The total spending amounted to 


JD584.8 million in 1997. 

According to the latest statistics issued by the 
Central Bank of Jordan. Jordanians resident in 
the Kingdom spent a total of JD1 50 million out- 
side Jordan during the first half of last year. Of 
the amount, JD67.9 million were spent in the 
first quarter and JD82.1 million in the second 
quarter. During the whole of 1997, Jordanians 
spent abroad a total of JD282.2 million. 
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FORECAST FOR JANUARY, SATURDAY 9, 1999 


By Undo C. Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Hold your temper today. 
If you go blowing off steam, you might intimidate a shy. 
grade, quiet type. This person has something important to 
say, but you’ll have to coax it out. You’re usually the one 
doing the coaching, but this rime its the other way around, 
listen to someone who hardly ever says anything at all. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20)'Your assignment for 
today is to help out a friend in need. This person would do 
just about anything for you, and probably has, without 
even being asked. Today, it looks like he or she needs 
something you can provide. You're going to have to put 
your antennae up in order to find out whar it is. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) This looks like a very 
good day for travel, bur watch your money carefully. 
Excitement, adventure, love and romance are all well 
favoured, but the money part could be a lirtle tricky. Don’t 
worry. Just be aware. If you can get by on spending a lit- 
tle less, you’ll be thankfiil later that you have something 
in res erve. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21 ) If you woke up with a 
headache this morning, don’t despair. Its just your own 
frustration, because what you want hasn't been accom- 
plished. Sometimes you are patient, calm, considerate and 
gentle, but today you're like a trapped tiger. Tell your fam- 
ily they'd be wise to do what you say, and quickly. So you 
won't have to bite their heads off. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You're likely to run into 
upsets today, but don't let that stop you. A difficult situa- 
tion could be your motivation. Its all in how' you look at 
it, right? A stumbling block and a stepping stone are pret- 
ty much the same, except for your perspective and atti- 
tude. You may have to put recently acquired skill to use 
sooner than you expected. 

VIRGO: ( August 22 to September 22) You may feel like 
giving your money away today, which isn’t a bad idea. 
For example, giving a dear friend u gift, just because he or 
she has been a dear friend, is the best reason of all. Don t 
fold back. Be as generous as you can, especially if the 
person you're giving to doesn't usually ask tor much. 
UBRA: (September 23 to October 22 ) You are as cute as 
a button today, and that's important, because you re going 
to run into some tough opposition. Something you thought 
was a done deal looks like its falling apart. You can sull 
-make a difference. You know just what to do to get things 
txi track again, so give it a shot 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21 ) Don't be upset 
if thins don’t go exactly the way you planned. In fact, you 
should expect it. There's going to be a breakdown before 
you get the breakthrough you so richly' deserve. If you go 
into the day with that attitude, when you do run into has 
sles, instead of being dismayed, you' 1 1 be amused. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December -1) 
There's a conflict today between a person who likes to 
talk and one who prefers action. The talker has great ideas- 
but the doer is lagging behind because a practical aspea 
fos been ignored. That’s where you come in. You can act 
as die perfect moderator between the various factions.. 
Creativity is reauired. of course. _ , . . 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You could 
butt heads with an opinionated person first dim? 
morning. Weil you’re pretty opinionated yourself. i ry to 
be nice about iL You probably have your own agenda. • 

If you want to other people to go along with >our i 
you’re going to have to at feast listen to theirs. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) There s apn 
fo a big breakdown this morning in plans you iw nu ■ 
Don't let that stop you. You need to rearrange feP j 
■and go for it again. If you have determination and perse ; 

5 ™. ■ ; 

who seem to be in a tussle. They c © for 
Jbat to do next, but for you, its pretty easy. w 

you’re generous, warm and loving. *° y . 
ex Plain it to them in a way they can undersj - ■ 

give it a good try. They're more Ukely to listen t , 

you than to each other. 

! 

Birthstone of January” Garnet Rose Quartz- j 


Euro falls 
below 

$ 1.16 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
euro single currency on Fri- 
day fell below SI. 16 for the 
first time on the world’s 
biggest forex market here in 
die" wake of stronger-than- 
expected U.S. jobs data. 

The euro was being traded 
at SI. 1585 here in mid- after- 
noon trading from $1.1672 
late Thursday. 

It was the first rime that the 
euro had fallen below' the 
SJ.J6 level in London since 
its momentous market debut 
on Monday. 

The fall followed official 
figures showing that the U.S. 
economy created 378,001* 
jobs in December and the 
unemployment rate dipped to 
4.3 per cent from 4.4 per cent 
in November. 

The December report was 
far stronger than expected, as 
Wall 

Street analysts had foreseen 
the creation of 200,000 non- 
farm payroll jobs and an 
unemployment rate of 4.5 per 
cent. 

On Wednesday in New 
York, the euro had briefly 
fallen to $1.1555 dollars in 
trading before climbing back 
up. 


Privatisation seen boosting Jordan bourse in ‘99 


By Suleiman A1 KhalidU 

AMMAN (R) — The chair- 
man of Jordan’s government 
watchdog overseeing the 
Amman bourse said on Fri- 
day he expected accelerated 
privatisation and fun her 
easing of foreign ownership 
rules to boost stock activity 
in 1999. 

Bassam A1 Sakci, chair- 
man of the Jordan Securities 
Commission, foresaw' 
progress in a government 
scheme 10 privatise state 


ACCESS 4646863 


Utilities — such as telecom- 
munications and electricity 
— adding to the free float 
on the bourse. 

“If we want this market to 
deepen then there has to be 
more available stock and the 
privatisation programme of 
the government will lead to 
this." Saket told reporters in 
an annual review. 

The state owns large 
chunks of stock in major 
blue-chip firms, like Jordan 
Phosphate Mines and Arab 
Potash, anions the 1 50 com- 
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panics on the bourse. 

Trade has picked up 
strongly since the state 
finally sold its 33 per cent 
stake in Jordan Cement Fac- 
tories to France's Lafarge in 
November. 

Saket said the market 
would benefit from any 
moves in 1999 to further 
relax foreign ownership 
rules which still apply to 
sectors like mining, retail 
trade and construction 
where non-Jordanians arc 
restricted to a 50 per cent 
ceiling. 

He said progress in a two- 
year restructuring brief 
given to the Securities Com- 
mission to radically reform 
the bourse would help raise 
local and foreign investor 
confidence in 1999. 

The commission is 
responsible for setting up 
and overseeing operations 
of two private sector bodies 
— (he Amman Securities 
Exchange which will run the 
exchange's daily activities 
and a central depository' 


body to settle and clear 
stock. 

The state-run Amman 
Financial Market now runs 
the bourse with a regulatory 
role. 

Saket said the commission 
on Thursday appointed a 
steering committee to pa\e 
the way lor j founding gen- 
eral assembly meeting next 
month to launch the new 
private sector bourse. 

New disclosure rules have 
increased transparency and 
accountability. Saket ’said, 
and the installation of a 
computer dealing system, 
already behind schedule, 
w as expected by March. 

He expected the Novem- 
ber decision to license six 
new brokerages, with a 
stronger capital than the cur- 
rent 22 firms, to bring more 
sophisticated services — 
such as custodianship, con- 
sultancy and portfolio man- 
agement — to the bourse. 

More foreign buying last 
> ear raised non-Jordanian 
share ow nership to 44.3 per 


cent of the 4.1 billion dinar 
(S5.7S billion) capitalised 
market, against 38.3 per 
cent in 1997. 

Foreigners — mostly 
global funds but including 
Arab investors — bought 
205 million dinars of stock 
in I99S compared to 100 
million dinars for 1997. 

"Net foreign investment 
was 124 million dinars in 
1998. sharply up from the 
57 million dinars in 1997." 
Saket said. 

He said 1998 turnover 
rose 30.7 per cent to 464 
million dinars. The official 
Amman Financial Market 
60-share index stood at 170 
points at end- 1998, up a 
modest 0.05 points from 
1997. 

The market’s official share 
index tumbled to a 15- 
month low last October, 
weighed down by economic 
woes at home and selling by 
foreign investors hurt by 
worldw ide emerging market 
turmoil. 



Two Saudi banks in 
preliminary merger talks 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
American Bank t Samba i 
and United Saudi Bank 
tUSB) are holding merger 
talks to create the Middle 
East's second largest private 
commercial bunk in terms 
of assets. USB's chairman 
said Wednesday. 

If it goes ahead, it will be 
the largest merger of its kind 
to date in the region, with a 
combined market capitalisa- 
tion. based on Tuesday's 
share price of S5.6 billion, 
the statement from King- 
dom Holding Co. said. 

Kingdom Holding Co. i* 
owned by Saudi billionuiu- 
investor ’ Prince Al-WaliJ 
ibn TalaJ. w'ho is also chair- 
man and the largest single 
USB shareholder. 

"Using a share exchange. 
USB would merge into 
Sambo." with the new com- 


pany taking on Samba's 
name. "There would be lit- 
tle change to the existing 
structure of Samba's 
board." the statement said. 

Both bank managements 
“have expressed a keen 
interest to join forces." 
although this would require 
approval from shareholders 
and the kingdom's regulato- 
ry bodies. 

"Both banks see signifi- 
c.mt v.ilne in such a me rue r. 


especially given the outlook 
for slower grow'th in the 
region." Kingdom Holding 
Co. said. 

The Gulf economies, 
heavily dependent on oil 
sales, have seen their rev- 
enues eroded by months of 
plummeting crude prices. 

USB was itself formed by 
a merger in September of 
United" Saudi Commercial 
Bank and Saudi Cairo Bank. 


FOR REIXIX 

FURNISHED APARTMENTS IN WESTERN SHMEISANI 

1 ) Area: 220 sq.m., second door. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 

2 bathrooms, guest room, spacious Ovlng room, veranda. Independent centra) 
heeling, telephone, maid’s room, modem equipped kitchen and luxurious furni- 
ture. 

Annual Rent J 06,000. 

2) Area: 90 sq.m., first floor. Consists of 2 bedrooms, dnhtg room and sitting 
room, bathroom, fully furnished kitchen, telephone, separate central h rating, 
water well, private garage, lift and extra outside door. 

Annuer Rent! JD3 .500. 

Please call between 4:00-8:00 p m. 

Tel.: S6S5711, 5679676 - Mobile: 079-523459 



? 0 %- 70 % 

de ^J^TWf/rtce. 


Christian Dior, Rena Lange, Apara, Herve-Leger 
Jean-Louis Sherrer 
Citibank Building .Abdoun - Amman 
Tel. +[962] [6] 5934451 Fax. +[962] [6] 5926013 
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DAJANI JEWELLERS "WAVES OF STYLES 


At Amra Hotel 
Shops - Amman 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sate 
Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 
5920605 / 5920609 / 1 079/530007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun com jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get: 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Swr-ifieh Tel 822891 




The Arts Center 


Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


*One & Two Bedrooms *Fuity 

Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily S 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rales 


5 th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 
e-mail : crystal® gp.cotn.jo 




Real Estate 

S W E 1 F I Y E H 

A Hajarat Complex 
ret. 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile: 079/537588 



Bayerischer Hof 
Restaurant 

is open daily during Ramadan 
from 7 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Swcifich - Al Hamra Street 
Tel: 5819730/ 3S10811 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

5684311 - 5699634 EXT. 42 

& 

Fax: 5693337 


/4coudi£cd Studio- 
& 'K/onJk&op. (JotciAca. 


Register Now 
Tel. 5529610 





At 6th Circle 
Tel,: 5510001 


FmSMpmtolMmripot 
meet your friends at tkhukn 

tent at thi Vim cafe. . 

























io Sports 

NBA owners unanimously 
approve new labour deal 

Fan anger and apathy awaits NBA return 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Forgive Lamont Harvey, 
Dan Hera tv and Fred Spicer 
if they do not greet news of 
the National Basketball 
Association labour settle- 
ment with joy. 

They are among the mil- 
lions of fans and workers 
who were hurt by the shut- 
down of the sport, which 
was solved here Thursday 
when owners voted unani- 
mously to approve a deal 
with the players union. 

Harvey, a 1 9-year-old ice' 
cream vendor at Los 
Angeles Clippers games, 
lost S2,Q00 to S3, 000 due to 
games being wiped out. 

“Players complain about 
money and they make thou- 
sands of dollars a game. 
People like me have to hus- 
tle to make S80 a game" he 
said. “Seems not having 
them is more of a letdown 
for us." 

The sums might not rival 
those of the NBA stars, but 
the percentage of his 
income lost is greater than 
those of owners and play- 
ers. 

“This whole thing just 
shows how money hungry 
everyone is" said the high 
school student, who like his 
friends have lost their pas- 
sion for the NBA and wbuld 
not have minded a full-sea- 
son shutdown. 

“It really would not have 
mattered. People lost a Jove 
for the game," Harvey said. 
“They got a chance to see 
everybody just wanted the 
money. I don't think they 
realize they hurt a lot of 
people with this." 

At least one, free agent 
Jayson Williams, does. He 
apologized. 

“I’m sorry it ever came to 
this." Williams said. “I'm 
sorry for the fans, the peo- 
ple who sell the hot dogs 
and scorecards^ — ail of 
them. Maybe we can make 
some concessions and try to 
help these people out." 

Spicer, a cafe owner near 
the Washington Wizards’ 
home arena, lost big money 



NBA Players Association President Patrick Ewing speaks with the media as he leaves 
the GM building in New York City. The NBA and the Players Association reached a 
settlement in their labour dispute earlier in the day and the NBA will begin playing a 
shortened schedule in early February (AFP photo) 


with every missed game 
and doubts many people 
will come now. 

‘1 don’t know how many 
folks are coming back," he 
said. “If Wizards crowds 
are going to be (small), it 
isn't going to mean a lot 
I’m not expecting a wind- 
fall." 

Heraty had owned 
Chicago Bulls’ season tick- 
ets for 12 years, but he has 
become fed up with six 
months of bickering and is 
not looking forward to a 
shortened season with over- 
worked players. 

"I just don’t care any- 
more.’’ Heraty said. “I 
would have rather forgotten 
about it- and moved- on 'to -- 
next year. It’ll be a night- 
mare. Guys are -our of • 
shape. The game will be 
sloppy. We’re paying a lot 
of money for a product that 
won’t be very good.” 

Art Taylor, a sports psy- 
chologist at Northeastern 
University in Boston, has 


seen the apathy grow. 

“There’s massive apathy 
toward the NBA lockout. 
Fans put on an *1 don’t care’ 
attitude,’’ Taylor said. “I 
never saw anything like this 
in the other sports' labor 
disputes." 

Others are waiting to see 
whether or not Michael 
Jordan retires before decid- 
ing whether or not to care. 

“I’m reserving my reac- 
tion until I know what 
Michael is doing," attorney 
Dan Hill said. “I won’t be 
oveijoyed or anything else 
until I know how the Bulls 
will be shaping up as a 
team." 

“It’s all Jordan for rae,’’ 
added Chris Kelsch. ‘These 
kind of athletes don’t come 
along too often. But I won’t 
watch after Jordan is gone." . 

Ryan Schinman, a sports 
marketing executive, 
expects players lost $250 
mil bon in endorsements. 
“And that’s conservative. 
Let’s see how quick Nike 


and Puma fill their stables 
again. It’s going to be tough 
the next few years." 

The NBA drew 20.4 mil- 
lion fans last season and 
spent $2.6 billion in sou- 
venirs for 1997, the last 
full-year with totals. 

But former NBA execu- 
tive Dave Gavitt listened to 
fans on a radio call-in show 
and was worried those fig- 
ures will plunge in 1999. 

“Fans seemed almost dis- 
appointed (the NBA would 
play," he said. “It belies a 
deeper problem that some 
of us have felt was there for 
some time. There have been 
warning signs." 

Just ask Portland Trail 
Blazers marketing director 
Harry Hurt. 

“Maybe we got a little 
complacent when the NBA 
became the ‘in’ sport in 
America," he said. ‘The 
good thing is every single 
person in the NBA realises 
this disconnect with the 
fans." 


Bulls begin quest to woo back Jordan 


NEW YORK (AFP) — While National 
Basketball Association (NBA) players 
began preparing for a shortened sea- 
son, the three-time reigning champion 
Chicago Bulls began making moves to 
try and lure Michael Jordan back. 

Players, fans, agents and owners 
hang awaiting Jordan’s announcement, 
realizing the $1 billion economic 
impact he has had from endorsements 
as well as what he has meant to the 
game worldwide. 

"This guy has opened a lot of doors 
for us." Washington guard Mitch 
Richmond adding: “He is Jesus in ten- 
nis shoes.” 

Jordan has sparked the Bulls to six 
NBA crown in eight years but said he 
would consider retiring and decide 
after the labour dispute with owners 
was settled, as it was here Thursday 
when owners apporved a new deal. 

"Michael needs to see what the rules 
of the new agreement are like so he 
can see what the big picture looks 
like." said David Falk. Jordan’s agent. 

Jordan's top salary this season would 
be $34.9 million. t 

The Bulls contacted Phil Jackson 
about returning as coach but he turned 
down the idea. Jackson departed say- 
ing he wanted a break and Tim Floyd 
was hired from the college ranks as a 
replacement if Jackson did not return. 

The Bulls need to know Jordan’s 
decision so they can decide how to bid 
during what promises to be a whirl- 
wind free agency signing period. The 
Bulls have eight spots to fill when the 
signing period opens January 18. 

“We would like to go back to talking 
about Michael first," Floyd said. 


“We’re hoping that Michael will 
come (back) and if that does happen, 
which is best-case scenario, then we 
can really try to put a ream together 
that can try to contend for a seventh 
championship." 

Jordan, however, has said he wants 
to see some signs the Bulls intend to 
spend money to stay contenders, not 
start a rebuilding period with Floyd. 
That means he warns to see Chicago 
re-sign his pal Scottie Pippen. 

Pippen, 33. reportedly wants a four- 
year deal from the Bulls at the new 
veterans cap of $14 million, which 
would likely average out to $17.5 mil- 
lion a season with raises through 2002. 

Whether or not the Bulls risk that 
sum on a player coming off back 
surgery could be the critical factor in 
bringing back Jordan, who would like- 
ly only sign a one-year deal and then 
might retire, leaving the Bulls commit- 
ted to Pippen. 

Loyalty has been a strong factor 
between Jordan, Pippen and Jackson 
and Pippen has long felt abused by 
Bulls management, specifically gener- 
al manager Jerry Krause, who has also 
earned Jordan's enmity. 

Jordan’s fate has become the hot 
topic for the Bulls' free agents, includ- 
ing his friend Ron Harper, who joked, 
"Hopefully, he’ll announce what that 
decision is soon so you all can leave 
me alone. 

“Michael is in the Bahamas having a 
nice time. I’m not going to speculate 
what he’s going to do. He’s a team- 
mate and a close friend and I want him 
to be happy. I’m not going to put odds 
on what he'll do. He’ll choose whatev- 


er’s best for his life. 

“Michael is the only one who knows 
what he is going to do," said guard 
Steve Kerr. 

“We’re all waiting for an answer. 
Who knows if Michael will be there? 
At this point I have no idea." 

Bulls' Canadian backup center Bill 
Wennington sees little hope Jordan 
will return because he has everything 
to lose and nothing to gain in an abbre- 
viated season caused by the labour 
feud. 

"That’s why I get the feeling that 
he’s not coming back," he said. I’m not 
very positive about him coming back. 
He was tired at the end of last season 
and hinting then that he wouldn't 
come back." 

Fans and league officials hope 
Jordan returns. But NBA 
Commissioner David Stem refuses to 
say the fate of the league rests on 
Jordanany more than it once might 
have on Lany Bird or Magic Johnson. 

“One of these days Michael Jordan i> 
going to retire. It’s sad but inevitable." 
Stem said. “The reason he is acknowl- 
edged to be the greatest player in the 
world is he gets the chance to prove U 
evey day against the best players in the 
world. 

“Other players are anxious to gel 
onto that stage ... to prove to you ihe\ 
will take the league to the levels it cuii 
reach." 

Until Jordan brings down his own 
curtain, such acts are dearly buck 
stage. 


Arazi 

outplays 

erratic 

Kafelnikov 


DOHA (.AFP) — Morocco’s 
Hicham Arazi notched up a 
major surprise ai the Si mil- 
lion ATP event here Thursday 
when he surged back to beat 
Russia’s former French Open 
champion Yevgeny 

Kafelnikov 3-6, 6-1. 7-6 
(12/10) in a second-round 
clash. 

The 25-year-old left-hand- 
ed Arazi now plays compatri- 
ot Karim A] ami who finally 
saw off Argentina’s Franco 
Squillari 6-i 6-7 (2/7). 7-5 
after a two-hour marathon. 
Alami put out Czech Petr 
Korda in the first round. 

“This win will inspire me 
for the rest of the tourna- 
ment," said a visibly weary 
Arazi after his clinching his 
win over the Russian — the 
fifth seeded player to be beat- 
en in the event. 

"1 am very serious about 
my tennis this year" said 
Arazi who also said that if he 
stayed fit be felt he could 
break into the top-ten in ihe 
rankings. 

The loss was a big blow to 
Kafelnikov who was playing 
his first event since hiring a 
new coach — American 
Larry Stefenkl whose former 
pupils have included John 
McEnroe and Marcelo Rios. 

And it was made worse 
when he failed to convert four 
match points in a dramatic 
22-point third set tie-break. 

Other seeds who have fall- 
en in the opening two rounds 
are Britain’s Greg Rusedski. 
Sweden’s Thomas Johansson 
and Jan Siemermk of the 
Netherlands. 

Seventh-seed Cedric 
Pioline did not make any mis- 
takes. He beat experienced 
Spaniard Javier Sanchez 7-6 
(7/5), 6-2 in 86 minutes and 
now plays Argentina’s 
Mariano Zabaleta who put 
out Germany’s Bernd 
Karbacher 6-0, 3-6, 7-5. for a 
place in the semi-finals. 

Also lining up for the quar- 
ter-finals will be top-sealed 
Tim Henman of Britain and 
big-serving Goran Ivanisevic 
of Croatia. Henman faces 
American Jeff Tarango while 
Ivanisevic plays German 
qualifier Rainer Schuettler. 
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Yokozuna Takanohana (L). a Japanese Grand Champion sumo wrestler, demon- 
strates a ceremonial ‘stumping’, attended by his guardian Akmoshmia (R) dur- 
ing the annual New Year’s prayer by the Japan Sumo Association at Meiji Shrine 
in Tokyo (AFP photo) . . 

Van Roost to play Halard-Decugis 
in Auckland final 


AUCKLAND (AFP) — 
Defending champion 
Dominique van Roost of 
Belgium will play third 
seed Julie Halard-Decugis 
in the final of the Auckland 
women's tournament on 
Saturday. 

Van Roost, the top seed 
and World No. 12. over- 
came a scary start against 
fourth seeded Austrian 
Barbara Schett, to win 3-6, 
6-1. 6-0 in 72 minutes. 

France’s Halard-Decugis 
avenged her quarter-final 
loss last year to Italian 
Silvia Farina, the second 
seed, with a straight sets 7- 
6 (7/5) 6-1 win. 

Halard-Decugis finished 
1998 with a ranking of 22. 
just three places behind 
Farina who looked tired 
after her marathon ' thiee^ 
set battle with American 
Chanda Rubin in the quar- 
terfinals. 

Van Roost and Halard- 
Decugis have only met 
once before, at last year's 
U.S. Open where the 
Belgian won the First- 


round match 6-2, 6-2. 

Schett held serve twice 
while Van Roost just once 
in the first set. 

But once Van Roost start- 
ed to move off the baseline 
and come to the net. she 
looked a different player, 
moving up a level. 

In the second set she 
broke Schett in the fourth 
and sixth games and in the 
last broke her in the first, 
third and fifth games to 
sweep into her second con- 
secutive final at Auckland. 

“In the first set Barbara 
played unbelievably well, 
she put a lot of pressure on 
me and I wasn't using the 
ball as well as 1 could." van 
Roost said. 

“But in the second -set I 
used my experience to get 
better and better and she 
started missing a few 
shots; then she got tired. 

Halard-Decugis looked 
to be in trouble when 
Farina raced away to be 3- 
0 up in the first set. 

But backed by a strong 
local crowd. Halard- 


Decugis — who had an 
easy ride into the last four, 
after quarterfinal opponent 
Maria Sanchez Lorenzo 
withdrew' with a groin 
strain — found her totilf ■ 
to get the score back td |j| 

The set went to jfflr 
tiebreak with HaialE 
Decugis closing out nffir 
tight finish before ro nqmjg 
away with the secondj^j 

Halard-Decugis said ^nt' 
tialiy her only thoiigfiis 
were to hang in jfe. 
Farina got off to a 

“I was just trying toSS' 
my serve and playj|mr 
point because 
playing imbeliegj& 
well” Halard-D^^E. 

“I gained revenge^g 
Silvia today and I J qBs 
tomorrow will be vtpT 
tough," she said. - .."V 
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The Spanish team of 
Miguel Prietand 

Dominique Serieys in a 
Mitsubishi rolls down a 
dune during the special 
stage between Tidjikja 
(Mauritania) and Nioro 
(Mali), in the Grenada- 
Dakar Rally. Prieto 
won the stage and takes 
third place in the over- 
all classification (AFP 
photo) 


Deluxe Furnished Apartment for Rent 


Large ( 3600 sq . ft ) . Excellent 
neighborhood , Telephone 
garage , two balconies 


079/502145 or 5528099 



(ul>4 

Jentit :»;h \r.:errsAlh 
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Animators Wanted 


We are looking for 2 D Animators and in-betweeners 
experience in operating computers is helpful but nc* 
* 3^1 necessary, training will be provided. 

Good drawing ability is a must. r “ 


i 

Qualified candidates should Mild their O s with a rmui 
photo to P.O. Bo\ ; f5296i Amman 11183 - Jordan 


GROUND FLOOR OF A VILLA FOR BENT, 

Area: 320 sq.m. Consists of 3 bedrooms, one maBt& 
bedroom, 3 L-shaped salons, 2 verandas, 3 tia 
large American kitchen, independent central 
water well, garden. Location: Sweifieh, the “ 
Embassy Street. Final rent: JD8.000. 

For information call Tel.: 4646145, Amman. 


■ PA!V EAST TO ITS SillS 


suebt freundliche and arbeitsbereite Mitarbeiter 
( -iimen ) , die g erne ganztags in der Touristenbranciw 
in unserem Hauptbucro in Amman arbeiten moedilW" 
Berwerber sollten die deutsche Sprache fliessend 
bcherrschen, sowie Schreibmaschinenkenntnissc 
sind erforderlich. 

Bitte kontaktieren Sie Frau Khalil unter . 


Tel - Nr. 5673361 und Fax-Nr. 568542 I 


CINEMA 


TEL: 46 3-4 144 


CINEMA 


TEL:463-4144 


PHILADELPHIA ' 1 ' A PHILADELPHIA '2' 


Michael Douglas & 
Sean Penn .. in 


THE GAME 


Shows: 12:15, 2:15, 6:30, 
8:30. 10:30 


CINEMA 


TEL369923B 


Bruce Willis & 
Richard Gere .. in 

THE JACKAL 


Shows: 12:15,2:15, 6:30, 
8:30, 10,30 


PLAZA 

^ 

Comedian 

Mohammad Huneidi .. in 

SAEEDI AT THE 
AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITY 

Shows: 12:30.3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


r CINEMA III ■ 

CONCORDE 

■•V ^ 

Steven Segall.. in 

FIRE DOWN BELOW 

Shows: 12:15. 2:15, 6:15.8:15 

Al Pacino & 

Robert De Niro., in 

HEAT 

Show: 10:15 


UM.MA 




/ HMVJ\ 


1 LL vi ■ JT'l.t 


k GALLERIA 1 

K. II - 

ABDOUN 

www. cns.com.jo/Galleria 

Ahmad Zaki &. 

Layla Elwi .. in 

EDHAK, ES SOURJ 
TETLA' HELWEH 

Shows: 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


Listings for films and showing times as received by cinemas and their advertising agencies. 


GALLERIA 2 

ABDOUN ~ 
MW.cns.com.jo/Galleria 

Dustin Hoffman & 
John Travolta ... in 

mad CITY 


Shows: 6:15,8:30, 10:45 


Hisham Yanes 'Theatre 


TEL - 4625155. 
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Iranians, Turks and Armenians play 
in Kuwaiti ‘ League of Nations’ 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — Here in 
football -mad Kuwait, six teams are 
battling »t out in baek-to-back match- 
es to win the “League of Nations" 
toip gtven to the best expatriate soc- 
cer side »n the Gulf emirate. 

“You are standing there like stat- 
ues, you daft lemons," is just one of 
-[he .English cries audible from the 
pitch, in this fiercely competitive 
league,- while similar insults pour 
foC^m a-hosi of toungues — Arabic. 
Armenian, Farsi and Turkish. 

^This year, wc have British. 
Iranian, Turkish, Egyptian, Armenian 
and mixed Arab sides." said Russell 
Hogg, who co-founded the league in 
1993 aod plays for the British 
“Acade™^ 5 " ream - 

He said the cup sees entries flood in 
from French. Filipino. Egyptian and 
Tunisian teams, though the Indian 
sides have been staying away lately 
after some severe beatings. 

“The number and nationality of 
icams . vanes from year to year," he 
said, adding that the four-lime cham- 
pion Magic Hungarians — a side full 
of football coaches — are not playing 
tins year. 

Football is a powerful passion in 
Kuwait, whose national team reached 
the 1982 World Cup finals and are 
defending Gulf champions. 

But expatriates are not allowed to 
play in the Kuwaiti leagues, leaving a 
large number of soccer-playing for- 
eigners kicking their heels on a 
Friday afternoon. 


Yet the League of Nations is no 
afternoon “friendly." 

The Kuwaiti referee and linesmen 
are FIFA officials, all players are reg- 
istered — and shin-splittinu tackles 
are routinely cheered by the" crowds. 

“The standard is very high and the 
coaches are unrelenting," said 
English teacher (and left back) 
Richard Limmer. 

"The referees certainly don’t like 
being shouted at, that's for sure," said 
Academicals coach John Woodward, 
a former stalwart for English club 
sides Sheffield Wednesday and 
Carlisle. 

“They brandish cards for the slight- 
est misdemeanour.” 

Woodward said that in the past 
some games have degenerated into 
mass brawls, and at least once there 
was a pitch invasion. 

“The matches have a volatile 
atmosphere, there’s no doubting that. 
But the standard is good. There are 
are a few players who could certain- 
ly make a few bob at semi-profes- 
sional level back in Britain.” 

But others are of sketchier origin, 
said Hogg, who demanded to see the 
identity cards of the Turkish team 
amid suspicions they were fielding 
more than the two allowed Kuwaiti 
nationals. 

He said teams sometimes include 
Kuwaitis masquerading as “bidoon.” 
or stateless people. 

Despite the suspicions, however, 
the Turkish side has emerged as a 


favourite lo win lhe league, suffering 
only one loss so far this season. 

One team from which they always 
take three league points for victory 
are the all-Armenian Homemmen. 
who decline to play lhe Turks fur fear 
of the match turning violeni because 
of ill will still felt over the 1915 
Turkish massacre of Armenians. 

“Wc don’i play against the Turks. 
We forfeit the match in case of any 
trouble," said Aram Mahdessian. 
head of the Armenian sports cornmi- 
lee. 

"That's three points lost for us," he 
said. 

But what the Homemmen lose in 
points is made up fur by (he support 
they get from the worldwide 
Armenian sports union. 

The Homemmen train twice a week 
and supplement their League of 
Nations football with foreign tours to 
play oLfter Armenian sides. 

But they hardly need to travel 
abroad to find Armenian supporters. 
The Homemmen have a following of 
up to 500 fans, and even laie-evening 
matches bring extended families with 
grandparents and babies — and cool- 
ers full of drinks — in tow. 

"For us it is nol just the competi- 
tion, it's the continuity" Mahdessian 
said. "Most of our 3,000-strong com- 
munity have lived in Kuwait for 
years." 




Cuba's volleyball national team player Yoslan Munoz Garcia (I) tries to overcome 
the block of Italy’s Elisa Galastri (c) and Eleonora Lo Bianco during their match 
for the 20th International Volleyball tournament in Berlin. Italy won in three 
straight sets (AFP photo) 


Preud’homme 
move falls 
through 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AFP) — 
Veteran Belgian goalkeeper 
Michel Preud'homme's move 
to Brazilian Third Division 
side Ruminertse has fallen 
through after the player's club 
insisted no deal had been 
struck, it emerged on Friday. 

The Benfica guardian flew to 
Rio de Janeiro to sign an 18- 
month contract but late 
Thursday his Portuguese First 
division side insisted that a 
$1.4 million dollars fee be paid 
despite Flumincnse directors 
insisting no such payment had 
been agreed. 

Preud’homme. who played 
for Belgium in the 1990 and 
1994 World Cups, had said 
was looking forward to playing 
in the legendary Maracana sta- 
dium in Rio dc Janeiro. 


Pierce reaches Australian Hardcourt final 






GOLD; COAST (AFP) — 
Maty Pierce stormed back 
afrer“ dropping the opening 
^ to" rook a place in the 
final, pf the $170,000 
Australian Women's 
Hanfcourt tennis champi- 
onship here Friday. 

The World ' No. 7 
Frenchwoman fought back 
beat: Romanian Irina 
Spirlea 4-6, 6-4, 6-1 and 
’rill face second seed Swiss 
Fatty- • Schnyder in 
Saturday’s final. 

Schnyder ousted defend- 
ing champion \i SiMjivama 


of Japan 6-2. 7-6 (7/5) and 
will play for her sixth 
Women's Tennis 

Association title against 
Pierce. 

Pierce has beaten the 20- 
year-old Swiss star in their 
three previous matches, 
with the last encounter in 
1997. 

However Schnyder has 
come a long way since then 
and Finished last year 
ranked 1 1 in the world and 
if successful against Pierce 
could move to eight in the 
WTA rankings. 



"It'll be a tough match. 
I’ve played her a few times 
but lately she’s been play- 
ing really well,” Pierce said 
of Schnyder. 

"I think the key is to play 
my own game and be 
aggressive." 

The 1995 Australian 
Open champion looked in 
trouble early on against 
Spirlea, who was let down 
by crucial double faults and 
43 unforced errors. 

“I was just happy to win 
the second set and that got 
me into the match and 
eventually 1 started feeling 
like I was playing better 
.uni I tried to he more 


aggressive," Pierce said. 

In the other semi-final. 
Sugiyama played her usual 
baseline game against 
Schnyder in the First set but 
was no match for the Swiss 
seed’s swinging left hand 
serves. 

Schnyder said she 

planned to make Pierce do 
most of the running in the 
final. 

"But it’s easier to say 
than lo do it." Schnyder 
said. 

"I think she’s very’ 

aggressive from the back 
but I'll see how 1 get on 
with her game." 


Sweden in Hopman Cup final 


PERTH (AFP) — Sweden’s Jonas 
Bjorkutun and Asa Carlsson are braced 
lor u showdown with Australia in the 
final of the Hopman Cup tennis mixed 
teams tournament here Saturday after 
winning a vital qualifying tie against 
Switzerland Fridas. 

In their first appearance in the final 
of the 11 -year-old event, the Swedes 
will clash with hard-hitting Mark 
Philippoussis and sensational 15-vear- 
old schoolgirl Jelena Dokic. who has 
taken the competition by storm this 
week. 

Sweden clinched their Final spot — 
and the chance to pocket u winners' 
cheque for A*200,0lX) (SI 25 ,000) — 
when they beat SwiL/erlunU 2- 1 . 

Bjorkman beat Jvo Heuberger o-2. ri- 
ll in the men’s singles after Carlsson 
had lust to World No. 2 Martina Hingis 
2-ft. 2-ri in die women’s singles. 
Bjorkman and Carlsson then teamed 
up to snatch (he mixed doubles. 

They won the doubles 2-6. 6-3, 6-4. 


though tournament organisers said the 
Swedes qualified for the Finals — on a 
count of games and sets won — as 
soon as they had won the second set. 

Australian youngster Dokic has been 
the find of the tournament so far, over- 
whelming Spain’s world number four 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario before 
thrashing France's Sandrine Testud. 
ranked 14th. in earlier matches. 

But Carlsson is not intimidated by 
the prospect of meeting the young 
Australian, her country's latest pin-up 
idol. 

"Jelena is probably very confident 
going into the final but I feel I played 
my best this week,” said Carlsson. 23. 
yet to win a major singles or doubles 
title. 

“1 will certainly go out with the atti- 
tude to win the match. 

“It is very important to win this title. 
This is the only mixed doubles tourna- 
ment in the world so it is very impor- 
tant to win it." 


Carlsson is ranked 92nd while Dokic 
is 34 1st in the senior rankings, though 
she is the reigning world junior num- 
ber one. 

Bjorkman. 26. ranked 24th, and 
Philippoussis, 22, who is 15th. are 
well matched. 

Bjorkman said: "I am very happy 
with my form this week, and hope I 
can keep going.” 

Reigning champions the Slovak 
Republic lost their chance of appear- 
ing in a second consecutive final by 
losing to the United States. 

Karina Habsudova went down 4-6, 
2-6 to world number one Lindsay 
Davenport before Karol Kucera lost 7- 
5, 6-7(5/7), 4-b to Jan-Michael 
Gambill. 

In the mixed doubles. Gambill and 
Davenport beat Kucera and 
Habsudova 7-5 6-3 to give the United 
States a 3-0 win. 


Rafter eliminated in Adelaide 


ADELAIDE (AFP) — 
Defending champion 

Lleyton Hewitt came from 
behind t<> win a thrilling 
quarter-final against Czech 
Slava Dosedel at the 
Australian Men’s Hardcourt 
tennis tournament here late 
Friday. 

Do.scdcl, who curlier in the 
day ousted top seed Patrick 
Rafter, won the first set but 
tired ;is Hewitt reeled oft' the 
last six games to defeat the 
Czech. 4-6. 6-4, 6-2. 

The 1 7-year-old from 
Adelaide plays Jason 
Stoltenherg in an all- 
Australian semi-final 

Saturday. 

Tournament fourth seed 
Stolrenberg breezed past 
Zimbabwe's Byron Black in 
straight sets 6-3. 6-2 in their 
quarter-fmal dash. 

He said the ease of the vic- 
tory was surprising consider- 
ing the tough battles he has 
had with Black including a 
loss in .the deciding Davis 
Cup singles match against 
Zimbabwe in Mildura last 



Pat Rafter 

year. 

’ Rafter. Australia s great 
hope for this month’s nation- 
al open, crashed out of the 
tournament blaming a lack 
of motivation for his straight 
sets loss to Dosedel. 

The world number four 


was sluggish as Dosedel, 
ranked 60 places lower, 
broke his serve once in each 
set to win 7-5, 6-4, and said 
he needed to put in a lot 
more , work before the 
Australian Open, starting in 
Melbourne on January 18. 


But the top seed here was 
confident the knee injury 
which forced hint out for 
two months after his back- 
to-back US Open win last 
September had fully healed. 

"I'm prabab/y not in the 
best shape I’ve ever been in 
so I’ve got some work to do." 
he said. 

"I had a very l° n S year last 
year ... it's very haid to get 
motivated and do the work 
again. I’ve got to find that 
motivation somewhere over 
the next week leading into 
the Australian Open.” 

Meanwhile, Scott Draper 
moved into the semi-finals 
with a 6-7 (7/9). 6-4, 7-6 
(7/5) victory over fellow 
Australian Michael Tebbutt, 
who double-faulted on 
matchpoint in the final 
tiebreaker. 

Draper will meet second 
seed Thomas Enqvist of 
Sweden in Saturday's semi- 
final after Enqvist disposed 
of Slovakian Dominik 
Hrbary 6-2, 6-4 in their quar- 
ter-final encounter. 


President of Atletico Madrid sent to jail 


MARBELLA (AFP) — 
Jesus Gil, president of the 
Spanish football club 
Atletico Madrid and mayor 
of the Mediterranean resort 
of Marbclla, spent his first 
night behind bars Thursday 
alter being detained on 
charges of embezzlement 
and forging official docu- 
ments. 

GiJ. 65 was escorted in the 
evening to the prison of 
AIhuarin de la Torre near 
Marbella in Andalusia, after 
being questioned all day by 


investigating magistrate 
Santiago Torres. 

"It doesn't matter. I am 
very calm. I am going to 
prison. This is the outcome 
of the campaign waged in 
lynch me.’’ Gil said. 

Gil is alleged to have 
embezzled 450 million 
pesetas (S3 million or 2.7 
million euros) from the 
municipality in Marbella foi 
the benefit of Atletico 
Madrid. 

Authorities allege that 


contracts supposedly signed embezzlement.” Gil's 
between the town council lawyer Jose Luis Serna said, 
and the club are fakes. saying he would appeal the 

"There is no- offence ol magistrate's custodial order 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


Families only 

Location: Sweifieh, opposite the Latin Church, 
Ben Habib Street, Building No. 3, quiet and distin- 
guished. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
salon, living room, dining room & kitchen. Unique 
furniture. The ground floor is with a garage and 
independent garden. The third floor is with a lift. 


For information call Tel. 5335165, 5856138 
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THE ART1 CENTtl 


Male/Female Executive 
Secretary Required 

1. Experience & Credentials in Office 
Computer Programs. 

2. Experience in Public Relations. 

3. Excellent Command of English. 

4.Jordanian Citizenship. 

For Appointments: 552 9610 
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ARE YOU AWARE THAT.... 


• You may qualify in as many as 4 distinct categories - 
Independent, Self-Employed. Entrepreneur or Investor. 

• Lawyers make 15%> - 20% commission on the total money you 
invest through various Canadian Funds, in addition to the 

$3000 - $5000 in legal fees. L 

• Costs can vary from less than US $10,000 to more than LS 

$60,000 through the Investment Category. 

BEFORE YOU DECIDE, ENSURE THAT ALL ™E OPTIONS, 
COSTS AND COMMISSIONS ARE EXPLAINED TO \ OU AND 
THAT YOUR CHOICE IS THE BEST ONE FOR \ OU. 

! BUSH FRANKEL WHITE (BFW), the most experienced law 
i firm in Canada providing immigration services to some ol the 
I world’s largest multinational corporations as well as husmevs 
: persons and professionals from some of the leading families in 
(the Middles East. We are committed to providing you with 
j practical and cost effective legal solutions you can trust in a 
| professional, yet personal environment. 

! For more information please contact our 
representative Mr. Ammar Salah at 566-1948 


‘Roche Has Terminated J. Khayyat Contract’ 

Vitamin Division of F. Hoffmann — La Roche Ltd., Switzerland has 
terminated as per 25.09.1998 all contracts related to ARAB FEED 
MANUFACTURING CO./MIDDLE EAST AGRICULTURAL & 
TRADING CO. LTD which is owned by Mr. Jack Khayyat. 

Hereby, the above companies and/or person are NOT Permitted to 
represent F. Hoffmann — La Roche Ltd. in Jordan, Iraq or any 
other country in any segment, NOR to refer to F. Hoffmann — La 
Roche Ltd. in any material and/or documents originating either 
directly or indirectly from those companies and/or person. 

F. Hoffmann — La Roche Ltd., Basel/Switzerland has only 
ONE Agent in Jordan Messrs. Omnitrade (Chaoui Rusheidat & 
Masannat) P.O. Box 294 Amman 11118 Jordan, Tel.: 962 6 
5824654 Fax: 962 6 5824726. 

No Company in Jordanian Market has permission and/or licence 
to use F. Hoffmann — La Roche Ltd. name on its products, feeds 
or feed premixes. 

And if found ; we will seek legal actions against the violating party , ; 
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‘Israel marketing 3,700 
new settlement units’ 




OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel’s housing min- 
istry will sell lots for the con- 
struction of another 3,729 settle- 
ment units in the West Bank this 
year, the Haaretz newspaper 
reported on Friday. 

Citing a confidential minis try 
document, the newspaper said a 
further 1 ,320 lots would also te 
marketed at the Arab east 
Jerusalem area of Abu Ghneim 

The tenders to be issued for 
West Bank settlements include 
500 units in Ariel, a large Jewish 
community deep inside the 
north of the occupied territory, 
and 400 units in the nearby 
uhra-Orthodox enclave of 
Emmanuel. 

Most of the test of the housing 
sites will be put up for sale in 
settlements located around 
Jerusalem and nearby 
Bethlehem, Haaretz said 

No precise timetable for die 
property sales was given. The 
spokesman for the bousing min- 
istry was unavailable for com- 
ment on the report Friday. 

The rightist government of 
Prime Minister Beoyamin 
Netanyahu has refused interna- 
tional appeals to halt building in 
the Jewish settlements pendin g 
the outcome of negotiations 
with the Palestinians on the 


Settlers block Gaza road 

GUSH KATIF (AFP) — Israeli settlers blocked a road near 
their enclave in the Gaza Strip on Friday to protest an army 
decision to let Palestinians use the route, military sources said. 
The settlers defied soldiers' orders to dispose and refused to 
budge even after the array declared the area a "closed military 
zone," its nonnal tactic for moving Israelis away from con- 
frontations in the occupied territories. The Israeli militants, 
who occupy a bloc of skrieraents near the coast in the south- 
ern Gaza Snip, were furious with the army's decision early this 
week to allow Palestinians to use a main coastal road that had 
been closed to them since a terrorist attack in the area several 
years ago. 

The road, which runs alongside the Gush Katif bloc of set- 
tlements, is the shortest route between Gaza City and major 
Palestinian towns at the southern end of the Gaza Strip. 


future of the occupied territo- 
ries. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority charges that the ongo- 
ing settlement construction is 
designed to prejudge the negoti- 
ations by strengthening Israel's 
hold on large areas of "the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem, where 
Palestinians hope to establish 
the capita] of a future state. 

The VS. has pankulady 
complained about Israel's deci- 
sion to go ahead with construc- 
tion of a settlement at Jabal Abu 
Ghneim. 

The launch of the project in 
March 1997 led to a 20-month 


S. Arabia to give light weapons to Lebanon 

RIYADH ( AP) — Saudi Arabia is to give Lebanon small arms 
and armoured cars in a gesture of friendship, a Saudi military 
official said Friday. The decision was made by Defence 
Minister Prince Sultan, said the official who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. ‘The gift includes light weapons, such as 
machineguns. pistols and hand grenades ... in addition to some 
armoured vehicles and armored personnel cam ere." the offi- 
cial said He added the weapons were produced by Saudi fac- 
tories in A1 Kharj, 70 kilometres southwest of the capital, 
Riyadh. The official did not give the value of the arms and 
vehicles. 

Jose most popular name in some U.S. states 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Moras like Mike in most of the 
United States, but Jose leads the way in California and Texas, 
In 1998. the name Jose showed up on more birth certificates 
than any other boy’s name in those two heavily Hispanic 
states, according to the Social Security Administration. 
Michael was No. 1 nationwide. Jose’s popularity isn’t just the 
result of growing Hispanic populations, said Edward Callary, 
editor oft he American Name Society's journal It also reflects 
a new comfort with ethnicity. "Thirty years ago, most people 
would not have given their child an ethnic name," Callary said, 
"A lot of folks tried to blend in and fold into American soci- 
ety." Though Jose led the list for boys in California, the rest of 
die state’s top five were more traditional In descending order 
Daniel Michael Anthony and Jacob. The gills’ list lacked a 
Latina flavour, even in California. The top five; Jessica, 
Ashley, Emily. Jennifer and Samantha. 

Teen killed in car accident with twin brother 

COLD SPRING, Minnesota (API — A teen-age giri was 
killed when the car she was driving collided head-on with a car 
driven by her twin brother. The crash happened on a slippery 
road a kilometre from the twins’ home on Thursday afternoon. 
Jacqueline Kern, 17. died Her twin, Jesse, was in fair condi- 
tion Friday. His 15-year-old brother suffered miner injuries. 

Kuwait denies torture of Iranian workers 

KUWAIT CITY ( AFP) — Kuwait has denied a report from 
Tehran tfaai a group of Iranian workers were tortured by police 
in the Gulf Arab emirate before being deported Kuwaiti prisons 
and deportation centres are "in excellent condition'' as docu- 
mented by Amnesty International the International Committee 
of the Red Cross, and UN. High Commissioner for Refugees, 
the interior ministry insisted late Thursday. Most of the group of 
26 Iranian workers were deported for violating residency rules, 
said spokesman Liuetenant Colonel Ahmad Al Sharqawi. The 
deportation was carried out in cooperation with their embassy. 

UNHCR denies Iran forcing refugees out 

TEHRAN ( AP; — The U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 
denied Friday reports that Iran was forcing thousands of 
Afghans ro return to their embattled homeland It said more than 
11,000 Afghans had voluntarily left Iran m which is home to 
about 1 5 million refugees from Afghanistan. ‘There has been 
no forced repatriation of Afghan refugees by Iran,” the UNHCR 
office in Iran said in a statement 

Women attack suspected paedophile 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — A 63-year-old suspected paedophile was 
hospitalised after being attacked by the mothers of his alleged 
victims at the main courthouse in the northern town of Antwerp 
on Riday. judicial sources said The slx women rained blows on 
the man in front of a police officer with nobody at the scene 
intervening. The suspect — a 63-year-old Dutchman charged 
with sexually abusing several young children — was taken to 
hospital Hls condition was not immediately known. The moth- 
ers told the Belga news agency that they did not regret their 
actions, even though they face the possibility of criminal 
charges against them. 

Sexual assaults rampant in Canada’s military 

OTTAWA (R) — Sexual assaults on women within Canada’s 
armed forces were reported almost daily last year — double the | 
number of such assaults reported a year earlier, according to I 
government figures released on Friday. Canada's military has j 
been plagued by scandals in recent months, including accusa- ! 
tiorts from women that they constantly face sexual harassment 
and abuse while serving in various branches of the armed 
forces. Canadian officials contended ft was possible that the 
number of incidents had not actually increased, but that many 
more cases were being reported after Defence Minister Ait 
Eggleton and Chief of Defence Staff Maurice Bari! appealed to 
victims of abuse and harassment to come forward. 


breakdown in Isradi- 

Palestinian peace efforts, 

although the government held 
off issuing renders for actual 
housing construction at tire site 
until last October. 

The figures published by 
Haaretz included only tenders 
for construction of publicly 
funded housing. Thousands of 
privately funded units are also 
planned or already under con- 
struction according to private 
groups which monitor settle- 
ment activities. There are cur- 
rently 144 Jewish settlements in 
the West Bank with more than 
155,000 residents. 

Britain 
pressures 
Yemen for 
access to 
detainees 

LONDON (R) — Britain said 
on Friday it was maintaining 
pressure on Yemen for access 
to six Britons detained in Aden 
who are reported to be facing 
trial on charges of sabotage. 

The Yemeni embassy in 
London responded by saying 
the men could be visited at any 
tune and attacked the British 
media for its criticism of a 
bloody hostage rescue last 
week in which four Western 
tourists died. The Foreign 
Office said it had not been 
informed of any charges 
against the six men, which the 
embassy said were planning to 
cany out terrorist acts. 

"So far the Yemeni authori- 
ties have not come to us with 
any evidence to substantiate 
what (Yemen’s Interior 
Minister Hussein 

Mohammad) Arab is reported 
to have said. We are still pres- 
surising the Yemeni authori- 
ties," a Foreign Office 
spokesman said. He added 
that be had no information on 
reports from the detainees’ rel- 
atives that two of the men had 
been shoe 

The relatives said they had 
been told the men would be 
tried on Saturday on charges 
of sabotage and faced the 
death penalty if found guilty. 

One of the detainees’ wives, 
Monica Davies, told a news 
conference her husband was 
not a terrorist "My husband is 
a family man. a quiet man. It 
was a family holiday which 
we had planned He was sup- 
posed to phone me and we 
were going to arrange when I 
would come over but the 
phone calls stopped after four 
days. These allegations are just 
ludicrous." she said 
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Palestinian women perform Friday prayers at Jerusalem's Al Aqsa Mosque, Islam’s third holiest shrine. More than 
300,000 people performed the prayers (Reuters photo) 

300,000 attend Friday prayers at Al Aqsa 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Amid tight Israeli 
security, 300.000 Muslims 
attended weekly prayers at Al 
Aqsa Mosque in Arab east 
Jerusalem's Old Gty on 
Friday. Israeli police said. 

Israeli police deployed a 
large number of extra men 
around the mosque compound 
and cm access roads but no 
incidents were reported as wor- 
shippers flocked in from Arab 
east Jerusalem and elsewhere 
in the occupied West Bank. 

Huge numbers of worship- 
pers have been attending the 
Friday prayers during the 
Muslim Holy Mouth of 
Ramadan, which began on 
Dec. 19 in the Palestinian 


areas. 

Attendance at the service is 
expected to peak next week for 
the last Friday prayers of the 
fasting month. 

The" Al Aqsa compound, 
which includes the mosque 
and tiie Dome of the Rock 
shrine which Muslim tradition 
say's commemorates the spot 
where the Prophet Mohammad 
ascended to heaven, is the third 
holiest site in Islam after 
Medina and Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Palestinian youth 
wounded in Hebron 

Meanwhile in Hebron 
Israeli soldiers firing rub- 


ber-coated steel bullets 
wounded a Palestinian 
youth on Friday in sporadic 
clashes in the tense West 
Bank town, witnesses said. 

The Israeli soldiers fired 
the rubber-coated bullets 
and stun grenades after 
some 20 youths started pelt- 
ing them’ with stones on the 
border of the Palestinian- 
and Israeli-controlled parts 
of the town, the witnesses 
said 

Local residents are angry 
over a five-day-old curfew 
imposed on Palestinians liv- 
ing in the Israeli sector of 
the city since unidentified 
gunmen opened fire on an 
Israeli car. wounding two 


women, on Monday. 

The Israeli army has also 
barred Palestinians from 
entering or leaving the self- 
rule sector of the city of 
140,000 since the shooting. 

Tensions rose further 
Wednesday when Israeli 
troops shot and killed a 
Palestinian man who 
approached them while car- 
rying a toy gim. 

Israel handed over four- 
fifths of Hebron in January 
1997 to the Palestinian 
National Authority. But the 
Jewish state remains in con- 
trol of the remaining fifth of 
the town where 400 Jewish 
settlers live. 


Barak wanted to invade Syria in 1982 — report 


TEL AVTV (AFP; — Ehud 
Barak, the leader of Israels 
opposition Labour Party, 
secretly uiged a major mili- 
tary strike against Syria when 
he was a senior general on the 
eve of Israel’s 1982 invasion 
of Lebanon, the Haaretz 
newspaper reported Friday. 

Barak, who was head of the 
army’s planning branch at the 
time, tried to convince then 
defence minister Ariel Sharon 
to shift the focus of the war 
from Lebanon. where 
Palestinian guerrillas had 
bases, to Syria, Haaretz said 

Barak argued that Sharon's 
plans to invade Lebanon 
would in any case provoke 
clashes with Syria and that it 
would be better to expand the 


offensive from the beginning 
into a "massive operation" 
against the Syrian army. 

The general, then only 40. 
said the Syrian army could be 
devastated by a "very deep 
flanking thrust" launched 
from the Golan Heights, 
which Israel occupied in 
1967. into Syria and then the 
Syrian-controlled Bekaa 
Valley in eastern Lebanon. 
Haaretz reported 

The newspaper, which said 
only that it discovered 
Barak's plans "by chance." 
said the young general wanted 
to keep his project secret from 
most of the government, then 
headed by rightist Menachem 
Begin, and even the army 
hierarchy. 


Barak was quoted as saying 
at the time that the “political 
level would find it difficult to 
discuss (the plan) explicitly 
and identify the goals clearly." 

A spokesman for Barak 
questioned about the article 
by army radio refused to con- 
firm or deny the report. 

The Haaretz article was 
published just as Barak began 
his campaign to become 
prime minister in May elec- 
tions with slogans attacking 
the right-wing incumbent. 
Benyamin Netanyahu, as a 
adventurous extremist 
According to Haaretz, 
Barak promoted his plan in 
March 1982, two months 
before Sharon ordered Israeli 
troops into Lebanon to attack 


bases used by Palestinian 
activists to launch attacks on 
northern Israel. 

The invasion ultimately 
took Israeli troops to the gates 
of Beirut and led to a costly 
three-year-long occupation of 
much of Lebanon. 

Sharon has been accused of 
lying to prime minister Begin 
about tiie goals of the 
Lebanon invasion, which he 
allegedly presented to the cab- 
inet as a limited operation 
while planning in fact to occu- 
py most of the country. 

Sharon has denied the 
charges, but was rebuffed by a 
Tel Aviv court two years ago 
when he filed a lawsuit 
against media which carried 
tire allegations. 


Senate approves trial plan Koumura arrives today 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

‘This puts off a major con- 
frontation,” said New York 
Democratic Sen. Charles 
Schumer. “We’ve basically 
agreed to start the process 
going and see if there can be 
some kind of agreement on 
witnesses Jarer" 

Senators said a four-member 
bipartisan group would make 
sure there were safeguards and 
guidelines on calling witnesses 
and handling potentially sala- 
cious testimony. 

The vote on the accord was 
delayed for a few hours as 
negotiators tried to nail down 
the details, with a dispute aris- 
ing over whether new evi- 


dence not included in the 
House impeachment report 
could be introduced at trial. 

But senators said the open- 
ing presentations would have 
to be based on the record 
developed by the House 
inquiry. The introduction of 
any new evidence later in the 
trial would require a majority 
vote. 

“There will be no surprise 
evidence," Republican Sen. 
Olympia Snowe of Maine 
said. 

House Judiciary Chairman 
Henry Hyde, who will lead the 
prosecution, said on Friday 
witnesses were crucial to the 
case but added that he appreci- 
ated the bipartisan agreement. 


(Continued from page 1) 

In Beirut on Friday, 
Koumura held talks with 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Salim Hoss and President 
Emile Lahoud. before depart- 
ing to Syria, where he was 
scheduled to meet Syrian 
President Hafez Assad and 
Foreign Minister Farouq 
Sharaa. 

Koumura' s Syrian talks 
were expected to cover the 
peace process and ways to 
resume Syrian-Israeli peace 
talks, agencies said 

In Cairo on Thursday. 
Koumura held talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. Reuters news 


House to begin debating fiscal budget 


(Continued from page 1) 

"There needs to be a com- 
prehensive programme 

planned and implemented in 
close coordination between the 
government. Parliament and 
the private sector.” he said 
echoing one of the recommen- 
dations made in the commit- 
tee's report calling for a nation- 
al economic programme. 

The budgk. described as 
"austere" by the committee, 
earmarked JD32 million to 
finance extra infrastructure for 
a social safety net package to 
fight rising urban and rural 
poverty and for water projects 
to help ease chronic shortages. 

The budget also includes 
allocations for the Ministry of 
Social Development to deal 
with poverty and unemploy- 
ment through the National Aid 
Fund and the Employment and 


Development Fund — organi- 
sations mired in controversy 
over charges of nepotism and 
corruption. 

The parliamentary commit- 
tee recommendations, includ- 
ing cancelling customs and 
sales tax on Jordanian -made 
buses and trucks, increasing 
Central Bank reserves from 
foreign sources and lowering 
high interest rates, are sugges- 
tions, analysts say. the govern- 
ment. eager to increase rev- 
enues. reduce its foreign debt 
and protect the dinar's value, 
simply cannot afford to do. 

"Most of the committee’s 
recommendations run counter 
to government policy’.” he said. 
"They are nor proposing any- 
thing practical, only general 
recommendations chat are not 
doable," said an economist. 

With an estimated three per 
cent growth, the government 


will have very little room to 
manoeuvre when it comes to 
spending in outer to generate 
growth in the economy unless 
it wants to jeopardise IMF- set 
targets, which Jordan can ill- 
afford to miss this time. 

According to economists, 
Jordan needs six per cent eco- 
nomic growth to barely cope 
with a population growing at 
three per cent annually. 

But economists acknowl- 
edge that while the economic 
slowdown will continue well 
into the first half of this yean 
they say that without privatis- 
ing stare assets — die most 
obvious source of new revenue 
which can be used to stimulate 
growth — the “pain” will be 
that much greater. 

The budget, which analysts 
describe as anywhere from an 
"ordinary to a hardship bud- 
get" is a difficult balancing act 


for decision makers because of 
contradictory objectives. 

‘To encourage investment, 
tiie Central Bank has to lower 
interest rates, and to do that it 
has to increase its foreign 
reserves through borrowing, 
which would increase its debt 
burden. „ if it reduces the rate, it 
could pose a threat to the sta- 
bility of the dinar." said an 
economist, citing an example 
of often contradictory policies 
and effects. “It is a vicious cir- 
cle." 

Jordan’s foreign reserves 
declined to $1,210 million by 
the end of November com- 
pared to $1.6 billion at the 
beginning of 1998, as result of 
a drop in both remittances and 
exports as well as capital flight, 

mainly a result of fears for His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
health. The King, who was 
undergoing cancer treatment 


agency quoted Koumura 's 
spokesman. Masala Okada. as 
saying that Mubarak stressed 
the importance of implement- 
ing [be 1993 Oslo interim 
peace agreement and the U.S.- 
sponsored Wye River accord 

Koumura also discussed 
with Mubarak the Iraqi crisis 
and Okada said both sides 
agreed on the need for Iraq to 
abide by United Nations reso- 
lutions, Reuters reported 

Okada added that Mubarak 
“expressed (to Ko umur a) his 
opposition to the use of force 
against Iraq because this 
involves innocent people and 
he underlined the necessity to 
find a diplomatic solution to 
the problem,” the agency said 

since July last year, arrived in 
London Wednesday to conva- 
lesce before returning to 
Jordan. 

While the 1999 budget does 
not look much different than 
previous budgets, the govern- 
ment. has finally wiped the 
slate clean. 

The government has paid all 

its debt to hospitals, local con- 
tractors and other debtors. 
Paying the local debt resulted 
in a 9.4 deficit for 1998. 

‘The government is in a dif- 
ficult situation,” said econo- 
mist Fahed Fanek. "If we 
spend more to help spur eco 
nonuc growth, we will lose out 
on the gains made over the past 
six years, including stability of 
the dinar, low inflation... and if 
we spend Ies s ^ 

deficit we risk higher unem- 
ployment and a deeper reces- 
sion, he said. ‘The govern- 
ment had to take the midd le 
road and it did.” 





Woman arrested 
for sleeping 
in star’s home 

LOS ANGELES tR> 

Sbe spent tbe night in Brad 
Pitt’s bedroom, wearing his 
clothes. If only the 
Hollywood heart-throb had 
been there in die morning, 
instead of those six armed 
police officers. Athena 
Marie Rolando, 19, T was 
arrested Thursday on 
charges of misdemeanour 
trespassing after a caretak- 
er found her asleep in Pitt’s 
home in the Hollywood 
Hills — wearing the actor s 
green sweatshirt, " blue 
sweatpants, blue hat and 
tennis shoes, police said. 
Pitt, star of “Meet Joe 
Black.” was not home at 
the time. Los Angeles 
police spokesman Anthony 
Alba said Rolando alleged- 
ly climbed into Pitt’s house 
through an open window 
shortly after midnight 
Thursday and put on his 
clothes because she vras 
cold. She was arrested mid- 
morning. 

Crisis line for men 
in demand after aid 

WELLINGTON (R) — A 
disturbing television adver- 
tisement for a New Zealand 
helpline service ... has 
spurred men to face Ttesir 
problems and seek help 
from members of their qyn 
sex. a counselling service 
director said Friday. 

Auckland-based chant) 
Lifeline and Infercburch 
Counselling Service 

launched a national televi- 
sion campaign on Dec;' 26 
to promote one of its 1 ser- 
vices, Mensiine, a crisis 
line for men by men it has 
been running since -.1996: : 
The advert Lifeline's fea, : 
depicts a world as viewed , 
by a troubled male; j$o : 
sees his job as helL Mre ' 
as a prison, strong defeat : 
a bar as lunch and, strode- j 
ingly, himself as a punch- j 
lug bag for his wife. . . j 

Mentally ill no more j 
violent than others 

WASHINGTON (Rj_ ~ 
People with mental illness 
are no more likely than the 
general population to be 
violent, the president oFtfie 
American Psychiatric 

Association said . oo 

Thursday. Dr. "Rodrigo 
Munoz said in a statement 
released by tbe group that 
an incident in which a. man 
believed to be mentaJiy 31 
pushed a woman off a 
York subway platform jo 
her death was tragic, burin 
no way proves that: lb* 
mentally U1 are especial!) 
dangerous. ‘The conditions 
likely to increase the'risfcof 
violence are ihe_sfflK 
whether a person has.mw: ' 
tal illness or 
said. "The risk of violence 
for people with mental ill- 
nesses is most a ssbaated 
with alcohol abuse — T 15 * 
as it is in the rest of-fa 
population." • 

Mythical Tibet ! “ 
waterfall discovered 

WASHINGTON (AFPl;^ 
Explorers have discoya?J 
a mythical 35-metre &P 1 
waterfall in the Himajay an 
mountains of Tibet; ife 
National Geograpb* , 
Society said on ThurstflJ- 
The waterfall.- which Jr . 
explorers named *5^. 
Hidden Falls,” isinapm^ 
ously unexplored five-TO# 
gap in the Upper TsangP 
Gorge, the world’s 
canyon arching around J* 
easternmost Himal^ 
Explorers have - been ^‘ 
ing for the famous 
since the 19th oenrary- * 
very exciting to 
waterfall 

real,” expedition leader^ 
Baker said in a statengfc 
‘"People assumed the 
of a great falls .on V? 
Tsangpo was 
romance. But 
larger than we ewt-i^ r 
ined,” he saidi : T* r ” 
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